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Rock Island Rovers Imports
Spanning the seas to bring Land Rovers to you
• Land Rovers are our business and we
specialize in importing Land rovers into
B.C., Canada. The best 4x4 ever made,
Land Rover Defender & the Land Rover
90” & 110” are our main thrust. We have,
and can import or locate Series III Land
Rovers for Canadian & US customers.
• Rock Island Rovers purchases its Land
Rovers direct from one source in the UK
which gives us the quality control we need
to ensure the best value for money whilst
meeting our own company standards.
• All of the Land Rovers that we import are on the original frame and bulkhead. We
look for the best available whilst trying to meet our customer budgets. Land Rovers
need to be 15 years old to be eligible for importation there for years of availability
range from 1984 through to 1989 at the current time. We are a commercial auto
importer and work with Brokers to ensure correct clearance with Customs. All our
Land Rovers are sold with Canadian registration papers and a B.C. inspection.
• Rock Island Rovers Imports started in 1999. We are located on Thetis Island,
B.C. Having grown up in the UK, where the site of a Land Rover is roughly 1
every 3 minutes, we were shocked to only find only Series Rovers, Range Rovers, Discoverys and NAS spec Defenders.
• I am in the UK on a yearly basis keeping current with the people I who supply us
in order to maintain quality. The amount of times I have seen & heard of imported
Land Rovers on rusty frames with poorly fixed outriggers and crossmember, rusty
bulkheads and suspect registration made me realize that there is a need for good
quality used Land Rovers.

• There are many good Land Rovers out
there but not one of the civilian Land Rovers I have seen can compare with an exmilitary unit when you look at the chassis
or drive train. The MOD have a very large
service budget, therefore their Land Rovers are maintained & serviced more often
than a civilian Land Rover. Many of our
90’s and 110’s have had axles replaced,
new brakes, replacement gearboxes and
engines. Sometimes there are ex-civilian
Land Rovers in very good repair available
but they are rare. Therefore locating our
Land Rovers from the MOD or utility companies who also service their fleets to high standards is our way of getting the
best. We only buy the Land Rovers which are still on the original frame and
bulkhead.
• The ex MOD Land Rovers are very basic. They have the 2.5 L diesel engine in
and have no power steering. Being basic is not bad, as it is a starting point to get
into the world of Land Rovers at an affordable price. Then you can upgrade the
interior and exterior as you wish, or we can do it all in our shop for you.
• We are unbiased and offer advice freely to any prospective customer. If we do not
think the Land Rover can meet your needs or is clearly not the vehicle for you we
will not pressure you.
• Remember... we wouldn’t bother importing them if they were not the correct age
for importation, did not have the correct registration, or be in serviceable condition. Our company is built on good quality Land Rovers.

We supply only the best!

Dixon Strachan ~ info@90s110.hypermart.net
Phone/Fax 250-246-2898 ~ Cell: 250-701-5310
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2009 Rover-Landers
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Andy Deane
604.833.1953
dr.jibalo@shaw.ca
Vice President
Christopher Wiebe
604.574.7980
cgvsw@yahoo.ca
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Club Secretary at:
Suite 100 - 445 Mountain Highway
North Vancouver, B.C., V7J 2L1
Past President
Dave Blair
250.546.3606
daveblair@sunwave.net
• Send memberships to:
The Membership Coordinator
1829 Pleasant Valley Road, Armstrong,
B.C., V0E 1B2, or use PayPal on the
Rover-Landers of BC website.

Website
www.roverlanders.bc.ca
• The Rover-Landers of BC are
committed to the preservation,
restoration and driving enjoyment
of Land Rover vehicles; and the
preservation of the outback
environment throughout B.C.
Events are targeted towards all
members of the family.
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gvrdeu@telus.net
• Webmaster: Dave Blair
daveblair@blackpress.ca
• Clothing & Merchandise: Jill Deane
britishboys@shaw.ca
• Calendar of Events: Kris Maksymuik
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Supporters
• Special thanks go to all our advertisers
who make the publication of this newsletter possible. Please show your support
by visiting these companies.
• The Rover-Landers of BC reserves the
right to refuse any advertisers.
• The Rover-Landers of BC has a very
active Internet home page and web
Forum. Visit our site at:
http://www.roverlanders.bc.ca
• The Rover-Lander is produced 3 times
per year (April, August & December) &
is mailed to all paid members.
• The Rover-Lander is printed by Bruce
Adams at Professional Graphics in
Armstrong, B.C.

On the Cover
this issue's cover is Defender,
the Winter issue is Range Rover.
• Pete Lembesis' 1984 Defender 110 gets
ready for a test float during the first sea
trial raft tests that were done in preparation for the August 15th Canol Road
Expedition.
Photo by: Bill Eastwood

In this Issue
• President's Message
• Monthly Minutes
• In the Garage • In the News
• Upcoming Events
• Hale Creek Runs 1 & 2
• Chilliwack Creek Run
• Series I Rescue
• Dutch Marines Train in B.C.
• Van Dusen ABFM
• Lodestone Lake Run
• Cowichan Valley Rally
• Canol Road Preps & Sea Trials
• Rover Ranch 2009
• Whipsaw Run
• The Remarkable Life of Brutus
• Product Review – Pillowtrack
• Touring Silver City
• Mud Boggers Finally Fined
• Mysterious Falcon Hill
• Rover Kids
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
April Meeting Minutes
April 16th, 2009
Bill Eastwood recording.
Meeting commenced at 7:30 p.m., Ricky's
Restaurant, Surrey, B.C.
Members Present: Andy Deane, Christopher
Wiebe, Shawn Doherty, Bill Eastwood, Stuart
Longair, Rick Mellenger, Phil Armstrong, Bernie Buttner, Dave Tebbutt, Kris Maksymiuk,
Shad Lievesley, Dave Vervaet, Cory Paulger,
Andrew Phillips, Ray Hyland, Roger Sutcliffe.
Guests Present: April Buttner, Deb Waters, Cal
Paulger, Tom Merrit.
• Minutes from the previous meeting: Adopted
• Treasurer’s Report: (Treasurer will post)
• Membership Update: (as submitted by
Pamela Blair)
– Membership currently sits at 88 paid members
for 2009. Welcome to the following new members since the March Meeting: Cam Sainsbury Langley & Charles Aarons - Anchorage, Alaska.
2009 dues can still be sent in direct to the
Membership Coordinator by mail, or by PayPal
online or by bringing to the monthly meetings.
• Newsletter Update: (as submitted by Pamela
Blair)
– The spring issue of the Rover-Lander is done
and was mailed out to all members on March
27th. Rover-Landers of BC's first President
Keith Green was sent the last 2 issues of the
Rover-Lander plus a 25th Anniversary t-shirt
for his help and contribution to the 25 Years of
the Rover-Landers feature.
– Summer issue of the Rover-Lander is already
started and will be out for the start of August.
Get thinking sooner than later – bookings
for In the Garage should in well before June
1st, text & photos then due in by July 1st. All
Ad changes in no later than July 15th. Contact
Pamela if you have anything interesting in the
way of articles, news or photos.
Thank you to those who have already booked
space for promised items - John P & Gerry B.
• Okanagan News: (as submitted by Pamela
Blair) Dave & I have been busy the last few
weeks with many calls and stop-bys from Land
Rover owners and interested people - ranging
from "I want to buy a Land Rover, what should I
get and where", to "My Disco is making strange
noises" to "I really want to get into Land Rovers now and could not before", to "My Range

Rover will not go into low range."
This week Dave happened across a group of
about 20 military fellows over from Holland
and based at the Army Camp here for training
in Vernon. They brought all their Land Rovers
over with them. We hope to set up an interview
and photo shoot with them for this weekend.
• Merchandise Update:
Details for the twenty-five year anniversary
grill badge have been finalized. Price is $20 for
one and $35 for two. Orders must be prepaid
either by cash, cheque or through PayPal.
– Andrew Phillips noted that PayPal has a one
dollar fee per order but that in fact a dollar for
each badge was being charged in practice. Andy
Deane said that he would ask Dave Blair why
this was happening.
– Andy D. also stressed that the price of the
badges was based on an order of 50 badges and
that those who had previously asked for badges
should step up now and pay so the Club will not
end up with too much inventory. See web board
for complete details.
– Andy D. advised that there are a number of
25th anniversary t-shirts still available, this is
in part due to individuals not coming forward
to purchase shirts they had ordered.
• Events:
– Chilliwack Lake Run this weekend, meet
at Whatcom Rd. turn-off Hwy 1 9:00 Sunday
morning leaving 9:30 sharp. See web board for
complete details.
– ABFM: The All British Field Meet at Van
Dusen Gardens is coming up on the May long
weekend. The organizer has added several categories for Land Rovers after last year's impressive turn-out.
– Canol Road: Pete L. reports that all of the
pieces needed to assemble the rafts are now in
hand and all should be in place for a dry (wet)
run in a few weeks. Bernie has access to a suitable location for the raft test.
– Founder's Day: Shawn reports that the Agriplex is booked for next year's event.
– Whipsaw: The first 2009 Whipsaw Run will
take place on the same weekend as the ABFM.
Kris M. will lead the group and it is expected
that this Run will encounter considerable snow.
See web board for complete details.
– Hale Creek 1 & 2: The club ran two outings
to Hale Creek on the west side of Harrison Lake
since our last meeting. The first Run was a

planned Run and the second was an impromptu
affair. Both trips drew close to a dozen trucks
each and the weather was beautiful on both
occasions. Photos are posted on the website in
the photo gallery.
• Member's Latest Truck Reports:
– Stuart Longair: Been away in Prince George
on work and reports that he is tired of snow.
– Shawn Doherty: Installed new voltage stabilizer and another in a line of seven brake light
switches, he has also been working on more
storage cabinetry for his 109.
– Bill Eastwood: Nothing to report.
– Rick Mellenger: Nothing to report.
– Phil Armstrong: Nothing to report.
– Bernie Buttner: Finally heard from Richard
Creed that his replacement seats are in.
– Andy Deane: Traced the source of leaking fuel
to a loose lock ring on the top of his fuel tank
on his Range Rover. He also discovered that RR
windshield wipers are half the price at the dealership than at Lordco, even with the discount.
– Dave Tebbutt: Nothing to report.
– Christopher Wiebe: Working on up-rating his
Discovery's suspension by installing new front
springs and rear spacers and air bags.
– Kris Maksymiuk: Nothing to report.
– Shad Lievesley: Been busy travelling around,
he did the Princeton-Summerland Road and the
Whistler to Port Douglas Road. He dropped
off a truck for Andre M. and then tried coming
down the west side of Harrison but encountered
too much snow. He was able to rescue some
people with a Ford Explorer which had a blown
transmission. Lucky for them he had a car
trailer along.
– Dave Vervaet: Very, very late, so late in fact
that he missed this part of the meeting.
– Cory Paulger: Has been working on preparation for the Canol trip.
– Andrew Phillips: Nothing to report.
– Ray Hyland: As a new member Ray introduced himself and his 1993 ex-Singaporean
SWAT Team 110 with 200 tdi and lots of other
goodies.
– Roger Sutcliffe: Just back from his five weeks
of work in Australia. Roger managed to rear end
someone doing substantial front end damage to
his Discovery. Looks like he'll be installing an
ARB front bumper sooner than he thought.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Members Present: Andy Deane, Christopher
Wiebe, Shawn Doherty, Bill Eastwood, Dave
Fraser, Bernie Buttner, Kris Maksymuik, Roger
Sutcliffe, Shad Lievesley, Jon Fether, John Par-

sons, Cory Paulger.
Guests Present: April Buttner, Andrew Sayle.

