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2009 Rover-Landers
Executive
President
Andy Deane
604.833.1953
dr.jibalo@shaw.ca
Vice President
Christopher Wiebe
604.574.7780
cgvsw@yahoo.ca
Secretary / Treasurer
Shawn Doherty
604.939.2490
shawndoherty@shaw.ca
• Send club correspondence to the
Club Secretary at:
Suite 100 - 445 Mountain Hwy.,
North Vancouver, B.C., V7J 2L1
Past President
Dave Blair
250.546.3606
daveblair@blackpress.ca
• Send memberships to:
The Membership Coordinator
1829 Pleasant Valley Road, Armstrong,
B.C., V0E 1B2, or use PayPal on the
Rover-Landers of BC website.

Website
www.roverlanders.bc.ca
• The Rover-Landers of BC are
committed to the preservation,
restoration and driving enjoyment
of Land Rover vehicles; and the
preservation of the outback
environment throughout B.C. Events
are targeted towards all
members of the family.

Rover-Landers
Directors &
Key Volunteers
• Central Interior Rep: Dave Blair
daveblair@blackpress.ca
• Northern Interior Rep: Gerry Bolduc
gb.oforc@hotmail.com
• Vancouver Island Rep: Greg Sutfin
gsutfin@telus.net
• Business Relations: John Parsons
roverlad@telus.net
• Membership Coordinator &
Newsletter Editor: Pamela Blair
hoofandpaw@sunwave.net
• Minutes Recorder, Communications
& Web Photo Galleries: Bill Eastwood
gvrdeu@telus.net
• Webmaster: Dave Blair
daveblair@blackpress.ca
• Clothing & Merchandise: Jill Deane
britishboys@shaw.ca
• Calendar of Events: Kris Maksymuik
emailkris@telus.net
• Whipsaw Trail Preservation Committee:
Shawn Doherty (Project Manager),
Andy Deane, Pete Lembesis,
Kris Maksymuik, Dave Blair
& Derek Norman
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Supporters
• Special thanks go to all our advertisers
who make the publication of this newsletter possible. Please show your support
by visiting these companies.
• The Rover-Landers of BC reserves the
right to refuse any advertisers.
• The Rover-Landers of BC has a very
active Internet home page and web
Forum. Visit our site at:
http://www.roverlanders.bc.ca
• The Rover-Lander is produced 3 times
per year (April, August & December) &
is mailed to all paid members.
• The Rover-Lander is printed by Bruce
Adams at Professional Graphics in
Armstrong, B.C.

On the Cover
this month's cover is Series,
the Summer issue is Defender and
the Winter issue is Range Rover.
• Crossing the legendary Blackwater River
on the Mackenzie Trail Expedition last
August is Greg Pollock & Bob Bain
from Surrey in Greg's 'go anywhere'
1984 Series III 109".
Photo by: Roving Photographix

In this Issue
• President's Message
• Monthly Minutes
• 25 years of the Rover-Landers
• Founder's Day 2009
• Snowflake Chase
• Trail Strategy Meetings
• More Tales from the Desert
• Christmas in Moab
• Church Mountain Run
• In the Garage • In the News
• Upcoming Events

Coming up in the Summer Issue
• The Remarkable Life of Brutus
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
AGM Minutes - January
January 10th, 2009
Bill Eastwood recording.
Meeting commenced at 11:00 a.m., Cloverdale
Agriplex, Surrey, B.C.
Members & Guests Present: Dave Blair,
Shawn Doherty, Pete Lembesis, Bill Eastwood.
John Parsons, Andy Deane, Rick Mellenger,
Barry Newton, Andrew Phillips, Pamela Blair,
Andrea Newton, Dave Fraser, Stuart Scantlebury, Greg Sutfin, Jill Deane, Derek Norman,
Dave Vervaet, Rob Hoban, Christopher Wiebe,
Geoffrey Bird, Karl Nylund, Stuart Sneddon,
Roger Sutcliffe, Stuart Longair, John Curtis.
• Agenda for AGM: Motion to adopt by John
Curtis, seconded by Christopher Wiebe.
Members voted to adopt.
• Minutes from the previous AGM as posted
in the "members only" area of the webboard: Motion to adopt by Rick Mellenger,
seconded by Stuart Longair.
Members voted to adopt.
• Membership Report:
Pamela Blair, Membership Coordinator &
Newsletter Editor for the Rover-Landers of BC,
reports that the Membership as of December
31st, 2008 consisted of: Total # of paid members – 91 (2007 – 88, up by 3), Renewals – 65
New – 26 (2007 – 22, up by 4)
Male – 85
Female – 6
Area breakdown of members:
Lower Mainland – 66 Vancouver Island – 10
Interior – 7
Cariboo – 1
Kootenays – 2
Alberta – 3 USA – 2 (WA)
Payment: chq, cash, MO – 69
PayPal – 22
• 2009 Membership Report as of the start of the
AGM: Total # of paid members – 14
Renewals – 7
New – 7
Area breakdown of members:
Lower Mainland – 8 Vancouver Island – 1
Interior – 3 Kootenays – 1 Cariboo – 1
– 2009 membership forms were mailed out to
all 2008 members in early December with the
Winter Newsletter. Also 18 forms were mailed
out to 2007 un-renewed members.
• 2008 Newsletter Report for the RoverLander
3 issues of the Rover-Lander were produced on
time in 2008: Spring, Summer & Winter – total
page count: 100.
For total print and postage costs please see
the Club Treasurer. Advertising content down
from 2007. Many thanks to all who contributed
articles, Run write-ups and photos in 2008.
The Spring 2009 issue has already been started
and will be out in April.
– Rick Mellenger asked about the distribution

of newsletters beyond the membership. Pamela
reported that Advertisers are given copies and
that copies are distributed to other clubs and
businesses for promotional and informational
purposes.
• Business Relations Report
Dave Blair announced that Ad revenue was
down a bit from last year but John Parsons has
been working to get supporters to provide some
nice prizes for the Founder’s Day raffle.
• Treasurer’s Report
(to be attached when provided)
– Question from Stuart Longair regarding the
BFG Whipsaw donation money citing that he
understood the money was to be kept by the
club in a fund that will distinguish it from general club revenue. Shawn Doherty replied that
there has not been a separation of this money
from general club revenue.
– Question from Stuart Longair regarding the
Arden Leung 'Border to Border' bequest money
citing that he understood the money was to be
kept by the club in a fund that will distinguish
it from general club revenue. Shawn Doherty
replied that there has not been a directive to
keep this money separate from general club
revenue.
• Whipsaw Report
– Shawn Doherty reported that trips to Whipsaw earlier in the year had been hindered by
snowfall. Pete Lembesis and Kris Maksymiuk
managed an early Run with their Unimogs as
far as Wells Lake. A second abortive attempt by
Shawn Doherty, Andy Deane, John Curtis and
Pete Lembesis was fraught with mechanical
difficulties on Andy and Pete's Land Rovers that
cut the trip short. Shawn managed a solo run to
Lodestone for some light maintenance and sign
replacement in late summer. Triumphantly we
had a very successful fall Run that, combined
the Jim MacEachern Memorial Run and a very
swank BBQ that nicely rounded out the club's
efforts for 2008. Thanks were conveyed to Dave
Blair from Roger Sutcliffe for the GPS waypoints he provided to his small private group
who ran the Whipsaw independent of the club.
Roger also thanked the club for the impressive
clean-up efforts.
– Rick Mellenger wondered what the conditions
were for fines in relation to how far off the trail
vehicles could wander. Dave explained that the
Ministry of Forests regards a road right of way
as extending 30' on either side of the road center
line. Dave explained that conditions for fining
are a grey area but that clear violations and disregard for protected areas would be dealt with
by the Ministry.
– Pete Lembesis wanted to know if designated

trails were the same as protected. Dave Blair
explained that they were the same. Dave Blair
and Steve Dillen have again met with Ed Abels
of the MoF and re-signed the agreement for
maintenance at Lodestone Lake. Our gentlemen's agreement with the 4WDABC to continue our collaborative work on the Whipsaw
Trail was reaffirmed and efforts to include
Wells Lake in the agreement are developing.
Dave explained that our agreement currently
includes all of the area within 350 metres of the
center of Lodestone Lake
• Island Report
Greg Sutfin our Vancouver Island Director
reports that last year didn't seem too busy on
the Island but including Founder's Day there
was almost an event every month attended by
Rover-Landers members. Events for the Vancouver Island crowd included:
– Feb 17th: Play day exploring out the Weigles
Road area near Nanaimo.
– March 4th: the VanIsle web site is back and
updated.
– March 9th: Blackjack Ridge run or "Spring
Crawl".
– May 6th: Old English Car Club swap meet at
the Saanichton Heritage Grounds.
– June 7th & 8th: Cowichan Valley Land Rover
rally with 18 Rovers and about 50 people.
– June 20th: Good turnout for the OECC "Brits
on the Beach" show at Ladysmith's Transfer
Beach.
– July 24th: Greg hosted a UK visitor and took
him on a logging road from Port Alberni to
Cumberland. The visitor commented it was the
longest gravel road he had ever seen.
– Sept 21st: OECC Fort Rod Hill ABFM where
Victor & Margaret Gerwin won 1st Overall with
their Dormobile.
– Oct 25th: group drive to Green Mountain
south of Nanaimo.
– Nov 8th: tour of a small private bio-diesel
plant.
– Coffee nights were held in May, October and
December.
Combined with many visits to club events on
the mainland 2008 was a good year and the
Marque is alive and well on Vancouver Island.
• Interior Report
(Gerry Bolduc was not present to give his report
but it seems he is contending with a lot of snow
at his new home in Prince George)
• Election of Officers for 2009
Dave Blair confirmed that he has decided not to
run again for President.
– Andy Deane agreed to stand for President.
Dave Blair seconded his nomination.
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There being no other takers Andy Deane was
acclaimed as President.
– Christopher Wiebe agreed to stand for Vice
President.
Dave Blair seconded his nomination.
There being no other takers Christopher Wiebe
was acclaimed as Vice-President.
– Shawn Doherty agreed to stand for another
term as Treasurer.
Motion by Pamela Blair to combine the offices
of Secretary and Treasurer. Motion seconded by
Bill Eastwood.
Motion adopted by the membership.
There being no other takers for the new position
of Secretary/Treasurer, Shawn Doherty agreed
to stand for the new combined office and he was
acclaimed into the position.
– Dave Blair announced that Shawn's address
would now be the official club address.
Directors of the club for various positions
were appointed as follows:
– Greg Sutfin continues for Director Vancouver
Island
– Gerry Bolduc continues for Director BC

