In This Issue

$3.00 by donation

• President’s Message

• Van Isle Laager in the Valley

• Monthly Minutes

• Lodestone Lake Clean-ups – 1 & 2

• Stemwinder Run

• Jim McEachern Memorial Run

• Van Dusen Gardens ABFM

• National Land Rover Rally - Colorado

• Spences Bridge Run

• Whipsaw Trail Runs & Updates

www.roverlanders.bc.ca

Page 2 The Rover-Lander • Summer 2007

LAND ROVER ~ JAGUAR

COMPLETE SERVICE & REPAIRS
• Factory Trained Technician
• State of the art computer
diagnostic equipment
• Servicing foreign, domestic
& SUVs

• Courtesy cars available
• Electrical, drive line, full
engine service
• Tires, shocks, struts
& alignments

DESIGNATED
INSPECTION
FACILITY

DEPENDABLE, AFFORDABLE
& PROFESSIONAL.
YOU CAN COUNT ON US!!

HESP 67AUTOMOTIVE
LTD.
Mahon Ave, North Vancouver
(2 blocks west of the Seabus Terminal)

604-986-4377
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• The Rover-Landers of BC are committed to the preservation, restoration
and driving enjoyment of Land Rover vehicles; and the preservation of
the outback environment throughout B.C.
Events are targeted towards all members of the family.

From the President
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Supporters
• Special thanks go to all our advertisers who
make the publication of this newsletter possible.
Please show your support by visiting these
companies.
• The Rover-Landers of BC has a very active
Internet home page and web Forum.
• Visit our site at http://www.roverlanders.bc.ca.
• The Rover-Landers web server is now hosted by
Net Nation, Vancouver, B.C.

On the Cover
this month is Discovery,
next month will be a Series.

• On the cover this month is Paul Cooper and his
1998 Discovery Series I. Photo taken American
Creek, May 2006.
Photo by: P. Blair
Roving Photographix

Well, it sure has been a busy year. Along with all the Doherty. It will be held in the Similkimeen area (that is all
other great events the BBQ’s have been a great success I know) this year but I plan to be there to participate and
this year. Thank you, for all who have attended. Next year join in the fun.
we will probably continue with our monthly meetings to
until next time,
ensure it is business as usual. Recently a few of our memyour President,
bers made the long trek and attended the National Rally in
Don MacDonald
Montrose, see the reports starting on Page 14.
We have recently released our plans to host the BF Goodrich Trail Sponsorship Program event on the Whipsaw
Trail this September and we are looking forward to maintaining a long and healthy reltionship with BFG along with
their continued support for trail maintenance in Canada.
More details can be found on Page 9.
Sadly, we send our condolences to the Doherty’s and the
Blair’s for the loss of two of man's best friends, Charlie &
Willow this summer. Both will be sadly missed by all who
have met them and got to share great times while camping
with them and the Rover-Landers.
The NorthWest Challenge will now be organized by
Vice-President Dave Blair, his wife Pamela and Shawn
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
April Meeting Minutes
April 19th, 2007
Bill Eastwood recording
Meeting Commenced @ 7:30 p.m., Ricky's
Restaurant, Surrey, B.C.
Members Present:
Don Macdonald, David Blair, Stuart Longair, Stuart Scantlebury, Shawn Doherty, Pete
Lembesis, John Parsons, Bill Eastwood , Bernie Buttner, April Buttner, Andrew Phillips,
Phil Armstrong, Ryan Ulansky, Rick Mellenger.
Guests Present: Roger Sutcliffe
Steve Dillen 4WDABC President
Scott Hopkins 4WDABC Vice-President
• Minutes from the previous meeting read:
Dave Blair
Motion to adopt: Pete Lembesis. Seconded:
Bill Eastwood.
Membership voted to adopt.
• Treasurer's Report: Stuart Longair
Stuart reports that we are in good fiscal shape
with $3,556.48 in the bank. Question from the
floor about funds taken in at Founder's Day.
Stuart explained that we did very well at the
event and that Founder's Day provides most of
our income to cover costs after the membership dues.
• Membership Update: Dave Blair
Pamela Blair (not present) sent along a Membership Summary she had provided which
Dave Blair read out for the members.
– There are presently 65 paid members of the
club.
– New applications have slowed to a trickle
– There have been recent problems with the
PayPal system (Dave looking into it).
– New Members Neil Hamelin and Mike
Johnstone submitted obsolete contact information (Pamela would like members help in
getting proper contact information for these
two individuals)
– Still receiving waiver forms, don't forget to
send yours in.
• Newsletter Update: Dave Blair
Pamela Blair (not present) sent along an update
on the newsletter which Dave Blair read out
for the membership.
– The next newsletter is almost complete and
will be 28 pages.
– Delays because of advertisers slow
response.
– Some concerns from businesses about paying for ads in cash rather than merchandise or
services in kind.
– Late changes from advertisers have also
caused layout and publishing delays.
– Thanks for those who submitted articles in