May Meeting Minutes
May 21st, 2009
Bill Eastwood recording.
Meeting commenced at 7:30 p.m., Ricky's
Restaurant, Surrey, B.C.

• Minutes from the previous meeting: Read
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and the pavement literally goes right to the
edge of your tent. We tried to get into a
Rover club over there but the closest group
we could find was based in Vermont. Too
far for a quick weekend getaway.
So when we moved back to B.C. it was
with great hopes when we contacted the
Rover-Landers and made arrangements to
go along on our first outing. This turned
out to be a quick day-trip up Harrison Lake
to Hale Creek. The tensions were running
high in our house the night before the trip.
Our boys wanted to know if there would
be other kids on the trip? (we had no idea),
why couldn't we bring our dogs along?
(because we can handle either our dogs or
our kids, not both on a trail run with new
people), and how many hours would they
need to stay in the truck before they could
get out and play on the beach? (again we
had no idea, but vague promises of lunch
on the beach seemed to appease them).
So the morning of the trip came at last.
After a quick bacon & eggs breakfast we
were off into the early morning sunshine,
everybody bundled up well, as our 110 has
the original heating system, meaning you
are cold until the gearbox starts to heat
up and slowly radiates heat through the
floor into the cabin. All was going well,
we topped off diesel along Hwy 10, passed
through Langley and then the GPS said
something like “proceed 200 meters and
board ferry”. What? A ferry? What ferry?
Aren't we landlocked deep in the heart of
farmland? Suddenly all these questions
started appearing. How often does the
ferry run? What if it doesn't run this early
on weekends? What if we are late reaching
this Sasquatch Inn???
As it turns out, the ferry was a breeze
and we waited about 10 mins to board the
boat. The trip itself was about 17 seconds
long, just enough to say “look boys, we
are on a ferry across the river” before we
touched the opposite bank. Okay, maybe a
little longer but not by much I think.
Anyways, after that little bit of drama
we went roaring (a relative term in a diesel
Landy) up Hwy 7 and almost blew right
past the Sasquatch Inn. Pulling into the
second entrance we made a (hopefully?)
graceful job of backing into the line alongside others that had already arrived.
There were Rovers, Discos, a Yota or
two, a cool open-top Series with drivers
that appeared younger than the tires on the
truck, and what always catches my eye,

a few nice Defenders, including a brown
110 that was carrying what appeared to
be a huge stuffed toy like you get at the
PNE fairgrounds, but it turned out to be a
live dog. I think Bernie told me what kind
of dog it was at some point, but I lost that
info in the general excitement of being surrounded by fabulous Landies again.

So we hung out at the Inn for a while,
soaking in the ambience. Some Harley
dudes were also meeting up there but
they were obviously dwarfed by the general coolness of Solihull's finest, so after a
while they skulked-off down Hwy 7, while
we saddled up and headed for the dirt.
I'd love to give you all detailed directions but the best I can do is this. We left
the Inn in a generally northerly direction,
passed a petrol-station in what seemed the
middle of nowhere, and the next thing we
knew we were stopping again to air down.
That was the usual excuse to again talk
trucks for 10 mins with the guys around
you, and then we were off like the proverbial herd of turtles, on the dirt-road-proper,
heading for unexplored splendours deep in
the bowels of B.C., or at the very least, a
picturesque place to have lunch.
So we flew along the gravel superhighway for a while up the west side of
the lake, taking in the cool views and the
occasional shortcut over a corner of the
road to “test articulation” and the next
thing we knew, holy-smokes we're there!
We were turning off the road and heading
down a tight little track towards the shore.
While not a long track it was very pretty,
with some beautiful light coming through

the trees and small trickles of water across
the road that would be all dried up in a few
short weeks.
Coming out at the bottom of the track
we were exposed to a gorgeous little spot, a
nice pebble beach and a scenic view across
the lake to the distant mountains. Lining
the Landies up in the obligatory line along
the beach for mingling and pictures, everyone broke open the picnic-baskets/smokes/
caviar depending on which truck you were
in, and settled down to enjoy the peaceful
setting for an hour.
My boys tried their best to fall off a
small cliff into the lake but despite all their
efforts the three of them made it back into
the truck with relatively dry clothing. Their
highlight was digging a big steel drum out
of the beach and making up stories about
who left it there, (their votes were evenly
split between pirates and aliens, and my
guess at logging-company-debris met with
universal derision).
After lunch we took a more direct
path back up the hillside, which was a bit
bumpier, a bit slipperier, and a whole lot
more photogenic, based on the number of
cameras that we saw on the ascent. Once
at the top, the group split up into a few
groups, some heading North some South
on the main gravel road, and some generally following the main road but detouring
along any promising-looking power-line
roads we came across. We found ourselves
happily in the latter group.
Eventually we made it back to Hwy 7
and turned for home. We'd had a great day
out in the sunshine, met a bunch of really
nice people and even got the truck a bit
muddy to flaunt to the neighbours when we
got back home. We looked at each other on
the drive home and knew we'd found a club
that we were going to enjoy being a part of
and we have on every trip since. So thanks
for having us Rover-Landers, and we are
looking to seeing everyone on the trails at
every future opportunity.
the Hyland Family
Ray, Marianne, Liam, Seamus & Declan
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Destined for the Scrap Heap ~ Another Series is Rescued
partially wooded in birch, cedar, fir, spruce
and poplar trees, the Series I will be parked
on jack stands bordering the wooded area.

Text and photos by Gerry Bolduc
Land Rover hunting in Prince George
In early March of this year, we came
across a Series I 86" nestled in a bone yard
on the corner of Ontario and 4th Avenue
amongst many vehicles of yesteryear. All
these vehicles were in very rough shape
and included a Fargo van, two International pickup trucks, a Studebaker, a Nash
Rambler including a Land Rover Series I.

Next to the Series I was a fabricated
Land Rover trailer; we can only assume it
was garnered from another Series I in an
attempt to salvage what one could.
We passed by this location many times
during the winter and summer months and
never paid much attention to it. This yard
was buried in 4 to 5 feet of drifted snow
during the winter or overgrown in the
summer with blackberry bushes and other
vegetation.
However, this past March with 80%
of the snow gone, the Series I finally did
catch our eyes. Upon further investigation peering through the barb-wired chain
link fence, we also spotted the 'trailer', a
descendent from another Series I .
It took approximately three days to
track down the owner of the 1958 Series I.
Upon contact, she noted she was willing to
sell the Series I with the trailer thrown in
as an incentive.
The sales agreement was completed
March 28th and we became the new owners of the little red Series I and the trailer.

The Series I had a 150 lb Seefire wood
stove in the back of it, obviously used
during the fall hunting season. Upon a preliminary cleanup of the Series I, we came
across some service and parts invoices; the
latest invoice was dated November 24th,
1993 from Wright British Car Parts located
in North Vancouver. According to the previous owner, she said that the Series I was
placed in the bone yard in mid 1995.
So... why did we buy the Series I?
It's not explainable from a rational perspective nor from a return on investment
standpoint. Quite honestly, we felt we
made a score in capturing this piece of
Land Rover history from the bone yard.
The trout decal on the driver's door was
also an influencing factor. Like everybody
who gets a good deal on buying a vehicle,
used or new so they say; we have heard
that thousands of time! Believe us, we got
a good deal and you've just heard it again.

The old Series will be adorned in Christmas LED lights and enjoyed every night
from around our fire pit. The trailer will
become our flower box on wheels. From
our perspective, this is their retirement
home here in Prince George; they will
become a wonderful conversation piece
at Bolduc's expanding Land Rover Mini
Museum (move over Aart!).
We just recently learned that both the
Series I and the trailer were headed to the
scrap yard on April 1st this year, due to
suffer the same fate as did the Fargo van,
the International, the Nash and Studebaker. Timing is everything, hence our
good deal!
Gerry & Margaret Bolduc
Prince George, B.C.
Life in the North:
When the hip-deep May snows finally depart
Gerry & Margaret can always look forward to
some of the locals perusing their back yard.

'Hoover' the bear

This Series I's future… no immediate
plans are in store for the old guy with
respect to it's restoration. As we have a
large backyard of about two acres that is

Wow!
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15th with their mountain training taking
place all around the Vernon hills and eastward to Lumby and the Monashees areas.
The training for the soldiers was all
done on foot and the military vehicles that
had been shipped over to accompany them
were used for communication, mechanical
and emergency first-aid.
The Land Rover Wolf is a military utility vehicle in service with the UK Armed
Forces and the Dutch Marine Corps. The
vehicle is famous for being the primary
utility vehicle used by the British Army.

The term Wolf was a project name used
by Land Rover to cover the British Army's
recent range of vehicles. The name is not
officially used by the MoD but adopted
by soldiers as a generic term (standing for
Wheel On Left Face, to describe the new
position of the spare wheel, however these
have obviously been moved to the hood).
The project designations were MoD: Higher Specification (HS) or Land Rover Ltd:
eXtra Duty (XD) and there are 23 variants.
The term 'Wolf' should not be confused
with the militarised Mercedes Geländewagen (G-Wagon) based 'Wolf' marketed by
Rheinmetall Defence.
The Wolf is a UK MoD bespoke militarised version of the Land Rover Defender.
Designated in service as Truck Utility
Light or Truck Utility Medium (TUL/TUM
(HS)) the TUL was based on the shorter
wheel base Defender 90, whilst the TUM
was based on the Defender 110, the Wolf
carries a variety of crews, equipment, communication and information systems for
commanders.
Sergeant Major Martin de Jong one of
the three Marines who graciously offered
up their time for an interview and photo
op commented on their chief mechanic
1st Class Marine Lars Ten Harkel saying,
"Lars knows everything!!"
When asked how he liked working on
and with Land Rovers Lars replied, "Great,
they are reliable and have a very simple
concept. However these Land Rovers are

not out-fitted for active live combat but
only as military service vehicles."
The Dutch Military have been using
Land Rovers for about 40 years but do not
call them Wolfs or Land Rovers but rather
Laro's – pronounced like Laaro.