interior
– Shawn Doherty, Derek Norman, Pete Lembesis and Pamela Blair are the Whipsaw Committee
– Bill Eastwood continues as Photo Gallery
Editor, Member email Notification & Minutes
Recorder
– Pamela Blair continues as Membership Coordinator & Newsletter Editor
– Jill Deane replaces Andy Deane as representative for Club Merchandise
– John Parsons continues for Business Relations
Coordinator
– Dave will continue to represent as the Director for the Okanagan
• Snowflake Chase
Dave Blair reminded everyone present that
there is a 9:00 a.m. rendezvous time for the
Snowflake Chase tomorrow at the Whatcom
Road turn-off on Hwy 1. The Run will take participants into the area behind Cultus Lake.
• Founder’s Day Entry Fee
Bill Eastwood raised the matter of charging an
entry fee for walk-ins at Founder’s Day. He

suggested that the fee was likely dissuading
those who might otherwise walk-in to the event
especially in light of the practice of allowing
unlimited free additional entries to those who
arrive as passengers in a vehicle.
Pamela Blair motioned that for subsequent
Founder’s Day events the entry fee for walk-ins
should be waived in favour of replacing it by
a voluntary donation collected on behalf of a
charity of the Club’s choosing. Bill seconded
the motion.
The members voted in favour of the motion.
– Dave Blair announced that the 'dirt course'
outside of the Agriplex would be open until
4:00 p.m. for those interested. He asked that
those using the course should wash their vehicle
off using the hose provided on the east side of
the building.
Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Rick
Mellenger. Seconded by Derek Norman.
AGM adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

January Meeting Minutes
January 16th, 2009
Bill Eastwood recording
Meeting Commenced at 7:30 p.m., Ricky's
Restaurant, Surrey, B.C.
Members Present: Andy Deane, Shawn Doherty,
Christopher Wiebe, Bill Eastwood, Bernie Buttner, Andrew Phillips, Phil Armstrong, Rick Mellenger, Kris Maksymiuk, Stuart Longair, Shad
Lievesley, Dave Tebbutt, Glenn Daigle.
Guests Present: Julie (Glenn's better half),
Deb Waters.
• Minutes from the previous meeting: Not read
• Treasurer’s Report: No Report
• Membership Update: (as submitted by
Pamela Blair)
– Membership currently sits at 60 paid members
for 2009.
Welcome to the following new members since
the November Meeting: Geoffrey Bird - North
Vancouver, Mike Fortier - Kelowna, Jeremiah
Schmidt - New Westminster, Paul Hiller - New
Westminster, Juan Jose Recavarren - Richmond,
Alun Lewis - Surrey, Jonathan Fether - North
Vancouver, Daniel Cartier - Burnaby, Jim Ten
Hoeve - Abbotsford, Steve Parkinson - Delta,
Randy Hay - Surrey, Shad Lievesley - Langley.
Welcome Backs to: Howie Wong - Matsqui,
Sean Keating - North Vancouver, Stefani Cushing - Seattle, Tony Klassen - Rosedale.
Memberships processed at Founder's Day - 45
2009 dues can now be sent in either direct to the
Membership Coordinator by mail or by PayPal
online.
• Newsletter Update: (as submitted by Pamela
Blair)

The Spring issue of the Rover-Lander has been
started and will be out to members at the start
of April. The Rover-Lander really needs In the
Garage submissions for this issue. Book space
with Pamela asap, text and pics due by March
1st, 2009.
We now have a reservation in for the Rovering
Rover spot, but still need reservations for the
Summer & Winter issues for this year.
We will still take 2008 National Rally stories,
other articles, pictures or write-ups. Book space
asap, text and pics due by March 1st, 2009.
• Founder’s Day
Andy asked for member comments both good
and bad regarding the event.
– Bill E. expressed that the dirt off-road course
was a lot of fun and a nice addition to the event.
– Deb Waters pointed out that Jim McEachern's
widow was not invited to present Jim’s memorial trophy as she was last year. Andy recognized
this as an oversight and she will be invited in
subsequent years.
(Following report submitted by Pamela Blair)
Great success with a fabulous Land Rover turnout - 63 trucks. 39 trucks were owned by 2008
Rover-Lander members.
Breakdown: Series I - 2, Series II, IIA&B - 8,
Series III - 5, Defender 90 - 3, Defender 110 13, Range Rover - 9, Discovery I & II - 22, LR3
- 1, LR2, Freelander & 101 FC - 0
– The Outdoor Off-Road Course & Mini Workshops were successful thanks to Andy Deane,
Shawn Doherty, Bill Eastwood, Christopher
Wiebe, Dave Blair, Mark Maksymuik & others
that helped out anywhere they could.
Thanks also to John Parsons who did a great job
handling the Raffle & prizes and to Jill, Bailey

& London Deane for taking care of all the merchandise and counting raffle tickets.
– Thank you to the Rover-Landers of BC for
awarding the Jim McEachern Memorial trophy
to me for 2008 as 'most dedicated member', I
am honored and proud to receive this award
again. Pull up your bootstraps Boys as I pick
the 2009 winner.
The People's Choice Award pictures are now
online, copies were also e-mailed to the winners. Congratulations to all the winners!
• Members Latest News:
– Rick Mellenger: Rick attended the Sasquatch
4x4 club sponsored toy run and then later
participated in the Cloverdale parade with his
decorated 109.
– Stuart Longair: Exited about his new 110 arriving from England in a 40 container shared by
another 110 owned by Peter Rice. Development
of his Tomcat project is progressing slowly.
– Shawn Doherty: (our new Sec/Treasurer)
Everytime Shawn goes out to play in the snow
he breaks something, fuel line, brake servo,
exhaust.
– Bill Eastwood: Nothing to report.
– Bernie Buttner: Having brake issues and has
ordered a new brake servo.
– Andrew Phillips: Replaced the air suspension
pump so he could get to Founder's Day only to
have it fail on the way, Don M. helped get it
running for the trip home. It failed again, now
he is very disheartened and is considering parting his RR out.
– Phil Armstrong: Nothing new to report except that
he has been blocked out of his garage by snow.
– Andy Deane: (our new club Pres) Roaring
along with his new used replacement 3.9 V8
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which was installed over a 24-hour period by a
volunteer crew of Andy, Pete, Kris and Bill.
– Christopher Wiebe: (our new club vice) Alternator has been rebuilt and he is collecting parts
and spares so he has plenty on hand for when he
does his own maintenance.
– Glenn Daigle: His 90 has been living under
the snow and has a dead alternator which will
be repaired soon. On an up note Julie has a new
Vespa.
– Shad Lievesley: Installed 2" Ironman springs,
hockey puck body lift and has removed the
sway bars from his '96 Disco. He is also looking
for a project 88.
– Kris Maksymiuk: Had to re-bead one of his
tires while out on the Snowflake Chase scouting mission.
– Dave Tebbutt: Dave managed to get his '75
RR out to Founder’s Day but hasn't done any
work on it lately.
• New Business:
– Badges: Much discussion about the grill badges commemorating the club's 25th anniversary.
– Andy D circulated a sample badge that Rick
M. had brought in that was locally made. It was
a machined and engraved badge and could be
had in small batches. The badge was plain aluminum and could be had with a black painted
background for around $45 each. Anodizing
the alloy would add an undetermined amount to

the cost. This badge approximates the size and
shape of the old series station wagon plaques.
Andy had a quote for another smaller cast and
enameled badge which also replicated the series
SW plaque with would cost around $62 each.
Unfortunately a less expensive supplier dropped
out of the bidding due to health concerns. There
was discussion about an Australian supplier
who could provide an enamel version but who
requires a hefty minimum order .
Andy advised that the club will continue to seek
other suppliers for quotes. He also mentioned
that interest in the smaller version vs. the larger
has been split. A good number of those present
preferred the smaller enameled version. Most
expressed concerns that the quality should
be high regardless of the final choice. These
badges would require a firm commitment from
those interested as the club will not likely be
able to carry stock.
• BC Trails Strategy:
– Dave Tebbutt was the sole Rover-Lander to
attend a public information meeting earlier this
week regarding a new government initiative
to designate, categorize and otherwise control
access to back country trails in BC. Dave
expressed great concern that the 4x4 fraternity
is being pushed to the sidelines in this process.
Dave has also drafted a letter expressing his
thoughts that he intends to submit to the orga-

nizing group of 'stakeholders'. Dave told the
members that although Steve Dillen of the
4WDABC was present at the meeting he is not
a committee member and it seems as though
much of the sentiment of those present was
running counter to those of us interested in
vehicular access to public lands. Dave encourages members to write letters of concern and to
learn more about the process from the BC Trails
Strategy website. January 31st is the deadline
for written submissions.
• 2009 Events:
Event planning was discussed although discussions were cut short by lack of available time.
Preliminary ideas are as follows;
– Chipmunk Creek loop date undetermined
– Cowichan Valley Land Rover Rally will be
held June 13th & 14th. It is the weekend before
Father's Day
– Van Dusen ABFM in May
– Whipsaw (3 runs)
– Jim McEachern run to Poison Mountain/Mud
Lakes Sept 19th/20th
– Radio Informational Session February
Other non-Rover-Landers runs were discussed
including the Portland ABFM on Labour Day
and the Land Rover National Rally in Leadville,
Colorado at the very end of July and over into
August.
Meeting adjourned 8:50 p.m.