timely fashion.
– Pamela apologizes for the delay but says that
the Newsletter should be mailed out by the end
of the week of April 23rd.
– Confirmed advertising businesses are currently; Iron Goat, Rock Island Rovers, Keith
Robinson, Pacific Coast LR, Nicola Valley
Garage, Rover Tech Automotive and Land
Rover of Richmond. Thanks!
• Old Business: It was agreed that a thank
you card would be sent to Kim Leung (Arden
Leung's wife) for her firm's assistance in subsidizing some of our legal expenditures. Arden
is an honourary member of the club.
• New Business: Rick Mellenger reports that
a group is trying to restore the old Langley
Speedway site in Campbell Valley Regional
Park. He was suggesting that our club might
have an interest in utilizing the site for get
togethers. Rick mentioned that there will be
a show of old British cars in Fort Langley
this Sunday starting at 10:00 a.m. and that he
will be there with his 109 3-door. Others are
invited. Rick also mentioned that members
should be watchful for some stolen Triumph
parts taken from the Langley area.
• Don Macdonald reported that Kris Maksymuik has resigned his position as club
secretary. Some discussion about a volunteer
to replace Kris but there were no takers at the
meeting. Hopefully someone will step forward. A decision will be put over to the next
meeting. Bill Eastwood agreed to record meeting minutes at meetings he is able to attend.
• Phil Armstrong circulated a catalogue of
promotional wares in response to discussion at
the previous meeting. There was much interest
in adding stainless travel mugs to the club's
promotional offerings. Dave Blair to speak
with Andy Deane about adding these. April
Buttner committed to work with Andy Deane
about getting a supply of khaki safari style
shirts with an embroidered logo. Expression of
interest in making sure there are fat guy sizes
available in club merchandise.
• Don Macdonald circulated a flyer promoting
a new Land-rover travel novel, information
can be found at www.lulu.com
• Reminder about the All British Field Meet
coming up at Van Dusen Gardens on Oak
Street in Vancouver on the Victoria Day Weekend. Both Silk Cat and Rover Tech have
offered space in their sales tents at the event to
display club information and wares.
Looks like seven trucks owned by club members will likely be in attendance. Bill Eastwood has committed to contact members and
encourage attendance at this event.