Lars & André then showed us how the
110's had recently been fitted with special
kevlar padding in the cab area under the
seats, the footwell and over the transmission hump and as well throughout the back
cargo area. This now provides protection to
the soldiers inside from outside small arm
fire or schrapnel, but would not protect the
vehicle or its occupants during a land mine
or bomb situation.

•
•
•

Kevlar

•
•
•
Andre´ Van der Wal who had been on
medical duty this day arrived back to camp
driving one of the G-Wagons commented,
"The Land Rovers are much better for us
than the Mercedes. The Mercedes have no
power and are just terrible on any hills."
We left the 'Boys', thanking them and
wishing them well from B.C. but hoped
we might get another opportunity for
another wee visit with the Land Rovers.

The Marines were scheduled to depart the
North Okanagan around May 15th.
On May 8th Dave was on the tail end
of a much needed week off from work
and busy here on Rover Ranch getting
caught up with our own Rover repairs and
upgrades, when out in the shop we looked
at each other about 11:30 a.m. and both
said, "Forget this, let's go Rovering."
With the Rover Pups quickly loaded
into the Discovery, snacks, water, camera
and maps grabbed we set off east towards
Lumby looking for an entrance road Dave
had heard about that might get us into the
eastern side of Hunter's Range.
Our exploring nature took us off Trinity
Valley Road early onto Beaverjack Road
where we first tried to locate Beaverjack
Lake. With Rover Ranch 2009 coming up
in six weeks and the upper level snows
retreating we needed to get out and about
to find new trails and roads to explore.
We cut off the road early and popped
out of the trees on the hydro-line where we
immediately spotted a large 3-4 year old
bear grazing in the open grass. We kept on
the grassy road along the hydro-line hoping it would take us to McQuinna Road.
Eventually we did find a small lake on the
left that we guessed must be Seidner Lake
and continued north. Turning right onto a
FSR Dave thought we were back on Trinity Valley Road and heading northwest to
Ashton Creek and onto Enderby.
Having driven the Trinity Valley Road a
few times in the past I was scrunching my
eyebrows together thinking to myself that
this road was too narrow and not looking at
all familiar. Hmmmm...
Then the trees opened up and we encountered some abandoned farms, suddenly I
caught a glimpse to the left up in the trees
of what looked like a first-aid cross on
a vehicle? I commented to Dave, "What
was that, an old abandoned army ambulance?" Dave backed the Disco up and sure
enough it was a military ambulance tucked
up into the trees, but it was not abandoned. We both looked at each other and
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squealed (well mostly I squealed), "Maybe
it's the Marines??!!" We never thought for
a minute they would be out here today and
besides we were out on our own agenda for
the day. What a stroke of luck.
Suddenly a Marine came running out of
the trees asking us if we had seen a Chevy
pulling a trailer and quads. We replied,
sorry no. We got chatting and lo and behold
they also had one of the Land Rover 110's
up in the trees with the ambulance and
were doing communications with it.
Camera, notebook and pen grabbed the
Rover Pups & I piled out of the Disco and
were primed to grab more pics and info.
Apparently the 'on foot' Marines were
off training somewhere up Bobbie Burns
Mountain (1465m), but about six Marines
were stationed at this little camp with the
first-aid and communications vehicles.

I met and snapped pictures of 1st Class
Marine Michiel Aantjes who was busy
on duty with the communication system
housed in the back of the 110. Two large
antennas were mounted front and back of
the Rover and guide wires were strung out
everywhere, thankfully I did not run into or
trip over any of them. Almost did.
Continued from Page 11

Jasper filled us in with more Land Rover
details telling us that all their military Land
Rovers have had upgraded suspensions
similar to trucks used in the Dakar Rally.
Jasper also commented on the G-Wagons
just like Andre´ did, saying that they are
clumsy and extremely under-powered.
We eventually thanked the friendly Marines and headed for home really
pumped that we had managed to get another opportunity with them and while they
were on a training exercise to boot!
Inside the first-aid G-Wagon we found
Lt. Commander Hans V'horst who was
hard at duty stretched out on one of the
emergency beds. Now this is the way to go
camping! Meanwhile 1st Class Marine Jasper Bouwens was filling up his photo card
with shots of our Disco II. We found this
quite funny as when we were at VACC on
April 26th Lars the mechanic jokingly said
he would trade us straight across – one of
their Wolfs for our gold Discovery.

Both Jasper & Hans were so friendly
and more than happy to answer all our
silly questions and to hear about the RoverLanders of BC. Back home in Holland
Hans is an avid European car restorer.
They found the gas line had separated
so the truck had run out of gas and at the
same time as the wading plug was not used
the starter had become contaminated with
dirty water (I like water). Pete and Andy
fixed the gas line while Mr. Shawn hit the
starter with a big hammer thing.
Then every one drove into some more
deep water, but our truck stopped dead
after about three feet and had to be pulled
through to the other side. Water had now
contaminated the distributor. While the distributor was dried out with much cursing,
John drove his truck right through the deep
water and up the bank, the last truck.
Now we were finished the off roading
and drove down to the highway so we
could run around and mark trees and
drive home.

Here are a few interesting tid-bits from
some of the fellows we met: Lars ten
Harkel's father drove a Bowler in the
2009 Dakar Rally and the head Commander of this Battalion is a member of the
Land Rover Club of Holland and drives a
Defender 90 as his daily driver.
In conclusion, keep your eyes open
folks as you never know when a great
Land Rover opportunity will cross your
path. A big thank you to the Marines who
helped us out with this feature especially
Arthur, Martin, André, Lars, Hans, Jasper
& Michiel.
We have Lars' address in Holland and
will be mailing him a couple of copies of
this Summer issue of the Rover-Lander.
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Land Use Issues • The Hammer Comes Down - Spring 2009
Wetland mud boggers
thwarted by the law
The Kelowna Capital News (Black Press)
Judie Steeves - May 19th, 2009
Permission to re-print granted
Conservation officer Jim Beck saw a
pool of transmission fluid on the shoreline
of a wetland which had been used by mud
boggers this weekend.
To Beck, it presented a vivid picture to
him of why the activity is unacceptable.
Such spills can be fatal for the ducks and
salamanders and other creatures that live in
such aquatic environments, he noted.
The Conservation Officer service of
the environment ministry, the ministry
of forests and the RCMP joined forces
over the long weekend to crack down on
people driving vehicles through wetlands
and ponds. The end result of that action
was the seizure of a couple of vehicles, one
man being arrested and dozens of tickets
being handed out.
The effort began on Thursday on Postill
Lake Road where a road check was set up
to educate people about legislation against
mud bogging and destruction of the environment.
In the end, Beck says they were able to
prevent some damage, and he feels they
accomplished a lot in terms of educating
people about the impact of the activity on
the natural environment. "Some (people
stopped in the road check) were actually
supportive after we'd talked," Beck said.
They seemed unaware of the impact
of mud bogging on the ecosystem. "Of
course, others were totally against what we
were saying."
However, he feels if they managed
to prevent even one truck from being
damaged and spewing fuel into a natural
wetland, it was all worth it. "Some won't
change their minds, but many are prepared
to," he concluded. "They have a better
understanding now."
Overall, Beck said he was really happy
about how things went with the weekend's work and he is satisfied that it was
a good beginning. Beck said they will be
back there on the next Victoria Day long
weekend, and will also be doing checks
throughout the summer.

"We accomplished our goals, not only in the
Postill area but also in areas like Chute Lake
and Kelly Mountain near Falkland," he said.
There were 200 to 300 people in the
latter area, and plainclothes officers went
in first to gather evidence for charges to
be laid.
The spur road to the Postill Lake Forest
Service Road that accesses the wetland has
been permanently deactivated, and anyone
found trying to use it now will be charged,
he said.
RCMP report that a 2004 red Dodge
pickup truck was seized on Friday afternoon after the 24-year-old Kelowna resident produced a Washington State driver's
licence for officers.
It turned out he was an unlicenced B.C.
driver, so the truck was impounded for
30 days and the driver was served with
a violation ticket for driving without a
valid driver’s licence, reported Cst. Steve
Holmes.
Later that afternoon an unlicenced black
Yamaha ATV approached the road check,
but then turned around to leave. It was
followed by police and pulled over at Old
Vernon Road.
Boggers stopped in their tracks
The Morning Star (Black Press)
Jennifer Smith - May 22nd, 2009
Permission to re-print granted
Mud boggers and ATV enthusiasts may
have had fun ripping it up over the weekend, but many also found themselves kneedeep in fines.
Authorities from the Ministry of Forests, RCMP and conservation office were
targeting illegal activities in and around the
wetlands over the long weekend.
"What we're checking for is basically
damage to the environment," said Rory
Smith, forest officer/official with the Ministry of Forests compliance and enforcement program.
Approximately 500 people were
checked between the U.S. border up to
Falkland between Thursday and Sunday.
While Smith says the majority of people
are responsible, the three authorities still
issued a total of 28 violation tickets, 20
warnings, one arrest, three 24-hour roadside suspensions, one vehicle impound,

three vehicle inspections and one firearm
was seized. There are also more charges
pending.
Two of the main check points were
local – near Postill Lake in Lake Country
and in the Kelly Mountain area between
Armstrong and Falkland. "That's where
the majority of the charges were laid," said
Smith of Kelly Mountain.
The Ministry of Forests specifically targeted those disrupting wetlands, who under
the Forest and Range Practices Act were
liable to a fine of $575. "These are the guys
with the big vehicles and the big tires,"
said Smith, explaining how mud boggers
ruin natural wetlands. "If you go out on
your lawn and cut a chunk of sod out of
your land... all the moisture evaporates in
a matter of hours and that's exactly what's
happening in our wetlands."
Living in a semi-desert area, it is critical
to preserve the wetlands we do have, said
Smith. Preserving such ecosystems, some
of which are in our watersheds, is important for both wildlife and humans. "People
are welcome to use crown land, they just
have to do it responsibly."
Therefore the best suggestion is to stay
out of the water, stay off the steep hillsides
and out of the alpine areas. "Because that's
where they’re going to do the most damage," said Smith.
Another reason authorities have targeted
these areas over the long weekend is to try
and prevent the mess that is generally left
behind. "The biggest issue we have after is
abandoned vehicles and the litter left up
there," said Smith, adding that some even
go as far as to burn the vehicles which then
poses a forest fire risk.
He suggests that individuals and groups
who would like to continue mud bogging
should pool together to acquire some private property and create their own mud
pit to do so. In the meantime, authorities
will continue to target these areas. "We’re
gonna be out there."