February Meeting Minutes
February 19th, 2009
Bill Eastwood recording
Meeting Commenced at 7:30 p.m. with 6:30 p.m.
pre-Meeting, Ricky's Restaurant, Surrey, B.C.
Members Present: Andy Deane, Christopher
Wiebe, David Blair, Shawn Doherty, Bill Eastwood, Bernie Buttner, Andrew Phillips, Phil
Armstrong, Stuart Longair, Kris Maksymiuk,
Mark Maksymiuk, Shad Lievesley, Dave Tebbutt, Glenn Daigle, Craig Miller, Pete Lembesis, Dave Fraser, Cory Paulger, Ryan Ulansky,
Jonathan Fether, Dixon Strachan, Dave Vervaet,
Greg Pollock.
Guests Present: Colin Paulger, April Buttner,
Andre Maier, Deb Waters, Sheila Jonnes.
• Minutes from the previous meeting: Not read
• Treasurer's Report: No Report
• Membership Update: (as submitted by
Pamela Blair)
– Membership currently sits at 73 paid members
for 2009. Welcome to the following new member since the January Meeting: Tim Roberts Keremeos. 2009 dues can now be sent in either
direct to the Membership Coordinator by mail,
by PayPal online or by bringing to the monthly
meetings. 2008 memberships not renewed by
April will receive a Spring issue of the RoverLander and a final membership renewal notice,

but will not receive further newsletters after this
point until their membership is renewed.
• Newsletter Update: (as submitted by Pamela
Blair)
– The Spring issue of the Rover-Lander is well
underway and will be out to members at the
start of April. The Rover-Lander still needs In
the Garage submissions for this issue. Book
space with Pamela asap, text and pics due by
March 1st, 2009. 38 request e-mails were sent
out in January for submissions. 3 came back
saying nothing to report right now and 1 submission was received. We have a submission
in for the Spring Rovering Rover spot, but still
need reservations for the Summer & Winter
issues for this year.
– John Parsons has been working on securing
advertising for the year for the Rover-Lander. To
date all 2008 advertisers are booked in for 2009.
• Merchandise update:
– 25th anniversary grille badges have still not
been finalized. Andy Deane showed around a
couple of new examples, a large milled aluminum plaque of the same size as a series station
wagon badge finished in black with engraved
script. The second was one of the Northwest
Overland Society that Craig Miller brought
with him. Andy has the contact email for the
supplier of the ones for the NOS but has not had
a response back yet. Pricing sounds reasonable

if at least 60 are ordered. Still much division on
preference for size and manufacturing details.
– Remaining calendars are on offer for $4.00
each.
– New green long sleeve T-shirts are now available for $30.00.
– Dave Blair has updated the Merchandise page
of the website.
• Trails Strategy Meetings:
– Both Dave Tebbutt and Dave Blair submitted letters to the organizers of this latest BC
government initiative to limit access to public
lands. Neither have heard anything back as yet.
• 2009 Events:
– Event planning was the main topic for discussion with a number of people showing up early
for a pre-Meeting and open discussion on the
proposed Canol Road Run.
– Andy Deane tried to solidify calendar dates
for known events and Dave Blair updated the
web calendar in real time.
– A Run will be held this weekend February
21st in the Sleepy Hollow/Church Mountain
area of the Fraser Valley 9:00 a.m. departure
from Whatcom Road turn off from the freeway.
– The Pacific Coast Rover Club is holding
its 20th birthday in Chehalis on February 28th,
details to be posted on the events page of the
web board.
– March 22nd & April 19th have been set
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aside for trips that will be announced. Watch the
web board and calendar online.
– Van Dusen All British Field Meet is on
May 16th. This year there will be more Land
Rover categories than in previous years. Some
suggestion as to whether we could have a table
or booth to promote the club at little or no cost.
Stuart Longair will ask organizers. This same
weekend there will be an early exploratory
Whipsaw Run for those who want to get their
trucks dirty details will be posted on the Calendar & Events page of the website.
– Cowichan Valley Land Rover Rally sponsored by Greg Sutfin's family will be held
June 13th & 14th. It is the weekend BEFORE
Father's Day.
– Rover Ranch 2009 - north Okanagan July 1
- 5, 2009. Because of traveling time for coastal
members to and from the Okanagan (6-7 hrs
barring no breakdowns or hwy closures) we
would like to snag the July long weekend dates.
We are also going to allow more down/relaxation time and the Runs will be shorter. Yes,
there will be cake!! and of course fire. I had a
long talk with Rick Tenveen (Salmon Arm) after
Xmas and he is going to help us finding some
new Run areas - Owl's Nest for one up above
Mara Lake (towards Sicamous) on the east side.
About a 30-40 min hwy drive north from the
Ranch. We are also open to any ideas anyone
has for other fun and adventures. Run up to
Silver Star - chairlift ride to the top and lunch?
Contact Dave or Pamela for more info.
– Whipsaw (two other Runs) with the last Run
scheduled for the 24th & 25th of October and will
include a scaled down version of last year's BBQ.
– Details to be determined for the Jim McEachern Memorial Run to Poison Mountain/Mud
Lakes Sept 19th/20th.
– Other non-Rover-Landers Runs were discussed including the Portland ABFM on Labour
Day, the Bellevue ABFM on July 25th and
the Land Rover National Rally in Leadville,
Colorado at the very end of July and over into
August.
– Founder's Day 2010: Andy Deane advised
that we need to book the Agriplex for next year
soon. The price next year will be slightly higher
because we will not receive the $200 dollar
discount we received last time because of the
booking screw-up. When canvassed most members present preferred a mid to late January date
for the next Founder's Day.
– Canol Road: Discussion about this ambitious
Run has been ongoing in the Events section of
our website for some months and currently contains 14 pages of posts including maps, photos
and ingenious plans for floating Land Rovers
across rivers.
Pete Lembesis had consolidated much of the
information and questions for the membership
in preparation for this meeting. Dave Blair was

also ready to ask some basic questions of the
members present.
Pete L. gave some background on the planned
trip mentioning that it will be an approximately
6000 km round trip and will be tough on equipment and the ill-prepared. He also mentioned
that he was not aware of any 4 wheeled road
vehicles that have traversed the trail since its
decommissioning in the seventies. Only dirt
bikes, hikers and some on horseback have used
the trail in recent years. Although the theoretical
objective would be to make it to the banks of
the Mackenzie River opposite Norman Wells it
is not at all clear if this is possible. In all likelihood the group will have to turn around at some
point and retrace their steps. In the event of
illness or injury medical assistance would have
to come from Ross River or Norman Wells and
that would likely be in the form of an air lift.
Logistics for the trip are complicated and
include large quantities of fuel, river crossing
paraphernalia, much recovery gear and competently maintained and equipped vehicles.
Both Pete L. and Dave B. raised the question of
this Run as a club event. Liability issues for the
club were the main concern. Much discussion
ensued. It was decided that although length and
remoteness of the Canol Road are a daunting
consideration the actual dangers and risk for the
club do not exceed those of other club Runs.
It was also expressed that the Rover-Landers
would benefit from the interest and general
enthusiasm for a trip such as this. Many thought
that this challenge is consistent with other ventures organized by the club.
Next up was a discussion about whether to limit
the number of participants. Many felt that limiting participants was not necessary because the
arduous nature of the trip will be a self limiting
factor both in vehicle preparation and commitment of time.
There was then discussion about experience
levels of those intending to go and whether
there should be some minimum level of training and experience before signing up. Some
expressed that formal off-road training was no
guarantee of competency, nor was the length of
time you've been an owner of a Land Rover.
It was thought that making prospective participants fully aware of the difficulties and associated responsibilities of such a trip would also act
as a self limiting element. Besides this it seemed
unfair to many present that certain members
could be excluded on subjective lines. Some
made the point that the trip itself could prove
difficult to the point that some who choose to
go may wish to drop out at some point along the
trail anyway. This could be for mechanical considerations or difficulty in proceeding forward
in which case those participants must be able to
accept turning around on their own or waiting
for the returning vehicles to pick them up. Not
all eventualities can be predicted but the club

has a general practice of making sure everyone
gets back to civilization safely.
In the end it was agreed that anyone wishing to
make the trip must be a paid up member of the
Rover-Landers but that no other strict experience requirements would be imposed.
Vehicle readiness was also a hot topic. How
much preparation of a vehicle would be
required? There was lots of opinion and lots
of contradiction about things like mandatory
winches and tow points.
It was suggested by Pete L. and endorsed by
most present that he would draw up a list of
mandatory and recommended equipment and
supplies for participating vehicles. Someone
asked about allowing other vehicles such as
Jeeps or Unimogs, it was again stressed that as
a club Run the only limiting requirement was
valid club membership and an enthusiasm for
Land Rovers.
Pete reminded members that there would be a
substantial out of pocket cost for participants
because of the associated equipment needed
for the numerous water crossings. It was also
brought forward and agreed that a Satellite
phone would be an important item and that the
club would cover the cost of such an item in the
interest of safety.
The question of sponsorship support naturally
followed once there was recognition of necessary costs. Everyone except Shawn D. was in
favour of seeking sponsorship anywhere we
can but that the Executive would retain the
discretionary jurisdiction of accepting sponsors. Pete L. has already received endorsement
for the project from a company that can supply
inflatable barrels that might work in a pontoon
scheme for crossing rivers.
Craig Miller of the Northwest Overland Society
has heard from the Overland Journal that they
would be interested in supporting the trip in
some way and perhaps doing a feature in the
journal itself.
Promotional and commemorative shirts, stickers etc. could also benefit from sponsorship.
Cory Paulger has already taken it upon himself
to have a sample 'Canol Trophy' shirt made as
an example of what we can have made.
Dave B. raised the question of continued discussion in the public section of the web board.
He wondered if discussion should be moved to
the member's only section because of concerns
that too much open publicity could draw negative criticism. Most felt that there was value in
sharing preparation discussion publicly but that
if it appeared that some of the discussion was
going to harm the venture we could shift that
part over to the member's only section.
For now the Canol Road thread in the Events
section of our website will continue to be the
main source of updated information on trip
planning.
Other details were discussed including the
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would be the lucky 2009 winners. So many
trucks for everyone to choose from!
The People's Choice Awards at Founder's Day are always chosen by exactly that
– the people. Everyone is given a ballot
sheet and they wander around and pick
their favorite truck (or in many cases a
friend's truck) in the categories offered.
No names are on the ballots just truck
numbers. Once handed in the truck numbers are counted in each category and a
winner is assigned. Each winner receives
a framed certificate for the category won
plus a prize. This year the Rover-Landers
were pleased to offer two gift certificates
kindly donated from Rovers North that
were awarded together with prizes and certificates to the Best Equipped Truck ($75)
and Best of Show ($100).
More members were on board this year
to help pull together Founder's Day &
Snowflake Chase and make a fun and
successful weekend, so some thank you's