• There was extensive discussion about other
upcoming events. It was decided that we
would cancel the Hale Creek trip because of
proximity with the ABFM. Dave Blair agreed
to work on a trip for the May 6th/7th weekend
and would post on the forum for expressions
of interest.
– Stuart discussed the possibility of traversing
Alan Simpson's rangeland as part of the Nicola
Valley camping weekend. Stuart encourages
families to attend and reminded everyone that
it is his birthday on that weekend and that large
cash donations will be welcome.
• Laager in the Valley at Greg Sutfin's farm
on the island in Duncan is coming up on June
9th/10th.
– Stuart suggested efforts to attend some Pacific Coast Rover's events as a way of fostering
mutual support. Stuart will post information
about some suitable events for our members
to attend.
Several members will be going down to Montrose, Colorado for the National Rally, details
available on their web site.
• Discussion about summer meetings being
converted to outdoors barbeques on weekends.
Don MacDonald volunteered to host a get
together at his new business location called
Rover Tech in North Vancouver from 11:00
am until 3:00 pm on June 24th in combination with his grand opening. Pete Lembesis
accepted the challenge of having us all over
to his place on July 15th; also from 11:00 am
until 3:00 pm. Andrew Phillips volunteered his
hospitality for the same time on August 26th.
For final confirmation and address locations
watch the calendar.
• Bernie Buttner brought up the issue about
dead internet links from other sites to our club
web site. Bernie committed to contact those
organizations and supply them with the correct
url for our club web site. Thanks Bernie for
heading up the Dead Link Project.
• Roger Sutcliffe was introduced as a
guest and he gave a short explanation of
his interest in Land Rovers and his background.
• Steve Dillen gave a detailed speech and
answered questions about his new role as
president of the 4WDABC and the direction he wants to take the association during
his tenure as president. He explained that
he understands why the Rover-Landers
voted to leave the 4WDABC but that he
hopes that with time he will be able to
entice us back into the fold. He has big
plans for restructuring status and requirements for association membership.
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He wants to heavily promote membership
in the association as a way of establishing
the street credibility of the 4WDABC.
Membership numbers and continued stewardship of recreation sites around the province are seen as key to bolstering the
profile of the association. Steve is keen to

sign a letter of agreement with us sharing
the responsibility for the Lodestone stewardship project that our club is currently
responsible for. He and the other newly
elected executive appear committed to getting the word out that they intend to make
the association much more responsive to

its membership and that land use issues are
foremost on their agenda. Steve advised
that the association web site is back on
track and under control.

update on the newsletter which Bill read
out for the membership.
– Thanks to everyone who sent in Ads,
reports, articles and photos for the April
issue of the Rover-Lander. Wow!
– I have heard that young Bailey Deane is
now signing autographs at his school.
– I felt this was one of the better issues we
have produced, but... many thanks must
go to my husband Dave who designed
and produced the 2 ads for Land Rover of
Richmond and Hesp Automotive. To be
noted here LR of Richmond asked Dave
to produce all their local ads. I think he
denied.
– We added color to the inside front and
back covers and the ads have yes, paid
for the extra expense. Thanks to all our
advertisers and welcome to all the new
advertisers to date.
– It was $611.62 to print 150 copies of the
April issue and $129.90 to post.
– Stuart Longair will be able to give the
figures at the June Meeting as to the billing
amounts for paid advertising.
– The next issue of the Rover-Lander will
be out by the end of August after the Land
Rover National Rally, which I hear quite a
few Rover-Lander members are now planning to attend Exciting. Let's go!
– Anyone wishing to book space for the
'In The Garage' section please e-mail me
at hoofandpaw@sunwave.net before July
1st and have your copy and photos in by
July 30th.
To note here: we/I receive great comments
on this section of the newsletter - so let's
help to keep it going!
– Don't forget there are some great competition events coming up this fall. Northwest Challenge (hosted by BC this year) &
the annual RTV Trials in early November.
Get your trucks ready!
• Old Business: Stuart Longair reports
that he sent a thank you card and note to
Kim Leung (Arden Leung's wife) for her
firm's assistance in subsidizing some of
our legal expenditures. Arden is an honourary member of the club.
• Position of club secretary remains vacant
– those interested should make the club
executive aware.