May 16-18th – Kelly Main FSR, Falkland
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Cowichan in convoy fashion for the breakfast meeting and awards ceremony.
The Shaker Mill treated us well for
breakfast and we were fortunate enough to
have a room separate from the rest of the
clientele for the awards ceremony. Prizes
were given with a "green" theme; small
live Douglas Fir trees for Carbon Off-Set
in Fuel Inefficiency and Smokiest. Nylon
zip straps (green ones) as a Land Rover
universal repair kit and many others. Two
perpetual trophies were also awarded, the
"Breakdown Award" to JD Baillie for the
turbo on his new engine, and the "Broken
Pulley" award for a 'fix gone wrong' to
Victor Gerwin for some transmission problems. It was all in good fun and ended with
the start of our Sunday drive.
This year we enjoyed an easy drive on
mainline logging roads around the lake,
stopping on the south shore at a private
beach for a picnic lunch and swim.
Departure from the beach signified the
end of the weekend events as everyone
took their separate ways for home. We
had somewhat over twenty Land Rovers
attend this year continuing the trend of
newer vehicles showing up. Less than five
leaf sprung vehicles attended this year. For
more on the Rally, past Rallys and photos,
see our website at www.vanislelandrovernetwork.com
Greg, Erica & the Boys

Cowichan Valley Land Rover
Rally Awards
Perpetual Awards:
• Breakdown Award
JD Baillie * 110 with blown turbo
• Broken Pulley Award - fix gone wrong
Victor Gerwin *
Carbon Off-Set
• Smokiest Truck
David Harrison *
• Most Fuel Efficient
Dave Frisby *
Fun Awards:
• Shiniest Wheels
Doug
• Shiniest Truck
Victor Gerwin *
• Most Gadgets to Run
Andy Deane *
• Only Dump Box
David Harrison *
Games:
• Obstacle Course
1st - Steve Norton
2nd - Andy Deane *
• Welly Toss
Mens: 1st - Ross
Ladies: 1st - Jennifer
Youth: 1st - Bailey Deane
* Rover-Lander Members

Awards Left to Right:
Victor Gerwin, Lisa Baillie (accepting for dad
JD), David Harrison, Dave Frisby (new RoverLander member), Andy Deane & Bailey Deane
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Canol Road Expedition Preparations & Sea Trials 1 & 2
Text by Pete Lembesis
Sea Trials photos by Andy Deane
& Bill Eastwood
Canol?? I had never heard of it until
our former president, Dave Blair, brought
it up at a monthly Rover-Landers meeting.
What was it, where was it, and why would
anyone want to go there?

The Canol Road, or Canol Heritage
Trail as it is known today, is a 600km
road (north section) that was built during
World War II to facilitate construction and
servicing of a pipeline that would carry oil
from Norman Wells, NWT to Whitehorse,
Yukon. The road and pipeline were built
jointly by the U.S. and Canadian governments to supply fuel to military forces
defending against a Japanese attack of
Alaska or the western Canadian coast. The
pipeline was completed in early 1944 but
its use was short-lived as the refinery at
Whitehorse was shut down with the end of
the war, just over a year later.
Dozens of bridges were constructed as
part of the road and some remained serviceable for years but the harsh northern winters
eventually took their toll. Mother Nature
and salvage crews conspired to make the
rivers along the Canol all but impassable
due to rapid natural deterioration or deliberate removal of all the bridges.
The road that remains has suffered the
ravages of 60-plus winters resulting in
washouts and deep water crossings, but
one which remains an interesting piece of
history. Successfully navigating it would
likely mean confronting significant challenges, surely requiring extensive planning
and endurance. Add to that a real element
of unknown and you have all the ingredients of a true Land Rover expedition! Well
that was it, now we had to go!
As I researched and read all I could
find regarding the Canol, it soon became
apparent that if we were to have any hope

of conquering this “road”, we were going
to have to deal with at least one river far
too deep to ford.
Several ideas were considered including a pontoon or trailer based bridge, but
because we had no real knowledge of
the depth, distance, or speed of the rivers
we had to cross, this would be too risky.
Besides, it would mean dragging a lot of
hardware on a 6000 km roundtrip journey.
Pontoons that attach to the vehicle were
also considered but that would mean each
vehicle would have to be modified to allow
attachment. This was also discarded as
it was deemed too complicated. Consideration was even given to driving onto a
tarp, wrapping it up around the Rover, and
pumping out the water. Doable on paper
as it would actually float, but the mostlysubmerged box this would create would
require a deep draught and it have to resist
a tremendous force if the current were to
be swift. The field quickly narrowed and it
soon became clear that the best way to go
would be a raft.
What sort of raft would be best? Clearly, it had to break down into pieces small
enough to be carried by the vehicles on
the trek yet buoyant enough to safely support a 3-ton Land Rover. It also had to be
easily assembled in the field. Some Camel
Trophy events required the competitors to
construct a raft made of trees and 55 gallon
barrels. This type of raft was quite effective
in still or slow moving water but questionable for use in a fast moving river due to
the potential instability of its relatively
small footprint. A military design used
planks laid across two long canvas boats
for transporting light vehicles and a similar
civilian version used large canoes.
This arrangement would be far better
for our needs because orienting the floats
parallel to the current would greatly reduce
the drag and therefore the force exerted on
the raft. It would also provide far greater
stability due to the long floats that extend
out from the planks.

As the picture began to take shape, the
critical task was to determine how large
the raft’s floats would need to be in order
to support a fully loaded Land Rover. This
was easily determined using Archimedes'
principle that states: "Any object, wholly
or partly immersed in a fluid, is buoyed
up by a force equal to the weight of the
fluid displaced by the object." This means
that because a gallon (US) of fresh water
weighs about 8.3 pounds, a two liter Coke
bottle displaces about 4.4 pounds and a
55 gallon drum about 450 pounds in fresh
water. So, a 6000 pound Land Rover + the
weight of the raft x 1.5 (margin of safety)
is around 9500 pounds and requires more
than 20 oil drums to safely support it.
That's a lot of drums, where were we gonna
put all that…?
Sometimes, a bit of internet surfing
provides the answer. There were these big
orange onions that were once used as water
bladders for fighting forest fires. At 350
gallons, each would displace nearly 3000
pounds so only four would be needed. But
what if one were to be punctured while in
action? With only one at each corner, it
could be catastrophic. Besides, at eight feet
in diameter, they would be huge!
Then, it seemed eBay might have just
the thing: Ex-military collapsible 55 gallon
water barrels. At $50 a piece, they didn't
sound too bad. However, when the number
needed was calculated, shipping and taxes
figured in, plus a few spares, and the cost
began to add up. Did I mention we were on
a tight budget?
Other times, the answer is sitting right
next to you, literally. At a Rover-Landers
monthly meeting, I was sitting next to
Bernie Buttner when he suggested we
consider visiting a local company that
sells refurbished shipping bladders. These
were basically giant pillows made of heavy
duty rubber that are stuffed between cargo
and inflated to ensure nothing shifts during shipment. At first, the owner of the
company was a bit reluctant to sell us the
bags because he thought we had lost our
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minds but after a half hour of discussing
the design drawings I brought with me, he
was glad to help. Compact for transporting,
very tough, and at a cost that was nearly
half that of the water barrels, these turned
out to be just the ticket. We bought eight,
3D Cad model

was soon time to test it with the load of
a Land Rover. Since I was the one that
consulted Archimedes, it was my 110 that
was to go to the murky depths and join
Poseidon if things went wrong. It turns
out that even if it had sunk, my 110 could
have easily been driven out since the raft
floated in about a foot and a half of water!
We checked for stability and unloaded onto
an overgrown slope to ensure the ramps
worked well. Everything worked perfectly,
not too bad for a group of crazy RoverAssembling the raft in preparation of floating
with the full weight of a 6000 lb Land Rover

six for the raft and two spares.
Between Kris and Mark Maksymiuk and
myself, we pretty much already had all the
material needed to fabricate the frame members. But what about loading ramps and
planks? Alex, a friend who often searches
Craigslist for anything that's “a deal”,
found someone selling salvaged material
from the Coquihalla toll booths. After some
tough negotiating, we were soon the proud
new owners of eight lengths of extruded
aluminum "TRUCKS USE LEFT LANE"
sign planks. They were perfect, 12 feet
long and 12 inches wide. First, recycled
pontoons, now recycled ramps. One man's

expedition. Pictures of the largest river we
may need to cross, the Twitya, reminded
me of a few locations along the Squamish
River. To scout out a suitable location for
the trial, Andy Deane and son Bailey, Dave
Fraser, and I took a reconnaissance ride.
A good test site would need broad and
gradual gravel banks on both sides of the
river so we would have room to assemble
and launch the raft, as well as unload after
crossing. Additionally, since we preferred
to keep a low profile, the less visibility the
location had the better.

Raft construction in process

junk is another's rafting gold!
With the details of the design and collection of materials complete, it was time to
begin construction. A borrowed aluminum
MiG welder and some weekends sacrificed
by Kris, Mark, Dave Fraser and Corey we
eventually had a raft ready for floatin'.
Time seemed to be flying by and before
we knew it, the day arrived when we were
ready for the first sea trial. Bernie came
through once again by providing access to
a “private” test site for June 28th.
With lots of help from all that attended,
raft assembly went pretty quickly and it

Hikers crossing the Twitya River

loving amateurs.
With the success of the first sea trial,
we were confident and anxious to get out
on a river to perform testing in conditions
closer to what could be encountered on the

While there are plenty of locations along
the Squamish River that have a suitable
gravel beach on one side, we couldn't find
any that had such an area on both banks.
After spending a couple hours scouting

The Rover-Lander • Summer 2009 Page 23

out places near the road unsuccessfully,
we decided to check out an area farther up
the river that we had visited during a past
Founder's Day Snowflake Chase. At first,
we were disappointed because the track
down to the river had been blocked by a
few dozen large boulders and there was no
getting around them.
A quick look around revealed an alternate route that involved a steep but short
descent, pushing through overgrown brush,
and crossing a couple water holes. The
upside was that the obstacles meant it was
less likely we find any other vehicles near
the river and as it turned out, we had the
place to ourselves.
The low gravel banks on each side
of the river were perfect but the current looked awefully fast. Nonetheless, we
decided that this was the spot and a tougher
test now could help us be better prepared
for the real thing.
A week later it was time. All the planning, construction effort and anticipation
had come down to this. I met Shawn, Dave,
Bill, Andy, London, Kris, Calvin (Cory’s
brother) and Shawn (Calvin’s videographer friend) at the Squamish Timmy's on a
warm and sunny morning and departed for
the test site a few coffees later.
We arrived at the river bank and immediately unloaded and assembled the raft.
Having run this exercise before, we had it
assembled in no time. Next, we prepared to
set up the rigging. The idea was to use the
canoe to drag a line across the river, secure
it to a Pull Pal ground anchor on the opposite bank, and use Kris' 110 to anchor the
line on near side. The river had other ideas.