are needed here: Andy, Jill, Bailey &
London Deane, John Parsons, Shawn &
O'Doul Doherty, Christopher Wiebe, Bill
Eastwood, Mark Maksymuik, Andrew Phillips, Rick Mellenger, Pete Lembesis, Kris
Maksymuik. Big thanks to all the Raffle
Sponsors: Pillowtrack, Icebreaker, Power
Tank, Terry Malanchuk, Wilkinson's Automobilia, Bill Burke: 4-Wheeling America, Smittybilt, Australian Boot Company,
OCE, Rovers North, Roving Recovery &
MasterPull.
With all that being said the numbers and
stats were been tallyied up and 45 RoverLanders memberships were processed on
site with 7 being new for 2009 and 2 being
welcome-backs to former members who
had been absent from the club for a few
years. Welcome to all the new members!

Best Series I
Clive Robinson ~ 88"

Best Series III
Dave Fraser ~ 1985 109 3DR

Best Defender 90
Phil Armstrong ~ 1987 90

Best Defender 110
Don MacDonald ~ 1973 NAS 110

Best Range Rover
Dave (Big Daddy) Tebbutt ~ 1975 Range Rover

Best Discovery
Paul Cooper ~ 1997 Discovery I

Best Equipped Truck
Mark Maksymuik ~ 1985 Defender 110

Best Series II & Best of Show
Neil Hamelin ~ 1961 Series IIA Carawagon

Jim McEachern Memorial Award
Most Dedicated Member ~ Pamela Blair

Total truck count: 63
• B.C. – 61
• Washington – 2
• 2008 Rover-Lander member trucks – 39

• Series I – 2
• Series II – 8
• Series III – 5
• Defender / 90 – 3
• Defender / 110 – 13 • Range Rover – 9
• Discovery I & II – 22
• LR3 – 1

People's Choice Awards
Best Series I – Clive Robinson
Best Series II – Neil Hamelin, Maple Ridge
1961 SIIA Carawagon
Best Series III – Dave Fraser
North Vancouver – 1985 SIII 109 3DR
Best Defender 90 – Phil Armstrong
Aldergrove – 1987 90
Best Defender 110 – Don MacDonald
North Vancouver – 1973 NAS 110
Best Range Rover – Dave Tebbutt
Mission – 1975 Range Rover
Best Discovery – Paul Cooper, Chilliwack
1997 Series I Discovery
Best Equipped Truck – Mark Maksymuik
Aldergrove – 1985 Defender 110
Best of Show – Neil Hamelin, Maple Ridge
1961 SIIA Carawagon
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I manage to find information readily within
local news media on public meetings that
are being held. This wasn't the case with the
meeting regarding your Trails Strategy, Was it
advertised locally, and I missed it?? A member,
posted on the Rover-Landers site, unfortunately I didn’t see it until after 6:15 p.m., so I
didn't arrive to the meeting until after 7:00 p.m.
Missing most of your presentation.
I have now had a chance to look through
your draft Trails Strategy for British Columbia. My first concern is that nowhere are 4X4
vehicles mentioned and looking at the list of
the committee responsible for the development
of the strategy there was no representation
of any four wheel drive clubs! I would think
that the four wheel drive community would
certainly be of sufficient size to warrant some
representation!!
The Rover-Landers are currently involved
with the maintenance and stewardship of the
Whipsaw Trail, and individual members have
also helped the Four Wheel Drive Assn with
clean up and maintenance on the Sunrise Lake
campsite and trail.
In my opinion the 4x4 community has been
the most adversely affected of all the groups
over the years. The abandoned railbeds, are
now, for the most part reserved exclusively for
hikers and mountain bike use. Considering that
the surface and the substrate were built for the
extreme weight of a locomotive this seems to
make little sense. Likewise, many forestry and
mining roads, especially those that now make
up the Trans Canada Trail, have been denied
to us. Many forestry/logging roads have been
gated and although I have been told I can get a
key, it would mean a trip to the company's head
office during working hours, that does not add
up to public access to public lands!!
As a group we enjoy older roads and the
challenges they provide. We, by using these
roads, keep them open for other groups, they
grow over rapidly! The natural erosion from
the elements either provide more of a challenge, or an opportunity to repair the damage,
either way, as a group we are extremely low
maintenance!
Why is it that so many special interest stake
holders get exclusive rights, why not leave
trails for the use of all groups, I seem to be able
to get along with them!!
• • • •
• Submission from David Blair, Armstrong
My name is David Blair. I live in Armstrong, BC. I am the immediate past President
of the Rover-Landers of BC and am involved
with the Four Wheel Drive Association of

BC, as well as the Blue Ribbon Coalition in
the USA. These groups all aspire towards
enjoyment of the outdoors for all types of recreational use, not limited to hikers, bikers and
horses, but also open to responsible motorized
trail use as well. My area of interest is motorized 4 wheel drive exploration, not off-roading
per se, but it is best described as "Overland
Expedition". "Tread Lightly" is the motto we
live by on the trail.
I, as a member and Executive of the RoverLanders of BC, take an active role in maintaining a BC Recreational site (through an
agreement with MoTSA and the 4WDABC),
and the world renown 'Whipsaw Trail', which
runs from off of Highway 3 south of Princeton,
to Coalmont, just north of Princeton. This trail
has recently (2007) received recognition as one
of the most outstanding off-road vehicle trails
in North America, and the only Canadian Trail
to receive such recognition. As a result it has
brought overland travel enthusiasts from far
outside of BC into the Princeton area to drive
the trail. The BF Goodrich Outstanding Trails
program has attracted a following of enthusiasts driving trails in locations all over North
America and we are proud that the Whipsaw is
one of these trails.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment
on the BC Trails Strategy Draft. I appreciate some of the hurdles you folks have gone
through to get to this point and want to encourage you to keep up the good work going
forward! I attended the meeting in Kamloops
on January 20th, 2009 and have several comments I would like to put forward.
1.) It is my opinion that due to the lack of
licensing and enforcement, a few irresponsible
operators are ruining the reputation of many
responsible operators, and I agree with licensing of ATVs, Motorcycles, Snowmobiles and
all types of motorized vehicles. I would also
like to see the recent mud-bogging legislation
enforced, and the first big enforcement case
publicized as a deterrent to others. I believe
with education we can contain much of the
'Bubba factor' that goes on from time to time
on our trails.
2.) I've read the entire draft and am hopeful,
from what I've read that no single interest group
is able to adopt this as a tool to exclude other
interest groups from recreational activities. On
the other hand, at the meeting it was quite obvious that several of these special interest groups
would like to exclude all others and something
of a NIMBY (not in my back yard) attitude
exists towards types of recreation they are not
interested in. It will take some time to come to

the right compromises on these issues, but this
document is an important starting point.
3.) It is important to remember that not all British Columbians that enjoy outdoor recreation
are super-fit hikers and riders. A majority of
us are likely reflected by the look of those
typical to the meeting I went to, some fit,
some average, some couch potatoes and some
handicapped. As a result I believe its important
to consider, when creating a trail, not only who
it's for, but who you exclude by creating it. I
agree that not every trail is for every type of
user, but if many of the trails limit or remove
access to other users by their designation, you
are hurting a large proportion of the population
by doing so.
4.) Page 25 of your draft refers to one of your
goals being to ensure that when a trail is classified, that it is done so according to the most
appropriate uses. Over the past few years
(decades?) the designation of so many rail road
beds as walking and biking only is an example
of where this has simply been overlooked
when a trail is designated. In my opinion we
are paying the price of that now with constant
conflict between ATV'ers, hikers, horses, etc.,
all wanting to use these major corridors for
their own purposes. If this consideration had
been made in the first place, I don't think these
trails would have been classified as they are
now. Going forward, I believe this is one of the
most important considerations in determining
how to classify a trail, if you expect your strategy to be embraced by users in the future.
Congratulations on the work accomplished
to date. It is no small accomplishment to see
so many interests sitting together in one room
talking about the same thing.
Best regards,
David Blair
About the Branch:
The Recreation Sites and Trails Branch is
responsible for overseeing the more than
1,200 recreation sites and 600 trails located on Crown land in British Columbia outside of parks. The Branch sets and administers policy for recreation sites and trails,
working with partners such as recreation
clubs, forest companies, First Nations,
local governments, contractors and
other groups to manage and
maintain recreation sites & trails.
web contact:
http://www.tca.gov.bc.ca/sites_trails/
or write to:
Recreation Sites and Trails Branch
P.O. Box 9811 Stn. Prov. Gov.
Victoria, B.C., V8W 9W1
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More Tales from the Desert ~ National Land Rover Rally 2008
Land Rover National Rally – Moab
Text & photos by Stuart Longair
1990 Defender 110
Have you ever imagined just packing
up and heading off in your Land Rover
and visiting all those places you always
wanted to but never had the time? Well I
have far too often and this year was the
year to do it.
The only commitment we had was to
be in Moab for the National Rally from
the 17th to 20th of September and we had
nothing pressing we had to get back for.
We crossed into the US Border on September 11th with the idea of having dinner
with my son in Redmond who was taking
a break from University and just started an
internship with Microsoft.
The next day we headed down to the
Oregon Coast and spent the night near Newport. The weather was cooperative but still
there were too many people around for a true
Land Rover adventure so we headed across
Oregon to Crater Lake National Park.
Cater Lake is absolutely amazing, it lies
inside a volcanic basin, created when the
12,000 foot high Mount Mazama collapsed
7,700 years ago following a large eruption.
At 1,943 feet deep, is the seventh deepest
lake in the world and the deepest in the
US. Great statistics, but I loved the way it
looked what a fantastic colour and amazing views.
From there we decided to head towards
Utah and the Bonneville Salt Flats, another
place we had never been. The shortest
route took us across the Sheldon Wildlife
Reserve and some desert that is so forgotten and barren is doesn't even have a name.
Once you leave Lakeview, Oregon there
are no places to fill up with fuel until you
get to Winnemucca, NV. While I was filling up the truck with spare fuel I counted
the number of vehicles that went by in the
middle of the afternoon – none!
The track at Bonneville is 80 feet wide
and 10 miles long. The salt flat itself is 159