• New Business: Roger Sutcliffe became a
new member of the club, welcome aboard
Roger.
• April Buttner was not present so there
was no further discussion of promotional
wares for the club.
• Reminder again about the All British
Field Meet coming up at Van Duesen Gardens on Oak Street in Vancouver on the
Victoria Day Weekend. Don MacDonald
reports that he will have a tent set up near
the Land Rover display area promoting
his new business; Rover Tech. Looks
like we're up to 11 trucks owned by club
members committed to be in attendance.
Bill Eastwood has contacted members to
encourage attendance at this event. Alan
Simpson and Stuart Longair will have two
Rovers to display and Alan will also be
displaying a customer's Austin 7 Ulster.
• Discussion about other upcoming
events:
– Pamela sends thanks to everyone who
came up for the Easter Rover weekend at
the Ranch in Armstrong. They are trying
to plan something in early September for
everyone.
– It was decided that we would cancel the
Windy Ridge trip on the Canada Day long
weekend because of limited interest and a
generally busy summer calendar. Shawn
Doherty agreed to initiate a discussion
about possibly moving the June Whipsaw
Clean-Up run closer to the Canada Day
long weekend to make up for the loss of
the Windy Ridge run and would post on
the forum for expressions of interest and
suggested dates.
– Stuart warned that the possibility of traversing Alan Simpson's rangeland as part
of the Nicola Valley camping weekend
could be in jeopardy because of high snow
pack. Stuart encourages families to attend
and again reminded everyone that it is his
birthday. Contact Stuart if you would like
a tee-shirt commemorating this trip. Stuart
says that a nicer camping area at the Clapperton ranch (aka Roverworks) has been
designated for this years event.
– Laager in the Valley at Greg Sutfin's
farm on the island in Duncan is coming up
on June 9th/10th.

Meeting adjourned 9:05 p.m.

May Meeting Minutes
May17th, 2007
Bill Eastwood recording
Meeting Commenced at 7:46 p.m., Ricky's
Restaurant, Surrey, B.C.
Members Present: Don MacDonald, Stuart Longair, Stuart Scantlebury, Shawn
Doherty, John Parsons, Bill Eastwood,
Bernie Buttner, Andrew Phillips, Rick
Mellenger, Gary Spicer, Glenn Daigle.
Guests Present: Roger Sutcliffe
• Minutes from the previous meeting: (not
available)
• Treasurer's Report: Stuart Longair
Stuart reports that we have $2,600.00
in the bank. We have currently taken in
$925.00 in advertising revenue from the
newsletter supporters.
• Membership Update: Bill Eastwood
Pamela Blair (not present) sent along a
Membership summary she had provided
which Bill read out for the members.
– To date the Rover-Landers of BC has
68 paid members. April saw 1 renewal
in – Greg Pollock from Surrey. May saw
3 renewals in - Robert Murray from N.
Vanc., Jerry Hurlburt from Abbotsford
and Robert MacRae moved from Langley
to Chilliwack. The three May renewals in
being a direct result from the 6 'last issue'
mail outs that went out with the April issue
of the Rover-Lander newsletter.
– Jim Skelton (one of the 2006 notice
renewals sent out) e-mailed in stating he
would like to see an Associate Membership formed within the Rover-Landers of
BC. Meaning: No voting rights, less dues
paid ($15-20??), newsletter - targeting non
Land Rover owner members or former
Land Rover members.
– Analysis – 50% of 'last notices' sent out
in April came in
– Sent out about 20 membership forms to
2005 former members in an attempt to see
if they renew or not.
– E-mail updates sent in regularly to Bill
Eastwood for memos.
– Membership spreadsheets sent in monthly to the Executive at the end of each
month.
• Newsletter Update: Bill Eastwood
Pamela Blair (not present) sent along an
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May Minutes continued from Page 5

tions watch the calendar.