Kris and his boat anchor

The Squamish was high and fast when
we had seen it during the reconnoissance
run and as it hadn't rained since then, we
expected the conditions to be the same,
possibly even slightly easier for our test.
To our surprise, the river had actually risen
since our last visit only a week earlier and
the first thought I had upon seeing it was
that entering the rushing current was going

to be like stepping onto a speeding train.
Despite the current, we loaded the canoe
with all the rigging and hauled it several
hundred feet up river so we would have
some hope of landing directly across from
the Land Rovers and raft. With Dave in the
water helping to handle the rope, Shawn
and I picked a target and began paddling
madly toward it.
As soon as we were just a few feet in, the
swift current swept us rapidly downstream,
past the clearing where we'd hoped to mount
a beach head. Bill, Kris and Andy struggled
with the line, fighting to keep us from being
washed downstream. Finally, they succeeded in dragging us back to the safety of the
launch site. We were in for a long day…

How could paddling a canoe across a
few hundred feet of river really be this
difficult? Canoes are pretty sleek vessels
but tie a 300 foot rope behind one, stretch
that rope across a strong current, and we
might as well have been trying to paddle
the Albion Ferry across the mighty Fraser.
Undeterred, we hiked back up the shoreline
to a new, “more strategic” spot.
Round 2: New strategy, same bloody
result. "Shawn! where's the freakin' diff
lock lever on this stupid canoe?" River: 2;
4-wheeling fools: 0. Despite the score, we
were NOT going to be beat, it's just water
and a long rope for crying out loud! Once
again, it was back up the river with a new
plan. I was beginning to feel a bit like Wile
E. Coyote.
In truth, we were getting close to the
other shore, we were just unable to close
the deal. We figured if two in the boat were
good, three must be better and who better
to help than a sales guy with loads of experience in closing deals: Dave Fraser.
The new plan was for Shawn and I to
get us close enough to allow Dave to jump
into the shallow water and tie an anchor line
onto a large beached log. Once again we set
out, paddling like we were auditioning for
the intro to Hawaii Five-O, next thing we
knew there was Dave, tying a line to the log,
just as we planned. I believe the saying is

"third time's a charm". Well, not that day.
As we lay on the beach, each of us trying
to catch our breath, a terrible scene began
to unfold… The rope was beginning to
create whitecaps as the force of the current
was pushing past it. We needed to properly
anchor the line and we needed to do it fast.
Just as Shawn arose to move the large rope
from the raft to a secure anchor point, the
small rope that it was tied to snapped with
the intensity of an overloaded winch line
and the rope we worked so hard to pull
across the river, quickly floated away.
Defeated yet again, we now had to get back
across the river without the security of the
line anchored to Kris' 110. The good news
was that we were able to easily manuever
the canoe without the incredible drag from
the rope and soon rejoined our comrades
on the other side of that damn river.
It was now mid afternoon and despite
the long days that summer provides, we
were only an hour or so away from losing
the sun behind a nearby mountain. The
cold river would be even less inviting without the warmth of the sun so we decided
we had time for just one more attempt.
This time, Shawn, Dave and Kris went for
it and alas, succeeded!
A heavy line was now across the
Squamish but unfortunately, the struggle
wasn't over yet. They had made it across,
but 300 feet of rope still needed to be
secured to an anchor that was 50 feet away.
Slowly, they managed to drag it up the
beach, thanks only to the rope's tendency
to intermittently bounce up on top of the
waves. With this accomplished, the anchor
110 was backed up and the line was drawn
tight, at last.

With the rigging now set, it was finally
time to attach the raft. To allow the raft to
move easily on the rope, it was threaded
through a pair of snatch blocks that were
shackled to the ends of the frame. However, with the rope angled slightly up river,
the raft had no incentive to move toward
the other bank. Bill quickly offered to use
his winch to pull the line up river and soon
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cake was on hand that featured three occasions on it, two milestones for the RoverLanders of BC (25 yrs of being a club and
reaching 100 members just a few days
before) and of course Rover Ranch.

Being the club's Membership Coordinator I was proud we reached the 100 marque
in membership for the club. I had told the
Executive a few weeks back that if we
reached 99 members and stalled I would
sign up my dad as he is now a legitimate
Land Rover owner (1987 RRC), and I did.
On behalf of the club dad was presented
with a Rover-Landers travel mug for #100.
Appetites suppressed, Dave & I handed
out some Fun Awards for this year's event.
The Mighty O'Doul was speechless when
he received the 'Cutest Co-Driver' award.
The Hard Luck Award went to Peter Tebbutt with his newly acquired Series III
Lightweight. The poor fellow was pestered
with fuel issues all weekend on the little
truck. This resulted in the truck having
to stay off the trail on Saturday and Peter
going out with his dad in their red Range
Rover (aka The Red Devil or the Beast)
then Peter had to replace the RR's fuel
pump at the top of Brash Creek. These
days it seems Peter is always wearing a
special cologne ~ au de Petrole´.
Now with everything done, run, cleaned
up and Rovers back in their garages and
parking spots we had a great time and yes
there probably will be a 2010 event. Dave
& I are thinking of the August long weekend next year so we won't have to fight
constant snow doing trail preps. If we have
more Rovers attend we may have to go into
groups, with Dave taking the 'want more
mud & goo' group out and Peter & I taking
out groups. Lots of time to think that out
and we certainly are open to suggestions,
ideas and improvements from any of you.
Some Thank-Yous are needed here:
Dave 'Big Daddy' Tebbutt who came up
early (Tuesday) and really helped us out
with lots of last minute details and then he
drove the old Series I down to the coulee
and... loved it! Yes, it runs, just barely;

Peter Tebbutt for helping with some pretrail running & scouting; Shawn Doherty
for bringing up the club canopies & RTV
poles; David Harrison for coming all the
way from Vancouver Island by himself
to attend; Randy, Danuta & Nicky the
Rotti who arrived in at 3:30 a.m. Friday,
committed to get in and still be part of
the group. Sorry you lost your glasses in
the pond Randy; But... big thanks to Don
MacDonald for lending Randy a pair of
glasses to drive home with; and lastly to
Joey who proudly offered up his back for
pony rides in the hot Sunday morning sun
for Sabrina, Victoria, London, Bailey, Leo,
Seamus, Declan and... Julie. Are you still
smiling Julie??

See you in 2010!
Dave, Pamela, Oliver & Jaime

Rover Ranch Fun Awards
• Dirtiest Truck
Christopher Wiebe *
• Came From Far Far Away
David Harrison *
• Sportsmanship
Marianne Hyland
• Hard Luck
Peter Tebbutt
• Good n' Stuck
Ray Hyland *
• Cutest Co-Driver
O'Doul Doherty
• Only Non Land Rover
Bob Bain - Toyota Land Cruiser
• Rover Wagon Run
1st Place - Team #4
Seamus Hyland, Ray Hyland *
& Christopher Wiebe *
2nd Place - Team #2
Pieter & Leo MacDonald,
Don MacDonald * & Marianne Hyland
3rd Place - Team #3
Bailey Deane, Jill Deane *
& Reina Tenveen
* Rover-Lander Members
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Whipsaw Run - July 24 - 26th, 2009
Text by Pamela Blair
Photos by Pamela Blair & Andy Deane
As seasoned Rover-Landers we have
learned over the years that there is little
hope you can successfully get through the
Whipsaw before July 1st. The snow levels
are slow to receed and you may get up to
Lodestone Lake but that's about it.
The Whipsaw snapped its whip at all of
us this trip as it sometimes does but at the
end of the weekend a good trip was done,
seed was spread, garbage collected, new
friends made, we all made it out and damages can always be repaired and fixed.
It was not a big group that decided to
run the Whipsaw this time, a total of 6
Rovers made it into camp Friday night
with the Hyland family eventually meeting
up with us at Lodestone on Saturday eve.
Out for the trip were Andy & Bailey
Deane - RRC, Shawn & O'Doul Doherty
- SIII 109, Bill Eastwood - D90, new RoverLander Alun Lewis with sons Stuart &
Gabriel - D90, non member Jason James
with son Locke - D110 and us Dave, Pamela,
Oliver & Jaime Blair in our Disco II.
Dave & I located a camp spot by 8:15
Friday night with the others rolling in just
after 10:00. Ray Hyland was to meet us at
the camp on 10:00 Saturday morning.

By 10:15 Saturday morning there was
no sign of Ray's black 110 so after fixing
a small heater hose leak on Andy's RRC,
four Rovers toodled about in the bush hoping Ray would be in when we got back.
At 10:35 on the road back to camp Alun's
90 quit running. We had given it a jump
already that morning so the flag was up to a
more serious problem, it was not charging.
Dave had just purchased a deep cycle battery the day before and we had it along, so
in it went. To make a long story/day short
here the 90 drained that battery in 5 hours
stopping the truck over the top of Falcon
Hill. A third battery was put in from Jason to
keep the 90 going. It seeemd like the charging system was not doing its job at all.

After we finally left camp Saturday
morning at 11:00 minus the Hyland's and
the white 90 okay at this point we rolled
along on a nice sunny day in the peak of
the wildflower season. The colors were
spectacular! Everywhere you looked on
both sides of the trails were splashes of
purple, red, yellow, pink and white.

Lunch was at picturesque Hudson
Meadows but the bugs were voracious here
to say the least. The kids and dogs did not
seem to notice as much as they all splashed
and played in the small lake.
Moving on, the day turned and the sky
grew darker and thunder was heard in the
distance. We rolled down into Wells Lake
at about 2:55 and stopped for mere minutes.
Rain was falling, lightening was flashing
and the thunder claps were getting closer.
By 3:30 we were all up Falcon Hill with
no problems other than the white 90 dying
again and Jason's 110 experiencing some
flooding issues.
With rain steadily coming down and
very dark skies we pushed on down the
trail. Dave & I thinking that if the weather
got worse the Princeton Motel was looking
pretty good at this point.
The group's forward progress then came
to a gooey halt at 'the Ditch', which has
been getting worse but still passable over
the last few years. We arrived to see Andy's
RRC over and Shawn's 109 in big trouble
in the middle of the ditch. Fortunately
Shawn did not receive any punctured tires
as the 109 put up a grand fight with the
split and torn sunken culvert in the middle.
I am sure O'Doul grew more white hairs

before they were eventually winched out
and up the bank by Andy.
No point going into all the gory details
here, but it was pouring down, thunder was
clapping, Andy's winch blew, both Alun &
Jason's Defenders were stuck in the ditch
at the same time and something in Alun's
rear axle blew. The group had arrived at the
ditch at 4:30 and when the last Rover was
over (us) it was 6:35. All of us wet, very
muddy, bitten and getting cold and tired.