square miles and 6 feet deep. The mirage
effect is very evident as you look across it
and see the lone hill in the distance wavering. The track disappears in with the winter
rains and is rebuilt ever summer by the
Bureau of Land Management. Regrettably
Van Gogh didn't get to set any records that
day as they were preparing for Speed Week
and the track was closed to the public.
Now we were on our way to Moab, we
made it through the freeway maze in Salt
Lake City but picked up a windshield chip
in the process. We have the mandatory stop
at Cabela's in Lehi for lunch to see what
was new and bought what we didn't need
as usual. I gave my buddy Sam a call, who
insisted we meet up with him at the new
Harley Davidson store in Lindon. I don't
frequent Harley stores but this one is definitely now on my cool places to stop list.
The place is an architectural masterpiece;
just completed it was made to look like an
old factory. The owner had recently sold
off his successful restaurant and wanted to
create something special and he did. The
line-ups at the restaurant are well known
but well worth it, there are lots of cool
things to look at while you wait or enjoy
your meal. So I recommend that you put
Timpanogos Harley Davidson on your
places to stop for lunch or dinner list, I
have. It is just off the I-15 at Exit 273.
Finally we had our sights set on reaching Moab and phoned ahead to see if we
could get our room a night early. Sorry full
was the response, we found out the next
day that fellow BC'er Glenn has just picked
up the last room. So we spent the night in
Green River and arrived in Moab the next
morning.
As we cruised into Moab we spotted
Glenn coming the other way in his blue
D90. A quick u-turn and we caught up with
him as he pulled into the motel. We pulled
in and spotted a group of Rover Landers and the Manitoba contingent. What
amazed me is that two years ago when we
left Moab, Bill from Manitoba's yellow
Defender had the front drive in pieces and
here we were two years later and Bill's
truck was sitting there with the front drive
in pieces. It turned out that last time he
had broken the front axle this time he was
replacing the front differential.
By the evening we had caught up with
most of the BC gang and had a great Mexi-

can meal, Moab style. Next morning Sharlene had to write an exam via the internet
so Glenn kindly invited me to ride with
him. We have chosen to do Poison Spider
Mesa which I have done before but thought
it would still be fun. It didn't take long until
we where having an truly amazing day.
The smile on our faces seemed permanent.
For some reason many of the others on
the trail seemed surprised how well Glenn
and his D90 effortlessly took to the trail, I
wasn't, he had that Canadian magic that we
saw all week.
The next day we headed out with Van
Gogh to do Fin's N' Things on the recommendation of Bernie & April, thanks guys!
This was Sharlene's first Moab driving
experience and she handled it like a professional. The most memorable event was
a steep incline that we were told not to
attempt unless we have lockers. Van Gogh
doesn't have lockers but has a lot of heart
and headed right up it without issue.

Friday was a free day and Sharlene and
I decided to inflate the kayak we had along
and float down the Colorado River. Bill
was nice enough to drop us off 10 miles
up the river and as we headed out Sharlene
started paddling intently. Obviously we
had different ideas about what are day on
the river was all about. Sharlene is an avid
kayaker and my idea was to paddle only if
it was an absolute emergency. After some
negotiating everything settled down, we let
the river do what it does best and Sharlene
soon fell asleep and I got lost in all the
amazing sights in the Canyon.
Saturday was 7 Mile Rim and the
famous 'Wipe Out Hill'. Wipe Out Hill is
very intimidating and has frightened away
many an off-roader. When our trail leader
laughed and said just watch me as headed
down in her stock Range Rover Classic we
had to follow and did. What a great feeling
to complete the challenge with no damage
or a heart stopping moments.
Sunday was time to say goodbye to all

The Rover-Lander • Spring 2009 Page 23

our friends, new and old. The Canadian
contingent headed north and we headed
south towards Arizona. After a great Denny's breakfast with some others we headed
towards the Grand Canyon through Monument Valley.
Monument Valley is the home of the
Navajo Nation, the scenery again is magnificent. All manners of Navajo art and
crafts can be bought along the highway.
We couldn’t resist stopping after reading
the sign 'Nice Indians Ahead'.
We camped that night at the south rim
of the Grand Canyon. The next morning
we were finishing up breakfast and heard
a terrible screaming, we looked around
just a herd of elk passed through behind
our campsite. The noise was from the bull
warning us that those were his cows.
We decided to take a break and headed
to Earp, California, named after some guy
that was in the law enforcement business a
long time ago. Sharlene's sister has a home
there on the Colorado River and we spent
just over a week water skiing, playing on
Seadoo's and staying cool. We went into

Los Angeles for the weekend and dined out
with her son in Long Beach.
It was time to head home and we decid-

ed to head north through Death Valley
and then over the Mountains to Yosemite.
As we were heading east we had the only
real problem with the Land Rover on the
entire trip. A banjo bolt from the fuel injection system had fallen out and diesel was
spraying everywhere. I managed to stop
the leak but it didn't solve the problem so
we decided to take a chance and headed for
the Land Rover dealer in Las Vegas about
60 miles away. When we pulled into the
dealership I felt we may get lucky when I
notice the 1952 Series I in the front row.
We stopped at the service reception
amongst all the glamorous Range Rovers
and were immediately of great interest to
the staff. My heart sank a little when they
said they had never seen a diesel Rover
before. We discussed the problem and
they said they would try. While we were
waiting we got talking to their marketing
guy and he took us to the rear of the shop
to show us something special. I was absolutely taken back when he opened the door
and there inside was a 1965 Land Rover
Forward Control just like the one I bought
in Switzerland the year before, even the
same coach builder. This one had found
its way from Austria to Las Vegas and was
painted in G4 colours to be used as their
promotions vehicle. The major difference
between it and mine, besides the paint job
was the 42" plasma TV screens hanging
on the inside of the side doors. Within the
hour we were on the road again, after they
had fabricated that part we needed, leaving
behind our new found friends.
That night we stayed in Pahrump,
Nevada and headed across Death Valley
the next morning. My mind kept wandering to the Borax twenty mule teams that

were 100 feet long and took 20 days to
do the 165 mile round trip to the railhead
in Mojave. It is hard to imagine what life
would have been like there in the late
1800's. It's not the flatness of Death Valley
and the fact that is it the lowest place in
the western hemisphere that stuck me as
much as the climb out of it on the North
End which is almost straight up 2000 feet.

They probably didn't have the advantage of
the switch backs that exist today.
That night we encountered the first
rain in weeks in the forest near Mammoth
Lakes. We got up early to get over the
mountains to Yosemite and play tourist.
It was a brilliant sunny day with fresh
snow covering the mountain tops. As we
approach the Tioga Mountain Pass we
saw the sign stating that it was closed. We
stopped at the service station to see if they
were kidding, they weren't. The response
was that it may be open in 3-4 hours but
then again maybe not and the other passes
are all closed also.
Faced with not knowing what to expect
we headed north to Reno that night then
continued back to Vancouver arriving
home a few nights later. All in all we had
been away almost four weeks and put over
7,000 kms on the Land Rover.
It felt like the trip of a lifetime but I
can't wait to head out again.
Stuart Longair ~ Nov. 12th, 2008

Having Yourself a Very Moaby Christmas ~ December 2008
Text & photos by John & Sandrine Curtis
The Curtis Moab Adventure in Winter
Well it all started with us missing the
Land Rover National Rally in 2008 and
all the great pictures and videos that I
watched. We couldn't make it but we were
determined to make it for 2009. At Christmas the rest of the family was off to Cuba
so that seemed to spell 'road trip' since
we couldn't leave when everyone else was
going and nothing was keeping us in town.
We left Vancouver on a snowy Christmas

Eve and headed south to Seattle and then
east to a resort spot in Snoqualmie Falls.
On the way there, the snow was coming down heavy and the roads were very
slippery. Within a three mile stretch we
saw two cars in the ditch and watched
another fly off into the ditch right before
us. We stopped checking on each car that
was stuck making sure they were OK, the
first had a tow on the way, we stopped
and pulled the second one out of three feet
of snow as it would have been hours for
another tow and dinner was waiting for
them. The third vehicle that few off the

highway was too deep in the ditch for us
to pull out without causing some damage
and frankly they were passing too fast on
a snowy road and perhaps needed to contemplate their silliness for a little longer
but they were OK.
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We made it in to the resort, had a nice
dinner (no turkey though) and relaxed by
the fire place. An early morning departure
and the snow had stopped for the most part
and so we quickly were on our way south
through Idaho stopping over night, Christmas Day, where everything was closed,
no turkey dinner again, only Arby's, how
disappointing.
The roads were slippery with a thick
covering of ice all the way down. Another
day of travel stopping at the Bonneville
Salt Flats next, a sunny day but very cold.
We drove the flats and then decided to head
into the hills looking for a place to camp
above the Salt Flats. We set up camp and
prepared for a cold -18 night and a wind
that would have blown the tent away if
we hadn't been in it. No washing up in the
morning as it was too cold.