– Stuart Longair has contacted Doug Shipman about attending some Pacific Coast
Rovers events. Doug has advised that they
will be holding an event in central Oregon
that could accommodate up to five or six
trucks from our club. Contact Stuart if
you're interested.
– So far five trucks from our club will be
going down to Montrose, Colorado for the
National Rally, anyone else interested can
find details available on their web site.
– Rick Mellenger raised concerns that the
minutes of the meetings were not being
published on the web forum in a timely
manner. It was pointed out that the last two
sets of minutes were posted immediately.
– Reminder about summer meetings:
– June meeting/barbeque at Rover Tech in
North Vancouver from 11:00 am until 3:00
pm on June 24th in combination with their
grand opening.
– July meeting/barbeque at Pete Lembesis'
on July 15th; also from 11:00 am until 3:00
pm.
– August meeting/barbeque at Andrew
Phillips from 11:00 am until 3:00 pm on
the 26th.
– For final confirmation and address loca-

• There were several reports from those
present about their latest projects and
repairs:
– Shawn has just overhauled the transmission in his series three 109.
– Glenn has completed his 200tdi installation.
– Andrew has concerns about high engine
temperature in his Range Rover.
– John Parsons washed his Range Rover
finally.
– Stuart Longair has been wheeling and
dealing his excessive inventory of Rovers
and fighting over the new provincial testing
regulations.
– Bill now has longer studs but his nuts are
still the same size!
– Bernie has partially stripped the paint
from his 110 in an effort to win the ugliest
truck trophy at the ABFM.
– Don is juggling truck repairs/engine installation/shop upgrade and family crises.
– Gary Spicer has caused a tumult by purchasing an old Chevy Bel Air station wagon. To add insult to injury he is going to a
Chevy event stateside this weekend rather
than coming to the ABFM.
– Stuart Scantlebury has had intermittent

engine stumbling and rough idle which appear to have self corrected. (Yeah right)
– Roger Sutcliffe is in the proceass of reconfiguring his center console in his Discovery to accommodate more switchgear.
Meeting adjourned 9:25 p.m.
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Stemwinder / Similkimeen Run - May 5 & 6th, 2007
Write-up & photos by Pamela Blair
The whole reason behind this 'unofficial' Rover-Landers weekend Run was
quite simply... I was bored and wanted to
get out exploring and camping.
Dave & I had put in a huge amount
of time and effort into hosting the Easter
Rover Run that was held on our ranch. We
stayed in the house, so no camping. I also
said to Dave that it was now a long haul
for us until the Spences Bridge Run at the
end of May.
So Dave posted on the website where
we thought we would like to explore and
anyone wishing a weekend out were more
than welcome
to
join us.
We had
4 Rovers
out
that
weekend in
early May:
Shawn &
Charlie in
his SIII,

John Parsons in his RR Bill Eastwood in
his D90 and us with Oliver in the Disco.
Our goal was to go back into the Similkimeen area and explore some other roads,
mainly Stemwinder and Red Creek.
The drive up Stemwinder was pleasant
and easy being a FSR. However it was
not long before we hit log cuts and roads
going off willy-nilly. After a huge amount
of struggling to find the original road in the
trees we had to say enough was enough.
The logging companies had once again
obliterated original roads and trails.

We headed back down and came up
with the idea of heading all the way over
to the Ashnola River and trying to do a
'reverse Traverse' as our buddy Shawn
had never been there and the red rocks are
something to see.

We all knew that most likely we would
hit snow and... we did. We basically made it
to the far end of the red rock scree area and
just into the trees when the snow became
too deep and mushy to go further. Down
we came and settled on camping along the
Ashnola at the Tunnel Mtn. camp site.
Although it was depressing to see the
devastation logging has done to yet another
area in B.C., the 5 of us still had an enjoyable weekend out, a break from work and
routines and I managed to get my camping
fix seen to.