The bedraggled Rovers reached Lodestone Lake at about 7:20 p.m. The rain had
stopped and mossies were now out in gazillions of hungry and persisant squadrons.
Camps set up, dinners cooked, tummies
satisfied it ended up being an early to bed
night. However, rising on Sunday morning
we were presented with a gorgeous day and
Lodestone was shining in full splendor.
As this had been designated a Whipsaw
Clean-up & Maintenance trip we did manage to spread the bag of grass seed the Ministry had given us 2 years back. This simple
task being a highlight
for all the young boys
we had along. Even
18 month old Locke
had a cupful of seeds
to sprinkle about.
We departed from
Lodestone at 10:35
and headed down the
hill. Dave & I cringed
as we drove through
the new clear-cuts,
logging once again had changed the feel
of the whole area. Don't blink, as nothing
stays the same.
We stopped twice on the way down to
Granite City for the newcomers at the Mullins coal chute ruins in old Blakeburn and
then hiked down to the Waverly Mine shaft
that sits just above Granite Creek. Back at
the trucks we all said our good-byes and
pointed the Discovery out to Coalmont to
head north up the Tulameen Valley and
back to the smokey Okanagan.
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Product Review ~ Pillowtrack

Text by Bill Eastwood
Photos by Andy Deane & Shawn Doherty
At our last Founder's Day I was lucky
enough to win a set of recovery air bags
that were donated to the event raffle by Pillowtrack. Out of respect for their generous
donation and in the interest of evaluating
the product for our members I offer my
impression of the Pillowtracks.

The kit is comprised of two inflatable
air bladders, each sheathed in durable
vinyl-like outer bags that have a thick rubber tread pattern bonded to the sheathing.
Each Pillowtrack has a 'soil side' (ribs)
and a 'tire side' (rectangle), the black rubberized tread surface seems well up to the
job and nothing seemed to suffer from the
stresses of trail and truck.
The Pillowtracks came in a wrap-style
carry cover along with a spare bladder,
some printed information and a demonstration DVD (although on a technical point
my particular DVD was a bit glitchy).
I can tell
you that I
was very
impressed
with
the
overall
quality of
construction; all of
the components
are nicely
manufactured and
assembled
with care.

The application of the product seemed
very intuitive and the DVD cleared up any
questions there may have been.
I can also say that the Pillowtrack
would be most useful for vehicles with
limited clearance and street biased tires
where there is often a need for just a bit
more height to cross a ditch or get unstuck
without endangering bodywork. In situations or terrain that are not littered with
other options for bridge building like in
sand or open prairie the Pillowtrack may
be your best option of a traction aid.
The Pillowtrack can be used in several ways, for mobility or recovery. For
mobility the Pillowtracks should be fully
inflated prior to crossing the obstacle and
then driven over (e.g. as a filler crossing
a ditch).

During recovery operations the Pillowtrack should be placed under the wheel
with least traction, inflated and then driven
over. They can even be used to lift a Land
Rover in certain circumstances and using
a partially inflated pillowtrack can aid in
sand recovery.
The Pillowtracks can be inflated by
mouth but in practical terms a compressor
really speeds things up.
My only criticisms are minor. Firstly, the
air fill hose fits very loosely on the barbed
nipple of the air bladder and required me
to affix it with zap straps which luckily I
had with me.
Eyal Benjamin, the Managing Director
of Pillowtrack informs me that they are

already planning modifications to address
this problem. Secondly the Pillowtrack
is reasonably bulky to store in an already
full vehicle. I suppose this bulk is worth
the trade-off if as mentioned earlier you
are on a day out in a near stock vehicle
and perhaps travelling solo. However if
you are exploring in a modified vehicle
already equipped with such things as a
winch, a locker, oversize tires, lift kit etc.
you are less likely to want to sacrifice the
much needed storage space, especially on
a long trip.

Also and perhaps unavoidably the Pillowtracks get very muddy under certain
conditions and require much cleaning upon
returning home. The wrap style carry cover
is easy to use but not very effective at keeping your vehicle from wearing much of the
accumulated mud, this could be a factor
for some of our more fastidious members
and could be remedied by carrying a fully
enclosed storage bag.
Finally one must consider the cost of the
Pillowtracks. The company's web site lists
the kit at $295.00 US (April 2009). So in
a world of off-road recovery options they
are not the cheapest or the most expensive
toys you can buy but I know from my early
experiences off-roading in stock vehicles
a product such as the Pillowtrack would
have hugely bolstered my confidence in
returning home on time and without body
damage. For the hunter or fisherman who
travels side roads by themselves the Pillowtracks might be nice to have along.
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A Tour Through Silver City Galvanizing Inc.
Text by Bill Eastwood
Photos by Bernie Buttner
In the days before Land Rover started shifting their priorities from building
trucks that last, to building trucks that
pretend to last, galvanizing of much of the
exposed steel was one of the hallmarks of
the brand along with Birmabright alloy
bodywork. Coating steel in molten zinc is
a time honoured way of protecting it from
the ravages of corrosion.
Heavy industry utilizes zinc galvanizing
for everything from lampposts to fish boat
fittings. With a charmingly ugly and rough
finish applied through a decidedly toxic
process it represents the very antithesis of
glamorous modern coatings; and that's why
we like it!
If you can remember back to your grade
school science classes you may recall that
all metals are rated on a galvanic scale
with those at the top being more resistant
to corrosion (more noble) and those at the
bottom being less resistant to corrosion
(less noble). The notion of resistance to
corrosion is one that relates to the electromechanical interaction of various metals
when placed adjacent to one another in an
electrolytic solution (i.e. water). The less
noble metal will become sacrificial to the
more noble metal as there is transference
of ions from the less noble metal (anode),
to the more noble metal (cathode).
Steel is not particularly high on the
scale and does readily rust, nevertheless
it is nobler than zinc. So effectively when
you coat steel with zinc you are protecting
the steel cathode with a blanket anode of
sacrificial zinc.
When your Land Rover's bumper is dry
there is no electrolyte to facilitate corrosion of either the base steel or zinc coating.
When water is trapped in crevices or held
in mud the zinc coating will corrode in its
efforts to protect any steel surface exposed
through abrasion.
Outwardly zinc does not rust like steel,
zinc reacts with oxygen to form zinc oxide,
which further reacts with water molecules
in the air to form zinc hydroxide, and in
turn zinc hydroxide reacts with carbon
dioxide in the atmosphere to form a thin,
impermeable, tenacious and quite insoluble dull grey (the ugly part) layer of zinc
carbonate.

The sacrificial anodic protection of steel
by zinc also extends protection to Birmabright alloy, which although well below
steel on the galvanic scale is an alloy that
will still enjoy some shielding effect when in
electrolytic contact with zinc coated steel.
So you can see that zinc galvanizing
is not a coating like paint which simply
relies on isolating bare steel from moisture, rather it is a coating that concedes the
inevitability of water making contact with
the steel through scrapes and other damage. Zinc saves the day by laying down its
life to save the underlying base metal from
otherwise certain decay.
You can appreciate the folly of Land
Rover's bean counters when in the late
1980's they decided to delete zinc galvanizing from the body capping at the same
time that they moved from Birmabright
alloy to straight aluminum body panels.
Corporate idiocy aside, there is no reason
why we cannot utilize zinc galvanizing in
our restorations and additions.
Zinc can be applied to steel in many
ways, for fine or thin application electroplating is common, for quick repair or for
small pieces you can use a zinc enriched
paint, the now mostly banned method
of flame-spraying was common in ship
building, but the best and most accessible
method is hot dipping in molten zinc.
To view this process up close we
arranged a tour of Silver City Galvanizing Inc. on Annacis Island in Delta. Doug
Boychuck is the president of Silver City
and both his brother and son work at the
plant which opened its doors in 1993. Ron
Poole, the Quality Assurance Manager was
kind enough to give us a comprehensive
tour of the facility which employs approximately forty-five workers.
Coating steel with zinc is a fairly noxious process involving harsh chemical
reactions and working in close proximity
to heated vats or kettles of molten zinc.
Much of the process depends on the experience and finesse of the workers handling
the steel as it passes through each part of
the plant.
• Preparation of your parts to be dipped
First of all your steel must arrive at
the plant free of all paint, lacquer, plastic
coating and heavy rust, ideally it should be
sandblasted or wheel-abraded. Slight rust

from being left out overnight will not be a
problem nor will mill scale. An important
thing to know is that you cannot re-galvanize old parts unless the original galvanizing has been removed, I am told that there
will not be a reliable bond resulting and the
part will not be accepted.
Chassis interiors are a problem if the
rust is severe and the galvanizing will not
be doing its job if forced to contend with
heavy scale. Ron Poole advised me that
although a rough chassis interior can be
dipped he does not appreciate the grunge
that can float out and contaminate the kettle. Stainless steel will accept a zinc coating so if you have welded some stainless
piece to the part to be dipped that's OK.
Threaded holes should arrive with a bolt
inserted with a coating of never-seize on
the threads. I am told the bolt will be able
to be extracted leaving a clean thread.
If you have an external thread that needs
protection from the zinc you can request
that the workers cover the thread with a
special tape following the acid bath. This
tape will apparently survive the dipping
process. Drainage holes are a must. Both
ends of enclosed spaces must be drilled,
any possible places that could trap air or
liquid must be relieved.
The rule is that the hole or holes should
represent about 25% of the size of a pipe
or tube (e.g. 2x2 square tubing should have
a 1/2 inch hole at each end). Overlapping
plates must have relief holes and are best
avoided in the fabrication of parts to be
galvanized. If you have a number of small
parts that could become lost or separated in
the dipping process Ron recommends that
you wire them to a rod using a strong wire
and make sure they are not coming into
contact with each other. This will save time
and ensure all your stuff stays together.

Parts sorted and ranked prior to dipping

• Galvanizing your parts
Workers will prepare parts to be gal-
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vanized by hanging them on racks so that
they can be dipped through various baths
prior to going into the zinc kettle. This
part of the process is much like decorating
a Christmas tree. The hooks used to hang
parts are made of stainless steel as are baskets that hold multiple small parts. Stainless is used because the preliminary bathes
are extremely corrosive and stainless is
apparently impervious. The racks holding
all of the parts are hoisted from tank to tank
on an overhead gantry. The first bath the

like those with threads, 10 to 15 seconds is
all the spinning that is required.
The big tank is something to behold, a
thirty-one foot trough, six-foot wide, full to
the brim of molten zinc kept at a more or
less constant 850º F. It is heated with natural gas and is fed by melting 2400 pound
ingots of zinc from the Cominco smelter
in Trail BC.

and know just when to take cover as the
steel descends into the kettle. Objects coming out of the zinc are moved to a cooling
tank; this cooling is optional and sometimes presents problems of warping.