Next morning we headed into town to
the border Casino in Nevada and had a
hearty breakfast basking in the warmth,
thank goodness for gambling. Off to Salt
Lake City and then a hard push to Moab.
The snow was blowing over the roads
as we approached Moab and we began
to wonder what the heck we were doing
here, would we be able to do any trails
with snow all over the place. Our LR3 at
7,000 lbs is not too fond of snow. We drove
though a couple high mountain passes and
then found ourselves in the Moab Valley
with only a little bit of snow on a sunny
day. Things were looking up.
We had picked out a couple trails suggested by Dave Blair who pointed us in the
right direction with the purchase of the Utah
Trails book by Charles Wells. His only other
advice was "it will be cold down there",
good advice for sure, we packed heavy.
Our first choice was a trail called Fins
N' Things, a wide open rock climbing
adventure that is true 'Moab'. We got up
early and headed to the entrance of the trail.
Cracking the ice covering the entrance way
pond was uninviting, wondering if there
would be more ice on the Fins.

We began to air down when a White
Toyota pickup pulled up and began to do
the same. Ben & Britt from Colorado were
on their way back home but wanted to do
one more trail. Ben had done FN'T before
so we hooked up and headed out. A beautiful sunny day, even warm you might say
following the trail markers. Ben was up
for taking on some of the more difficult
obstacles and of course we had to follow
keeping up the flag of Land Rover.
Some beautiful rocks to climb and only
a touch of snow covering the dark side of
the Fins. We stopped for lunch half way to
enjoy the beauty before attempting the last
half. We made the trail without incident
and enjoyed a relaxing day of off-roading!
We parted company with Ben & Britt as
they headed off home and we headed to
the pub for a well deserved beer. We purchased our drinking license, $4 US for the
privilege, a strange law
The next day was again a beautiful
morning -5 and we headed to explore the
various arches in the area, mostly walking
access so a good stretch of the legs. Some
great pictures taken ending up with a final
twilight stroll to the Indiana Jones 3 Arch.
A cruise back home watching some late
night rock climbers dancing for us on the
top of the peak, I wonder if they made it
down alright.
The next day we planned to head to
Poison Spider Mesa which looked like a

difficult trail and with the info of there
being heavier snow there, we were concerned about our ability to travel that one
on our own. We checked out a couple other

possibilities in our handy book but headed
southerly anyway hoping that one of the
other trails might be passable if Poison
Spider was not.
Of course always on the lookout for
other Land Rovers I spotted an older
Range Rover (aka Mr. President's truck)
leading a group of Jeeps down the road.
We jumped in the truck and headed off to
see if we could catch up. They pulled off
the road and we caught up to them to see
where they were going. The leading RR
was driven by none other than Bill Burke,
an off-road Guru from what I was told. Bill
had four new Jeeps and a Toyota in his care
and so we asked where they were headed
and if we could hook up. After some negotiation, lol, we joined the group knowing
that we'd be hitting a trail that Bill said "we
could make it through, I should have asked
which trail!!!
Looking in the book after hearing over
the radio that we are heading up Steel
Bender. Sandrine, always quietly confident, tells me its difficulty level is near the
top of the heap, my palms began to sweat.
So much for no body damage I thought to
myself! We wound our way up the steep
hills and were so pleased with our choice,
seemed a "doable" trail with some difficult
spots and a spectacular view of so much
of the area.
We got to know the group pretty well
as each driver had different skill levels and
various modifications from lifts to pure
amour on one Jeep. The stock Rubicon and
the long wheel based Toyota gave me some
comfort that we'd make the trail.
There were probably four or five major
obstacles that were of concern but not
knowing what they were gave us some
anticipation. The first difficult one was
an uphill cliff. It looked impossible to me
and Bill did the bypass route to get ahead
of the group but that gave me no comfort
as he had body damage doing it that way.
As I understand we did the trail in reverse
to make it less difficult, thanks. Well that's
what we were told?
I watched the more modified vehicles
have difficulty with it but the lighter more
nimble Jeeps pressed forward sometimes
flying with power, pushing to get the
grade. The stock Rubicon couldn't make
the climb and so it had to be strapped up. I
made my attempt and made it most of the
way but couldn't get my heavy rear end up
the steep cliff. Bill strapped me up with
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ease and I drove up the rest of the way up
with no damage.
We continued on through some tough
territory stopping for lunch on a bluff overlooking Godzilla Peak. It was a slow go
and at times, the snow seemed to be more
abundant. A great group though, felt like
the Rover Landers, just one of the gang and
Bill was always encouraging and helpful, I
learn something new every time I go out. I
felt like I was pushing the LR right to the
edge at times.
The next obstacle was a steep down cliff
more than 5 feet straight down. There was
no bypass so it was do or die so to speak.
There were a few rocks piled up to fill the
bottom up a little helping the landing but
there was no doubt we'd be slipping our
way down the cliff and hitting the bottom.
Some trucks hit hard at the bottom and the
longer wheel based Toyota scraped its butt
heavily coming off the cliff.
The LR3 has great brakes and downhill
descent but at that speed it didn't really
help but we managed to inch our way down
and slip the final foot or so to the bottom
and move ourselves off the cliff without a
scrape. Phew… so Bill says 'good work'
and only a couple more 'tougher' spots to

go… now he tells us! As it always is, concentration is important and both Sandrine
and I missed seeing one massive boulder
on the right side as I climbed over some
rocks hitting hard, bending and denting my
3/8" front skid plate. OUCH!
The trail was long and hard and we
began to hit deeper snow which is always
a problem for me but we managed to keep
up to all until the last of the tough challenges came, a steep incline covered in
snow. Bill's RR had its difficulties too as
did many of the Jeeps and the winch was
used on many occasions to get us all up the
mountain. I got further than some but was
stopped at the top by the snow and rock in
a narrow pass that I couldn't get though.
After some serious bangs and bashes I
was winched up and I think Bill realized
that I was trying to keep the damage to a
minimum and was very helpful keeping it
that way. I took the lead while Bill finished
with the others and headed down the other
side, slow and sure over some large step
formations. The most modified Jeep took
the wrong line down and hung himself up
and so I returned the favor by pulling him
off the hang-up.
A long day ending up in the dark as we

stopped once more to view some Indian
wall carvings and then off to the Pub for a
much needed beer. A birthday celebration
for one of the drivers and some great chats
about some of Bill's adventures before
heading out, and back to the motel.
The truck looked pretty beat up by now
with the salt, the wheel scrapes and the dirt,
she took it all, but I have to say that it was
at its limits until we find some new ones!
We headed out the next day, still sunny
so the weather in Moab was perfect, cold
but perfect. A quick stop in Vegas for New
Year's Eve and a long drive home through
some interesting weather.
All in all a great road trip and we'll look
forward to Moab in the summer this coming year!

more recent general meetings. Our beloved
and sadly missed Harold Huggins, waded
in from the very first moment with items
ranging from the necessity of publishing a
newsletter to a ‘Victoria’ meeting (?) to the
difficulty of obtaining parts and subsequent
cannibalizing of old vehicles. A big concern
on all out minds at the time unless of course
you had one and were flogging it of.
Another topic of great interest was in
establishing the club goals and priorities. Some of the suggestions were: environmental stewardship, emergency work,
loyalty to local businesses for servicing
(probably motioned by Aart van der Star
but something we all did anyhow).
I had forgotten how the Rover-Landers
name came about but according to the
minutes, several names were proposed
including but not necessary limited to the
following: Fraser Rover, Mainland L R.C.,
Roverlanders, B.C.L.R.C., Mainlandrovers
Assoc., Pacific Rim Rovers.
A club Run was organized for the 16th
of Feb 1981; and in those days a club
event (or two) was planned every month.
I seem to remember that I could fill my
old 88 petrol tank for $14.00 (I had added
an Aux tank which I also liked to keep
full, but $28.00 was still hard to justify on

occasion).
I managed to organise a newsletter and
the first few were printed courtesy of C.P.
Air, where I use to work as an engineer.
The publications were half size and full of
good information along with some general
advertising informing our readers to support local Rover suppliers (Aart van der
Star being the principle). Aart had the best
excuse for not taking on a official position
with the club, conflict of interest! And that
was just about it, except for the nominated
club positions, of which the following
people were appointed: Chairman: Keith
Green, General Secretary: Nick Seldon,
Field Observer: Tom Hinkle, Treasurer:
Ron Reid, Membership Registration: Neil
Cryer, Claudine Thonney, Editor: K e i t h
Green, Members at Large (not to be misconstrued as large members!) Jill & Elisabeth Huggins, Gary Lindberg.