Van Dusen Gardens ABFM, Vancouver - May 19th, 2007
Write-up & photos by Pamela Blair
The rain came down, sideways at times,
on the morning of May 19th as Van Dusen
Gardens opened its gates to let in hundreds
of British made vehicles. The final count
was hovering around 500 vehicles for all
who came out for the day, which by the
way did improve weather wise as the day
progressed.
The most exciting part, well for the
Rover-Landers club and well, any Land
Rover owner was a record number of
Land Rovers out for the day. 22 Rovers in
total. 4 D90's, 3 D110's, 4 Range Rovers,
1 Discovery, 4 SIIA, 2 SII, 1 SIII, 1 SIII
LW, 1 SII Carowagon and a Santana III. 14

Rover-Landers came with their Rovers - 12
from BC and 2 from the US.
Next year marks the 60th Anniversary
of Land Rover so book your calendars now
and start polishing your Rover for a salute
to Land Rover.
5 of our Rover-Landers members proudly took home an ABFM plaque in the 2
Land Rover Categories offered.
Winners in Category 47 for all Series &
Defenders were:
1st place: Neil Hamelin, SII Carowagon
2nd place: Shawn Doherty, SIII 109

3rd place: Ryan Ulansky, D110
Category 48 for Range Rover, Discovery
& Freelander:
1st place: Andrew Phillips, Range Rover
2nd place: Steven Thompson, Range
Rover
3rd place: Emylee Stewart, Range Rover
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Spences Bridge Run – May 25 - 27th, 2007
Write up by Pamela Blair
Photos by Shawn Doherty & Pamela Blair
This year's 2nd Annual Spences Bridge
Run was once again held out of Alan Simpson's Clapperton Ranch – or better known
to Land Rover folk as RoverWorks.
Thirteen Rovers were present on this
Run – representing the Defenders were:
Bill Eastwood, Phil Armstrong & Deb
Waters, Ryan Ulansky and Glenn Daigle.
In the Range Rover category we had: John
Parsons, Andrew & Griffin Phillips, Stuart
& Adam Longair with Ruby. In the Disco
set were: Don MacDonald and the MiniMacs – Pete & Leo and Dave & Pamela
Blair. In the Series group we had Neil &
Ernie Hamelin in Neil's SIIA Carowagon
and Shawn Doherty in his SIII 109. Passengers along for the day were: Bob Bain from
the Coast. Rover-Pup count for the day was
three: Charlie, Willow & Oliver.
So there you are, a great selection of
Land Rovers and Rover-Lander members
for the weekend.

this point Phil & Dave took the lead and
after studying the maps decided on a route
up and over the Murray Creek FSR.
From here the day found us having a
few attempts to find 'the Lookout Point' at
the 2025 meter level.
Heading up Murray Creek we were
stopped by a huge tree (really serious here)
that was across the road. The first attempt
was by John Parsons in his RR to tug the
tree out of the way. Tree - 1, Rover - 0.
Then it was try Bill Eastwood's D90
hooked up to a tree (snatchblock) in the
back as an anchor only to have his left rear
tyre end up in the air. Not a working solu-

tion either and no, the tree did not move an
inch. Tree - 2. Rovers - 0. We then resorted
to three trucks to pull the tree with each
connected to three anchor trucks and Bill's
D90 still snatchblocked to the tree.

Friday night saw all of us camping on
the east side of Allan's property on the side
of the alfalfa field. Last year we were on
part of the KVR rail bed on the other side
over by the tunnel. Which by the way Bob
Bain hiked to over the weekend and said
was 'way cool!'
Stuart Longair had T-shirts available for
this event on an pre-order basis.
Departure on Saturday got off to a lurching start as the first planned route took us
into the local dump. The next few attempts
proved futile and got us nowhere either. At

Izmas FSR through some beetle-kill clearcuts and snow lingering at the 5360 foot
level. Down and out to Lytton via Botanie
Valley Rd and out about 7:30 p.m. After
gassing up it was back to Allan's arriving
into camp at about 9:30 p.m., all of us tired,
hungry and looking for bed.
Early Sunday morning we had the
Hamelin's and Glenn Daigle leave for
points south and we think Ryan left too
at this point or maybe the night before.
The rest of the us carried on Sunday after
breaking camp to Coalmont via Merritt and
the Coldwater Road to Brookmere and out
to Thalia on the KVR railbed.
After reaching Granite City, Bill left
with Ann Lockley as did Andrew Phillips
and Don MacDonald. From here it was
the determined bunch consisting of Blair,
Armstrong, Doherty & Parsons that persevered 'up' to see what the snow level was
like on the way up to Lodestone Lake.
At 3:45 p.m. we called it quits at the
5400 foot level at 17.8 kms in at the first
switchback, the snow was falling through
the trees so back down we went and
home.