Rack of tubing ready for the plunge

Zinc ingots

Parts being transfered from tank to tank

parts enter is one filled with heated caustic
soap and its purpose is to remove all oils
and residual contaminants from the surface
of the steel, a process Ron Poole calls pickled clean. From the caustic soap the parts
pass through a rinse tank and then into a
heated bath of sulfuric acid, which is actu-

Ron Poole handed me a skimming pole
used to remove the oxide layer or scum
layer just before the parts are dipped.
This is a critical part of the process
because the oxide layer forms almost
immediately on the mirror-like surface of
the molten pool and bits of oxidized zinc
will stick to the finished surface of parts.

Sending steel into an 850º vat and then
bringing it down to a temperature where it
can be handled is where the risk comes in.
The workers experience comes into play
here and Ron tells me that they have had
very few problems of warping frames or
large parts. Ron advised that large sheets
of very thin plate or wire parts are the most
at risk.

Finished parts

Bill skimming the oxide layer
Caustic soap dip

ally a carefully monitored 10% solution
kept at between 130 and 140º F. Sediment
or dross from this tank is automatically
removed and collected for recycling by
Tech Cominco, it is Ferrous Sulfate and
appears as a light green crystalline product.
From the sulfuric acid the parts are put
through another rinse and then into the flux
tank, a vat like the others 6'x5'x31' but this
time containing Ammonium Chloride.
Now the steel parts are ready for the zinc
kettle. Large parts head for the big kettle
while smaller parts are galvanized in an 8'
kettle that was the company's only kettle
when they opened for business. Beside the
small kettle is a centrifuge that is used to
spin excess zinc from more delicate parts

What amazed me most about using this
skimming device is the buoyancy of things
when placed in the dense molten zinc,
indeed Ron told me that it is very difficult
to sink many items that have any amount
of air trapped inside. A Land Rover chassis may require three or four workers with
poles to completely immerse it and cast
steel can be extremely tricky.
Amongst the hazards of working around
the kettles the most obvious one is associated with the entrapment of liquid in parts
to be dipped coming from any of the acid
or rinse tanks. The resultant explosions
from the escaping steam or gases as the
parts are lowered into the 850º zinc are
not just theoretical but evident from the
zinc encrusted walls around the kettle. The
workers seem to take this danger in stride

• How much does it cost?
Zinc is a commodity with a fluctuating
price, as of the end of April 2009 you will
pay somewhere between 50 and 65 cents
per pound to have items galvanized at
Silver City.
This means that if you take a 100 lb
winch bumper in to be galvanized and they
add 5 pounds of zinc in a 3.4 mil layer (the
required standard) you will pay the going
rate multiplied by 105.
Silver City has a $150.00 minimum
charge so you will want to gather up all
of your goodies and maybe some of your
friends' goodies to make the most of the
minimum charge.
•
Check out more photos from Bill &
Bernie's Silver City tour in the 2009 Photo
Gallery on the Rover-Landers web site.
www.roverlanders.bc.ca
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This issue's Rovering Rover is...

Marley Doodle

who is looking forward to
Rovering in her 1998 Disco I
• Leann Parker & Paul Cooper, Chilliwack

What's still happening in 2009 ??
Upcoming Runs & Events
• Check the Rover-Landers of BC website
for further info or updated details & dates
www.roverlanders.bc.ca

Photo submitted by L. Parker

Want to see your Rovering Rover
in the Rover-Lander?
Send one in!
Must be a member's dog and
featured in or by a Land Rover.

August 15th - September 6th, 2009
Canol Road, Yukon & NWT
The Canol (short for Canadian Oil) Road is
a pipeline road from Norman Wells, NWT to
Whitehorse, YK during WWII.The pipeline no
longer exists, but the 232 km (144 mile) long
Yukon portion of the road is maintained by the
Yukon Government during summer months.
Contact Pete Lembesis at pete.lembesis@mattson.com for further information and criteria on
this expedition.

October 2 - 4th, 2009
Northwest Challenge 2009, Oregon
Looking for a tough off-road challenge? Then
this is the event for you. This year it is being
held in the Morrow Country OHV area near
Heppner, Oregon. Contact Steve Shoenfelder for
more details at steves@warn.com or Mike Bach
at michael.j.bach@fritolay.com

October 24 & 25th, 2009
Whipsaw Trail Fall Run – Princeton area
Check website for exact dates.
The fall Whipsaw Run is planned for the weekend of Oct. 24 & 25. Lodestone Lake clean-up,
sign repairs, camping and exploring. Expect
snow and cooler temps.
Contacts: Andy Deane at dr.jibalo@shaw.ca or
Shawn Doherty at shawndoherty@shaw.ca

September 4 - 7th, 2009
33rd Annual Portland ABFM, Oregon
Held at the Portland International Raceway, West
Delta Park just off the I-5. 1940 N Victory Blvd,
Portland. 3 days of fun-filled activies. 800+ British vehicles. Land Rover Adventure Ride. Contact Pamela Petroff at p2e2d2@comcast.net

September 19th & 20th, 2009
Jim McEachern Memorial Run
Poison Mountain / Mud Lakes
Details to be announced later on the website.

January 9th, 2010
Founder's Day – Cloverdale Agriplex
Open to any and all Land Rover owners.
Raffles, demos, vendors, concession, awards,
the Rover-Landers AGM, plus the mini offroad course has been secured again! This is the
Rover-Landers of BC's big indoor event attracting Land Rovers from all over BC, Alberta &
northern Washington.
Contact Dave Blair at daveblair@sunwave.net
or Andy Deane at dr.jibalo@shaw.ca
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Land Rovers in the News

India's Tatas rue global ambitions as
troubles pile up. Tata Group may have
gone "too far, too fast"
May 14th, 2009
Source: asiaone.com
When India's Tata Group bought British
luxury car icons Jaguar and Land Rover
and Anglo-Dutch steelmaker Corus, the
buys were hailed as signs of the nation
flexing its new global economic muscle.
Now, in an unusually frank admission,
Tata Group chairman Ratan Tata has said
the tea-to-vehicles group, India's oldest
business house, may have gone "too far,
too fast."
In fact, the purchases of both Jaguar-Land
Rover and Corus have created a bigger sea
of troubles for the group than anyone could
have imagined, analysts say.
"Jaguar-Land Rover is in a deep hole,"
Paul Newton, analyst at IHS Global Insight
told AFP, while Corus has idled 40 percent
of its capacity due a sharp fall in demand
brought on by the global recession.
Tata paid 2.3 billion dollars for JaguarLand Rover in 2008.
Lost in the patriotic tub-thumbing over the
deal that included Indian headlines declaring "Jaguar now is an Indian beast" were
analysts' warnings that the luxury marques
had been a financial sinkhole for previous
owner Ford – a situation the economic crisis has only worsened.
When Tata bought Corus for 13.7 billion
dollars in 2007, it was India's biggest ever
foreign takeover.
And the price, measured as a multiple of
Corus's earnings, made it also the most
costly steel takeover ever.
Both acquisitions were made "at an inopportune time in the sense they were near
the top of the market in terms of price,"
Ratan Tata told Britain's Sunday Times
newspaper last weekend.
The Tata Group is now struggling to
digest both acquisitions and is saddled
with debt.
"They (the Tatas) really have overstretched

themselves and now are really scratching
around for funding," Newton said.
The Tatas have been rushing to repay by
next month two billion dollars borrowed
to pay for its purchase of Jaguar-Land
Rover, whose sales have been slammed by
the downturn.
Year on year, Jaguar sales fell by 21 percent in April while sales of Land Rover
fell by 46 percent.
The Tatas are also seeking British government financial support to carry the brands
through the recession.
But the government has attached so many
conditions – among them the right to veto
management decisions in what critics
call "backdoor nationalisation" – that the
Tatas are reportedly threatening to walk
out of the talks.
A Tata spokesman declined to comment
on the funding issues.
For its Corus purchase, Tata Steel is seeking an easing in loan terms from creditors
to weather the downturn.
There has been a "dramatic reversal
apparent in (global) steel industry dynamics," said Ivan Palacios, a Moody's credit
rating analyst.
Last week, Tata said it might be forced
to "mothball" a Corus plant in Teeside
in England's northeast after the factory's
largest customer scrapped a deal to buy 80
percent of its output.
Even Tatas' move to shake up the auto
industry by rolling out the 2,000-dollar
Nano, touted as the world's cheapest car,
is not expected to contribute much in the
early years to the group's bottom line
because of thin margins.
"Corus can be said to be suffering the
downturn in the commodity cycle and...
the acquisition could pay off in the long
run," commented Indian daily Business
Standard in an editorial.
But "with Jaguar-Land Rover, there are
questions about whether the acquisition
was a good idea in the first place."
China is 5th biggest market of
Land Rover
April 24th, 2009
Source: autonews.gasgoo.com
by George Gao
Land Rover China said that in terms of
Land Rover's global sales in the first quarter this year, China has become the fifth
largest market of the British auto brand

(already acquired by India's Tata Motors),
after the UK, U.S., Russia and Italy, sina.
com said today. The Q1 sales of Land
Rover in China hit 1,800 units.
Land Rover has also suffered heavily
from the global economic crisis. The global sales of the Land Rover brand began to
fall in the second half of last years and as
a result its full-year global sales in 2008
finally stood at 187,000 units, down 17%
year on year.
But Land Rover's sales in the Chinese
market had rapid recovery. In the first
quarter this year, the China sales of Land
Rover exceeded the monthly goal for
three straight months, totaling 1,800 units,
up 40% from a year earlier.
The UK Government has confirmed a
grant offer of up to £27 million to Land
Rover for the production of an all-new
car. The car would be based on Land Rover's acclaimed LRX Concept vehicle, first
shown at the Detroit Show last year, and
would be the smallest, lightest and most
efficient it has ever produced.
Sales of Tata Motors' Jaguar cars in China
rose 60% from a year earlier to 352 units
in the first quarter while sales of its Land
Rover vehicles rose 40% to 1,800 units,
said Christopher Brown, China managing
director for the two brands.
The 2010 Land Rover diesel models made
their global debut at the 2009 Shanghai
auto show this week and were launched to
the Chinese market. Land Rover's managing director Mr. Phil Popham and Land
Rover's design director Gerry McGovern
unveiled the 2010 range Rover, 2010
Range Rover Sport and Discovery 4 on
April 20 in Shanghai.
The Land Rover Discovery 4's
New Diesel Engine
March 6th, 2009
Source: carpages.co.uk
"With immense torque delivered at low
rpm, the new LR-TDV6 3.0 diesel is
perfectly suited to the Discovery 4's allterrain capability. And on the road, the
engine delivers huge refinement, as well
as significantly better fuel consumption
and lower CO2 emissions" says Murray Dietsch, Director, Engineering Programmes.
At the heart of the improvements introduced with the Land Rover Discovery 4
is an exceptional and highly efficient new
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diesel engine. The LR-TDV6 3.0 sequential turbodiesel is based on the existing
LR-TDV6 2.7-litre engine, but radically
redesigned to deliver substantially higher
performance, lower emissions and better
fuel economy.
The 2.7-litre has won many admirers as
one of the most refined diesels ever made.
The new, twin turbocharger LR-TDV6 3.0
boasts substantial increases in both power
– up 29 percent to 245PS - and torque, up
36 percent to 600Nm.
The ability to deliver maximum torque
at just 2,000rpm, combined with unparalleled throttle response, substantially
enhances the Land Rover Discovery's
already acclaimed ability both on and offroad.