Continued from Page 10

the formation of the Club was I suppose a
natural course of events given the enthusiasm and number of involved like-minded
people. The first meeting, therefore, was
ad hoc and informal. However, the significance of this meeting, the very first one
outside of Pat van der Star's kitchen table,
cannot be over estimated, since it was at
this small coffee shop in Chilliwack that
I presented a Proposal to form a club. The
Proposal read: “To form a club to pursue
the collective interest of the membership”.
Additionally, the following notes relate to
the event:
“Keith will initiate a General Meeting (next month) at which he will make
specific proposals Re: philosophy, objectives, structure, finances, organization etc.
based on the information generated at this
meeting. Previous to the meeting, Keith
shall mail these proposals and topics of
the meeting (agenda, time, place, etc.) for
people to think about first, i.e. the meeting
will be organized and constructive.”
Well, not to go into to much detail the
first Rover-Landers club meeting did take
place the next month but for whatever
reason the date was not recorded but the
times were! Issues of concern were varied
and I am sure not unlike some raised in

Keith Green currently resides in North
Saanich on Vancouver Island and his
daily driver is a 1998 Discovery
which he imported from Texas.
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Church Mountain Run - February 22nd, 2009
Text by Christopher Wiebe
Photos by: C. Wiebe & A. Deane
I love to watch war movies. A Bridge
too Far, Saving Private Ryan, Lawrence of
Arabia, Apocalypse Now, all great movies
in my book. In any great war movie there
is always a mission. High ranking officers
select a couple of experienced sergeants
that can get the job done. At the last minute
a Private asks permission to come along.
He usually has some experience but has
never really proven himself under fire.
The starting off point for the Church
Mountain Scouting Run was the usual
spot at Tim Horton's at Whatcom Road.
Leading the mission was Sergeant Andy in
his RRC with London riding shotgun followed by Sergeant Shawn in his SIII with
his four-legged companion O'Doul. I (the
Private that usually gets killed somewhere
along the way) was in my Disco II with my
brother Jon and nephew Markus.
Having finished our coffees, and not
seeing any other Rover-Landers, we left
for Church Mountain at 9:30 a.m. fully
fuelled with GVRD tax free fuel.
The weather didn't look too bad, a light
rain falling would be the worst the weather
was all day. As we motored down Sleepy
Hollow drive to the start of the trail, a gate
lay in our path, something that was added
since Andy had been there a couple of
years earlier. After a convoy of Canadian
Forces trucks passed we headed out in
another direction and soon found our trail.
We decided to take a detour to our left.
During this foray I received my first battle
wound climbing over a small, but slippery
bump with a side slope. Getting a little high
centered I slid sideways into a tree trunk
pushing in my rear quarter panel a little. I
was quickly pulled free by Andy's Range
Rover. Deciding to turn around Andy again
led and got stuck himself, in the same place
where my Disco was attacked. It was then

Shawn's turn to pull out Andy. During this
time London & Markus went exploring in
the area. Markus returned covered with
mud, never to wear his pants for the rest of
the day. This was our first casualty of the
mission. This place, only a hand grenade
throw from Sleepy Hollow Drive, was now
dubbed 'Icabod's Revenge'.
Now we had two slightly damaged Land
Rovers. Having decided against trying this
obstacle again we continued down the trail
finding ourselves back at our starting point.
We returned back to the original trail
and continued past our detour on towards
Church Mountain. Driving down the trail
we came across a pile of debris that had
slid across the trail. It had been partially
cleared and we could see lot of the logs had
been already cut. The problem for us was
that the clearing had been made for quads.
Shawn claimed his Series was as narrow as a quad – but I'm sorry Shawn, it
isn't and wasn't. Being a bright, spry squad
of good soldiers, out came the axe, shovel
and saw (a hand saw, not a chain saw).
Over the next hour a plan was formed and
put into action. The right wheels would
follow the quad path while the left wheels
would follow a path made of logs sitting 2
feet higher.

It took some time getting the RRC
over but after a few design improvements
Shawn and I had no problems making the
crossing. Taking a deep breath on the other
side, I must admit that I felt pretty proud
of myself, I had never attempted anything
that extreme before. Shawn brought me
back down to earth with a comment that he
thought out of a scale of 1-10, the obstacle
was a 5 or 6. For the record, I think is was
definitely a 6+.
It was now time for lunch, just 50 feet
from our cleared obstacle. The sun came
out and we had a chance to recover from
all the physical work we had done. After
lunch it was off again up Church Mountain

in pursuit of our mission's goal – a nice
view. At this time the trail was in great
shape but for the endless encroaching
branches framing the trail. Further up we
started to run into crevasses from water run
off. Even though they were only 12" wide
we carefully planed our route and avoided
the openings that were nearly two feet deep
in some places.
Shawn unfortunately got his right front
wheel into one crevasse, and he was stuck.
Out came the high-lift and after bringing
it to it's maximum height of 48" Shawn
backed out onto solid terrain. Not 5 minutes further up we started to run into snow.
Now our progress got slower and slower
as the snow got deeper and deeper. As
we couldn't go much further, we decided
to turn around for home. Mission accomplished… sort of.

We now returned to the slide area obstacle. This time it was a little tougher as
the section was up hill. With a little work
(and a little damage) Andy cleared over
the area to the other side. Now it was my
turn. Unfortunately I got high-centered
and couldn't move forward or backward.
Andy's RR tried to pull me out but couldn't
get the needed traction. I now thought of
the 2" lift springs sitting in my garage that
I hadn't installed yet. Would that extra 2" of
clearance have helped?
Now the only way forward was Andy's
winch. This was a big moment for me, the
first time I have had to be winched out.
Within minutes I was across. Packing up
the straps we found Shawn right behind us
having just drove over the obstacle with-
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1989

2009

The 20th Anniversary of the founding of
the Pacific Coast Rover Club (PCRC) was
held in Chehalis, Washington on February
28th. PCRC has grown over the years to
a club with hundreds of Land Rovers all
over the Pacific Northwest.

This issue's Rovering Rover is...

Frances

who was born to Rover and just
loves her 1962 Carawagon
• Neil & Cheri Hamelin, Maple Ridge

Photo submitted by N&C Hamelin

Want to see your Rovering Rover
in the Rover-Lander? Send one in!
Must be a member's dog and
featured in or by a Land Rover.

Photo by John Reese
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What's happening in 2009 ??
Up coming Runs & Events for 2009
• check the Rover-Landers of BC website
for further info or updated details & dates
www.roverlanders.bc.ca
May 16th, 2009
Van Dusen Gardens ABFM, Vancouver
'The Greatest Show On British Wheels'
Open to all British made vehicles. Gates open
at 7:30 a.m., all vehicles must remain on site
until 4:30 p.m. Awards will be presented in 61
entrants choice classes and seven judged classes. More Land Rover classes have been added
for 2009. Vendors booths will feature all things
British, including car parts and automobilia.
To register your British vehicle, visit the website www.westerndriver.com/abfm or call
604.736.6754, E: jstewart@westerndriver.com

June 13th & 14th, 2009
Cowichan Valley Land Rover Rally
Duncan, Vancouver Island
Come on out to Greg Sutfin's place, 4 miles north
of Duncan.
Saturday is a relaxed visit with a non-scratch offroad drive suitable for even the most cared and
pampered Land Rover.
A BBQ lunch will be provided by the Sutfin's
and a 'Pot Luck' dinner will be held after the
drive.
Saturday evening will be socializing, movies, the
annual Welly-Toss and stories around the camp
fire. Sunday's plans are for everyone go to a local

restaurant for breakfast followed by a more challenging off-road drive that is a bit rougher and
may include some branch scratches or dents.
Go to the Van Isle Website for more information.
www.vanislelandrovernetwork.com or contact
Greg at gsutfin@telus.net
July 1st - 5th, 2009
3rd Annual Rover Ranch 2009
Armstrong, North Okanagan
Camping is on site at the ranch and close to fuel
stations & ammenities. Arrival: anytime from
Wednesday July 1st on. The cows will be at
large, but will not bother anyone. This is a family
and dog friendly event so, please, no aggressive
dogs! Easy to moderate Runs are planned but
more 'relaxation time' is planned for camping,
kicking back and other activities. Other possible
ideas: lunch & chairlift ride at Silver Star, Dyno
testing day at Okanagan Truck Performance in
Kelowna. More details on these later.
For directions, more info and to reserve your
spot, please e-mail Dave at daveblair@blackpress.ca or Pamela: hoofandpaw@sunwave.net

Whipsaw Trail Runs – Princeton area
Summer & Fall:
Fall Run Oct 24 & 25
Check website for exact dates.
Two Whipsaw Runs are planned for the summer
& fall months for trail, Lodestone Lake cleanups, sign repairs, camping and exploring.
Contacts: Andy Deane at dr.jibalo@shaw.ca or
Shawn Doherty at shawndoherty@shaw.ca

July 28th - August 1st, 2009
Land Rover National Rally
Leadville, Colorado – For Rally info log onto
www.landrovernationalrally.org

August 15th - September 6th, 2009
Canol Road, Yukon & NWT
The Canol (short for Canadian Oil) Road is
a pipeline road from Norman Wells, NWT to
Whitehorse, YK during WWII. The pipeline no
longer exists, but the 232 km (144 mile)-long
Yukon portion of the road is maintained by the
Yukon Government during summer months.
Contact Pete Lembesis at pete.lembesis@mattson.com for further information and criteria on
this expedition.

September 19th & 20th, 2009
Jim McEachern Memorial Run
Poison Mountain / Mud Lakes
Details to be announced at a later date.