At this point there was still no movement from the tree so like Chinamen working on the ole railroads they took to digging
in an attempt to lower the road to get all the
trucks through. After much digging all 11

Allan, shown here doing a first run test drive on
a client's Austin motor car Sunday morning.

trucks made it under with Ryan having to
air down to minimum level and reverse
through because of his roof-top tent.
Eventually we all got under the tree and
on our way and found our way out via the
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Whipsaw Trail Update 2007
A bit of Whipsaw Trail History
by Dave Blair
The Whipsaw Trail as we know it didn't exist by that name up
until recently. Instead, it was part of a network of trails used by
the Hudson's Bay Company's Fur Brigade. We call this trail the
Whipsaw, primarily because a portion of it follows close to the
Whipsaw Creek, and the name over the years, being quite catchy,
has stuck.
The original brigade trail in B.C. ran from Fort St. James, Fort
Alexandria (just north of Williams Lake), Kamloops, then on the
west side of the Okanagan lakes and down to Okanogan, Washington, where it eventually joined the Columbia River for a final
destination ending up in Fort Vancouver, Washington.
This was the primary method of transit of furs up until the mid
19th century, and it also became a northward re-supply route for
the fur traders around 1825 when it was determined that it was
quicker to send supplies by sea than to haul then east-west across
the entire continent. The use of this route stopped in 1846 with
the signing of the Oregon Boundary Treaty, establishing the 49th
Parallel as the Canada/US Border. Fear of taxation combined with
Native Indian warfare caused the government of the day to look
for other alternate routes to the sea.
The trail we now know as 'Whipsaw' was part of this alternate
route which went from Kamloops southward along the south shore
of Nicola Lake, then southward again through the Tulameen Valley. It then connected with the Hope Bridge Trail and meandered
towards Fort Hope. The Hope Trail, which joins up with this interior trail along is what we now know as 'the Whipsaw', was used
for the first time in 1848, and while barely passable, was the only
available route to the coast at the time.
At the same time as this route was being used for the fur trade,
Royal Engineers started construction of the Cariboo Wagon Road
through the Fraser Canyon. In 1863 the Fraser Canyon route was
completed and the Hope Bridge Trail/Whipsaw Trail route into
interior B.C. fell into disuse as a primary fur route.
But, in 1885 a major gold strike at Granite Creek (near Coalmont) swelled the settlement to over 2000 people. By the turn of
the century, this bonanza was long gone, but in the early 1900's the
boom moved over to coal. Coalmont, Blakeburn and the surrounding hills were once again mined, this time for their coal. Most of
this coal production ended in 1957, however, a new coal operation
has started up again close to Lodestone Lake, at the northern end
of the Whipsaw.
From the mid 1900's, the Whipsaw Trail fell into total disuse
and was not used as a recreational area until the 1970's, other than
by the occasional hunter or trapper. With the advent of 4x4's and
off-roading, it has been cut through again and is now a regular
destination for recreational off-roaders. About 10 years ago, the
Tread Lightly campaigns began to impact the way people used the
trail and much of the damage that the higher meadows received
from early 4x4'ers is now healing.
An interesting point along the trail is the infamous Falcon
Hill, which got its name from a fellow called Skip Marsh, who in
1979 drove his 1966 Ford Falcon 2-wheel drive car up the hill. A