The new 3.0-litre diesel can significantly out perform its rivals by delivering
500Nm in only 500 milliseconds from
idle. From the driver's perspective this
means instantaneous access to 83 percent
of maximum torque.
But despite this extra performance, engine
emissions are dramatically reduced. When
fitted with DPF, the new LR-TDV6 3.0
meets EU5 emissions requirements (not
due to come into force until 2011) and
with a CO2 figure of 244g/km, it undercuts the existing 2.7-litre automatic by ten
percent.
Fuel economy is also improved by 9 percent, delivering 30.4mpg (9.3 l/100km) on
the EU Combined cycle.
The new 3.0-litre engine has been developed by a joint Jaguar Land Rover team,
with base characteristics designed from the
outset with the requirements of both brands
in mind. High levels of torque and fast
response from low revs perfectly suits both
Jaguar and Land Rover DNA.
The Jaguar version, the AJ-V6D Gen III S,
was recently launched in the new Jaguar XF.
The LR-TDV6 engine has a deeper sump
than its Jaguar sibling, to ensure the efficiency of the lubrication system is not
compromised when venturing off-road.
The oil scavenge system of the turbo-

chargers has been enhanced for a similar
reason, ensuring no oil collects in the turbochargers at extreme angles in off-road
conditions.
For the Land Rover Discovery 4 version,
belt drives are waterproofed, as are the
alternator, air conditioning compressor,
power steering pump and starter motor.
The engine is also tuned specifically to
allow for the greater demands made on
the Land Rover Discovery 4, particularly
for towing and all-terrain driving.
Furious driver dumps his £50,000
Range Rover outside showroom
June 3rd, 2009
Source: dailymail.co.uk
by Andrew Levy
It is not the best advertisement to have
outside your car dealership.
This Range Rover Sport HSE is convincingly decorated like a 'manager's special
offer', but it promotes a set of features that
are far from appealing.
The owner has daubed it with a catalogue
of the faults it allegedly suffered after he
bought it for £50,000 at Lookers Land
Rover showroom in Colchester, Essex.
When the dealership failed to deal with his
complaints to his satisfaction, he parked
the negative advertising outside.
As the vehicle is on a public road, the
showroom has no power to move it.
Staff refused to reveal the owner's identity.
Large yellow vinyl letters along one side
of the car read: "If you want trouble free
motoring do not buy one of these!!!"
On the side and rear windows it lists:
"Problems with 6 front ball joints, 4 front
arm bushes, new seat base, front and rear
n/s (nearside) struts, full n/s suspension
unit, anti-roll bar bushes, air con."
A passer-by said: "It looks really realistic
until you actually read what the words
say. Then it's obvious someone has put it
there to have a dig at the dealership. It's a
brilliant idea."
Mark Foster of Jaguar Land Rover said:
"Land Rover operates a comprehensive

warranty programme and a strong goodwill policy. All necessary repairs to this
vehicle over 42,000 miles have been carried out under warranty. However, we are
disappointed this customer’s experience
has been unfortunate and as such we have
made a goodwill offer towards helping
him into a new vehicle."
Limited-Edition Fire & Ice Models
Introduced for Land Rover Defender
June 10th, 2009
Source: Land Rover UK
by Benson Kong
Coming this summer to 16 markets
around the globe, but not the U.S., will
be a limited run of Fire and Ice models
of the Land Rover Defender. The new,
limited-edition models will be available in
either the 90 or 110 Station Wagon body
styles and will feature "diamond-turned"
five-spoke alloy wheels, black running
boards, LED taillights with clear lenses,
and unique front lights.
Invoking its namesake's fiery composition, the Fire model combines a blazing
Vesuvius Metallic Orange with a Santorini
Metallic Black roof, hood, front grille,
and wheel arches. The Ice model blends
an Alaska White with the same Santorini
Metallic Black body panels for a cooler
contrast.

On the inside, the Defender cabins feature center switch panels that are colormatched to the exterior paint. Contrast
stitching on the steering wheel, seats, center storage compartment, and floormats
add a unique feel to the interior. Attractive
seats combine black leather borders with
gray Alcantara center panels and headrests
with an embossed Land Rover logo.
Even though the Fire and Ice models are
of a limited nature, customization does
not take a back seat. Available optional
accessories for the Defender Fire and Ice
will include an A-frame protection bar, a
raised air intake, ribbed aluminium skidplates, aluminum wing top protectors,
black checker plate protection, a luggage
rack, and a roof sports bar system.
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Editor’s Message – Notes

from under the front seat

Here we are again, another issue put to
bed and out on time to everyone. Wow, is
this one jam packed to the back bumper!
Members, you were all incredible with
this issue, thanks to every one of you who
contributed, you really do make the difference: Gerry, Victor, Bill, Bernie, Shawn,
John P, Andy D, Dave F, Greg S, Stuart S,
Paul C, Leann, the Marines, Ryan, Keith G,
Harvey, Ray H, Pete, Victoria, Bailey, London and of course... the Mighty O'Doul.
Having O'Doul's pawspective on a Run
took me back about a decade to when my
Willow wrote a 'dog's eye' article on a
Blakeburn Run she did with Neville, Taffy
& Sasha. Sadly all four precious Rover
Pups are off chasing mousies in the sky.
I think this is our biggest issue to date
at 44 pages. I thought I was okay at 40
pages then Pete's Canol Road prep article
arrived on July 16th. After scratching my
head and scraping every corner in my bag
of pixie dust I had no choice but to add 4
more pages. So you can blame Pete for
extra page costs in the end. But don't as
his write-up and the pics are awesome. It
really tells their story to date for us all.
Exciting times for the Rover-Landers
of BC this year; 25th Anniversary for the
club, 63 Land Rovers entered at Founder's
Day, good numbers showing up at events
this year, huge expedition to the Canol
Road happening in August and we have
just over 100 members to date. Great
work everyone, you should all be proud to
belong to this club!
This issue's cover belongs to our fabulous Minutes & Memo Guy Bill Eastwood,
who captured this shot of Pete Lembesis'
110 preparing to be a 'floater'. There were
many great shots taken of this but alas they
were taken too small (not enough info to
enlarge). I also like shots that have the sun
shining on the truck, too many big dark
areas do not print or reproduce well.
Some new sections have been started in
this Summer issue with the hope that all
or some of them will continue on in future
issues for everyone's enjoyment.
The first new section being a Rover Kids
page. Some of our younger Roverers are
growing up fast and are more involved on
Runs and being part of the group. Bailey
& London Deane have been Rovering for
years, at least Bailey has, and both boys
are taking some great pictures. Some better

than us big kids. Amazing what young fresh
eyes see. The lovely Miss Victoria has been
bitten by the writing bug so let's see what
comes from her keyboard. Makes one wonder what Sabrina might have up her sleeve
or all those Hyland Boys?
Also new is that we will try to feature
more Product Reviews when we can get
them. Members: feel free to submit a Product Review to the Rover-Lander on a new
product you have tried out recently. Half
page to a full page with some photos. See
Bill's review on Page 30 as an example.
And lastly we are trying to incorporate
more of our members with some newsy
tid-bits about them or their Land Rovers.
Try Page 7 on for size. Please let me know
when you have something similar to submit for that section.
To date I am not quite sure who will
be doing the actual documentation of the
Canol Road Expedition and sending it into
the Rover-Lander, hopefully someone will.
However, putting articles and pictures in
the newsletter gives a club a permanent
printed historical account of its members
and events. Keep up the good work folks!
Looking forward to the Winter issue
I am thinking of using the annual color
center spread into a 'Then & Now' feature.
I chatted with John Parsons back in the
spring about it and he agreed it was a great
idea. Many members have had the same
trucks for a few years now and it's interesting so see how their Land Rovers have
changed, whether it be paint changes; pickups to hard tops or loads of accessories and
blingy bits added to their bodies.
I have quite a few Then & Now pictures
already in stock but don't be surprised if you
get an e-mail from me this fall once I really
get rolling on the project. I want to use the
color spread as a few Rovers have changed
drastically in color from then to now. For
example Bernie Buttner's 110 went from
greyish blue to brown, Bill Eastwood's 90
went from being a light greyish-green pickup to what we know as his truck today, dark
green with a white hard top.
If you would like to get in on this color
feature please e-mail me soon or before
October 1st with your Then & Now shots.
Please include the truck's age with about
2-4 photos I can choose from.
Thanks again to John Parsons for his
article and pictorial display on the Remark-

able life of Brutus. I am sure John is glad to
have me off his back on this. Many of you
will remember this truck, it's adventures
and eventual crash. If any of you have
something to share about the life of your
Land Rover, let us know.
Lots of events have been going on this
year, with something for everyone. It was
a real treat to see Greg Sutfin's ole 109
#86 back together and running at his 7th
annual Van Isle Rover event. Yeah Greg!
New President Andy Deane did well with
day Runs at the coast this last spring. Lots
of new and non members out. Rover Ranch
2009 was a success again with Dave & I
now seriously wondering what to do next
year if we get more trucks out. Can we
handle 30 Rovers?? We may have to try a
system similar to how they do it at National
Rally in the US with a variety of trails
offered and trail leaders. Lots of time to
think it over before next year.
I hope you all enjoyed the feature on
the Dutch Marines that were here training
this last spring. Dave & I had an interesting
time meeting them and their Land Rovers.
So on that note Tally-ho for this Summer issue, enjoy the rest of your summer
and again thanks for all the great contributions, keep it up!
Below is a shot of Strange Tower not
surrounded by a bunch of Land Rovers.
Thanks to my good pal Stuart S for identifying what the tower actually is. It is a
very high frequency omnidirectional range
for guiding aircraft on the Edmonton/Vancouver airway (VOR). Check out page 7
that Stuart found on www.spectralumni.ca/
DOTnews/dotnov61.pdf. No one up here
seemed to know anything about it or for
that matter that it was even there. Strange!

always, PB & the Rover Pups