Northwest Challenge 09: Oct. 3-4, details TBA
Founder's Day 2010: January 9th, Cloverdale
Agriplex, details TBA.
~ Other non Rover-Lander events & dates:
Western Washington ABFM (Bellvue) – July 25
Portland ABFM - Labor Day weekend - Sept.
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Land Rover

Cost Cutting Continues:
Land Rover Cancels G4 Challenge
December 19th, 2008
Source: Land Rover
Just when we got a momentary reprieve
from the cloud hanging over motorsports,
another storm front moved in. This time,
it's a release from Land Rover confirming
that the Land Rover G4 Challenge has
been canceled to save money.
In the Land Rover G4 Challenge, 18
teams of one man and one woman each,
representing 18 countries, traveled to a
remote corner of Asia for a three-week
"off-road driving and multi-sport adventure" featuring Land Rover SUVs. More
than just an off-road competition, the G4
Challenge helped to raise money for the
International Federation of Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies. The goal of the
series was to eventually raise one million
British Pounds for the cause.
In a statement, Land Rover Managing
Director Phil Popham said:
"Given the severity of the global economic
downturn and trading conditions, we need
to make some tough decisions and that
means prioritizing our budgets on new
product launches. We are disappointed for
the competitors who have shown so much
commitment and put tremendous effort
into succeeding as representatives of their
nation. We have and will continue to take
swift and decisive actions for the benefit
of the business; unfortunately that means
the Land Rover G4 Challenge has to
come to an early close. We want to thank
the suppliers and sponsors who formed
an integral role in the Challenge to date.
The Challenge played a part in bringing
the adventurous spirit of our brand and

products to life. We will continue to look
at other opportunities which will enable
us to engage with our customers and
reach new audiences. This relationship is
something Land Rover highly values and
we are proud that it helps to save lives.
We will continue to build on the incredibly
successful partnership we have with the
International Federation and the funds
generated to date prove this success."
Land Rover said it is still committed to
its relationship with the Societies. Back
in July on its 60th Anniversary, Land
Rover donated 60 vehicles to the British
Red Cross. In 2007, the company donated
250,000 pounds to the Red Cross Society
of China for an HIV program and over
100,000 pounds to the Mongolian Red
Cross for their Social Care Projects.
Tata's global dream turns nasty
February 13th, 2009
Source: Asia Times
"Be prepared for hard decisions," Tata
group chairman Ratan Tata warned in a
New Year letter addressed to 350,000 Tata
employees worldwide, acknowledging the
unprecedented troubled times facing the
140-year-old Tata dynasty, one of Asia's
oldest and most respected conglomerates.
The challenges faced at Bombay House,
the stately 84-year-old corporate home
of the Tatas in the Indian financial center
of Mumbai, must be unprecedented: Tata
Motors is struggling to raise funds in the
capital market, thousands of Tata workers face lay-offs, factories are being shut
down, supposedly temporarily, top executives are considering taking pay cuts and
newly acquired iconic car brands Jaguar
and Land Rover look to European government bailouts for survival.
Tata group's global revenues from its 98
companies were estimated at US$62.5 billion in the 2007-08 fiscal year, according
to company figures; over 60% came from
overseas business. That made sense when
the world economy was driving ahead on
all cylinders. Now it leaves the group well
exposed to the global downturn.
Rata Tata, a 71-year-old never-married
bachelor and reclusive billionaire, called
the current economic crisis the worst "we
have faced in our living history". But the
turmoil that is challenging his business
empire cannot entirely be pegged to recession and currency fluctuations.

Mill Valley man sues after rats infest
vehicle
February 20th, 2009
Source: Marin Independant Journal
A Mill Valley man is suing the parent
company of a Corte Madera luxury car
dealership after the Range Rover he
brought in for repairs allegedly was infested with rats.
Paul Hoffman, a Mill Valley filmmaker, is
suing Jaguar Land Rover North America,
LLC, hoping to get back the $83,317
he paid for his 2006 Land Rover Range
Rover HSE.
The car, which had been in the shop six
times since it was purchased for repairs
ranging from a defective taillight to
engine failure, was dropped off at the
dealership at 195 Casa Buena Drive on
Nov. 21.
During that time, the engine block was
removed, a move that might have allowed
rodents to make themselves comfortable, making nests out of material inside
a child's car seat, said Bryan Kemnitzer,
Hoffman's attorney.
Rat feces covered the car, according to the
complaint. The car seat was in shreds and
portions of the dashboard and electrical
wires "had been feasted upon by the rats,"
the lawsuit reads.
"The rats decided to spend the holidays in
my client's car," Kemnitzer said. "I'm hoping that Land Rover in this case will step
up to the plate and buy the car back and
give them their money back and I think
they will."
Hoffman, 42, said he couldn't believe
what he found when he came to pick up
his car on Jan. 2.
"I went to pick it up and I opened the car
doors and there were shredded bags, my
daughter's lunch bag, and her car seat
was filled with cotton," he said. "There
were black prints all over the place - the
dashboard was covered with them. I started
moving all the (car seat) stuffing around
and under it was rat feces," he said. "This
is the car my wife drives my daughter to
school in. I think we got lucky that they
didn't clean it up. If they'd have cleaned it
up, we would have been driving it around."
Sean Ramia, a San Jose attorney representing Jaguar Land Rover North America, LLC in Northern California, declined
to comment, saying he had not yet seen
the complaint.
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Editor’s Message – Notes

from out of the Poochie Carrier

It is spring now so that must mean Ole
Man Winter has finally left us and disappeared. I think it is safe to say this last one
was quite the winter in B.C. No shortage of
cold temps or the white stuff anywhere. So
now that you have your Rovers thawed out
or dug out of the snowbanks let's gear up
for another great season of Rovering.
Getting back to the snow (sorry), I just
wanted to say thanks to the Tenveens,
Mike Fortier & Ron Jensen who came out
to Rover Ranch on Dec. 28th for our Winter Gathering. We had a great day playing
in the deep snow and even more fun warming up afterwards with nibblies, hot mulled
cider and nog.
Now onto other news. For those of you
who did not hear, Paul Cooper & Leann
Parker's Rover Pup 'Casey' passed away
last October, not long after her 14th birthday. I only found out in mid December thus
making it too late to mention her in the Winter Rover-Lander. Interestingly (or maybe
only to me) is that Casey was born the
same year as my precious
Willow (1994) and her
birthday was the day
after Willow's on Oct.
10th. I hope these two
incredible girls have
met up in the stars and
are playing and chasing mousies in the sun.
Casey was the RoverLander's Rovering Rover in
the Spring 2008 issue. Our condolences to
Leann & Paul.
But when one door closes another one
opens, so look forward everyone to seeing Marley Doodle out on some Runs this
year and showcasing herself as an official
Rovering Rover in a future issue of the
Rover-Lander.
This issue's Rovering Rover is Frances
on Page 28, owned by Neil & Cheri Hamelin in Maple Ridge. We were all treated to
meeting Frances at Founder's Day in January. In Neil's award photo on page 16 she is
she is just 4 months old. I think it is safe to
say Frances is going to be big! Good thing
Neil has his trusty Carawagon, he's going
to need lots of room with this girl.
Speaking of Founder's Day, tons of
prep time and tons of work on the day,
but so worth it all in the end. The entire
weekend was great fun and a big success

for this club. Snowflake Chase was awesome; great turnout and area. Thank you
everyone who helped out on this weekend
no matter how small your part was.
Thanks too for allowing the Jim McEachern Memorial award to live at Rover Ranch
for another year. Next year it is up to me
to pick the new recipient. Hmmmm... who
will it be? Get cracking Boys and yes, you
Girls too! you have a year to impress me.
Mind you slipping me a 50 here or there
(or chocolate) might work too. Ha!!
So onto other things... 25 years for the
Rover-Landers of BC being a club ~ wow! I
really enjoyed perusing the old newsletters
that John Parsons graciously scanned and
sent to us to get up on the website. Interesting reading through the old newsletters as
many of the same problems the Executive
had back then are still seen today. Ahhhh...
the joys of club life. Makes one wonder
why we keep doing it year after year and
coming back for more punishment.
Anyhoo, to honour this 25 year marque
for the Rover-Landers of BC Dave & I
came up with a historical idea after Founder's Day for this newsletter. I ran it past
new Pres Andy Deane and he was totally
game for anything we could pull together.
So off I went to get started. The only
person I could think of who was around
back in the early days and still around
and active as a club member today was ~
John Parsons. I presented John with my
initial ideas and he was willing to help
out where he could but stated that, "the
early days in the club were quite political,
how best should we tackle this?" I left him
with a plan of trying to get together with
his buddy Aart van der Star (a founding
member) and produce some text of the
early years of how, where and why the club
was started. I would then go on a search of
locating pictures from the '80's, '90's and
then the last nine years.
In my mind's eye I had a not bad plan,
but with Dave & I only being in the club
for the last decade I knew I could not do the
project full justice, so I thought "well... let's
get started and see what we come up with."
I divided the 25 years of pictorial history up into three decades and proceeded
to locate pictures representing those times.
In the 90's & 2000+ I tried to locate shots
of member's trucks close to the time they
joined the club and I had an idea of how

I wanted the photos displayed. I tried to
locate pictures that would be different from
ones on the web or from the last decade
of newsletters. Then I sent the pages to
John asking "Am I on the right track??" To
which he would respond "Yes, everything
looks excellent, keep going." John was a
wealth of information and help to me in
pulling this anniversary feature together.
There was absolutely no way I could
showcase every member and their truck
over the 25 years, so the plan I used was;
use what I could find easily, locate members who were the most active in those time
frames and put together something that did
not look like a complete pig's breakfast.
However, the old pictures featured on Page
11, I had to take from the first newsletters
so the reproduction quality is quite poor,
and in the end it was a lot like making silk
out of a pig's ear. Also many members have
upgraded their trucks over the years, plus
some trucks have switched owners and
some members like us run multiple trucks
throughout a season.
In conclusion, if you are not shown
on any of the pages, really sorry, we did
the best we could with the space and time
available. I know some people may be
choked, but again really sorry.
However, writer's block hit John in early
March meaning we were now struggling for
some 'meat' to go along with 3 crammed
full pages of pictures. So between the two
of us we came up with the idea of trying to
locate and contact the Rover-Landers first
President – Mr. Keith Green, and see if he
would be willing to help us out with writing about the early days.
John was able to locate Keith Green and
he agreed to help us out. Back on my plate
again and with e-mails back and forth with
Mr. Green I was able to explain where the
club was at today and what we were trying
to accomplish with this anniversary feature
and club would be very grateful for any
help he could provide.
I am really hoping that Mr. Green graces
the Rover-Landers of BC at an event soon
and we can thank him personally for being
there in the beginning, having a vision and
with others helping to found this club that
we all know and enjoy today.

always, PB & the Rover Pups