tongue-in-cheek historical marker is attached to a tree about halfway up the hill. Many an off-roader has raised his/her eyebrows at
the thought of a 2-wheel drive Falcon car driving up this hill, as it
has stumped many 4x4's over the years and has required hours of
winching for some to get up the hill. Generally, though, any truck
with good articulation can make it up in one or two tries.
• For additional information on the Whipsaw area please check
out these websites:
http://www.hopebc.ca/h.history.html
http://groups.msn.com/GhostTownsofBC/history.msnw
http://gallery.hot4x4.ca/albums/Whipsaw-July-04/adm.jpg
In 2006 I was able to personally get a contract drawn up with
Ed Ables from the Ministry of Forests in Merritt declaring the
4Wheel Drive Association of BC as stewards of the Lodestone
Lake Recreation site. With the signing of this contract it allowed
active and concerned off-road groups such as the Rover-Landers
of BC and the Herd of Turtles to take responsibility for the up keep
of the Lodestone Lake area and the Whipsaw Trail corridor.
Since this agreement signing numerous trips through the Whipsaw have been made to date by both clubs and truck and trailer
loads of garbage have been hauled out, the owner of a wrecked
and abandoned car in one of the meadow areas was made to
remove the vehicle's remains, 'Stay on the Trail' signage has been
posted in many areas that show off trail use and damage as well
as painting and repairs to the two picnic tables and the single outhouse at Lodestone Lake.
Due to these efforts it appears that the average 4 wheel driving
public is now coming to terms with staying on the trail and have a
better grasp of what off trail driving can do to the eco system.
In addition to the caretaking of this wonderful area, the Whipsaw Trail has now officially been selected onto BFG's Outstanding Trails Program sponsored by BF Goodrich Tires. The RoverLanders will be taking a group of BFG personnel and media
people through the Whipsaw on September 15th, 2007 with the
official presentation and announcement to be made most likely in
one of the beautiful meadow areas along the way.
I would really like to thank Shawn Doherty and Paul Cooper
for their Whipsaw efforts, plus all the other people who have
helped on the clean-up trips for making this special area officially
recognized and preserved now for future use.
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Lodestone Lake & Whipsaw Trail Clean-Up Runs - June & July
Lodestone Lake Clean-up Run
June 15-17th, 2007
by Pamela Blair
A small group of us (Phil & Deb, John,
Shawn and ourselves) had popped over to
check out the snow level into Lodestone
Lake after leaving the Spences Bridge Run
on May 27th. We called it quits at about
the 5400 foot level as the snow became too
deep on the road as we climbed up past the
coalmine. We made about 17.8 kms in that
day but we felt confident (despite the falling snow) that in 3 weeks we could tackle it
again. The snow was melting at a good rate
with a healthy amount of water running
down the side of the road.
So on June 15th Dave, Willow, Oliver &
I set off south in the Disco to Princeton via
the old Summerland-Princeton highway to
meet Shawn & Charlie for noon. We were
sidetracked along the way with a stop at
my farrier's place outside Summerland to
view their six week old Border Collie/Lab
pups (more on this later). We rolled into
Princeton about an hour late and met up
with Shawn & Charlie at Billy's.
We headed north out of Princeton on the
usual route to Coalmont, air down spot at
Granite City and then up past the coalmine
and onto Lodestone Lake.
The two trucks made it much further
than our May 27th check-out run but still
we hit snow near the top. After a bit of digging but getting underway again we heard
the sound of an engine coming our way.
Lo and behold it was our trusty pal Bill
Eastwood in his D90. The three of us made
the trek up the last bit and over the top to
Lodestone and proceeded to set up camp.
The Lodestone site was wet from recent
rains and melting snow making setting
up a tad mucky and muddy. Dave set off
in the Disco in search of some firewood,

Shawn & Bill erected a tarp between the
two trucks for shelter as it had decided to

Wes Rempel from HoT in his Jeep with his
friend Mike. Not a fellow for wasting time
Wes pushed past and went off in search of
Kris, whom we found some minutes later
slogging away cutting out downfalls from
across the trail.

rain and I made some much welcome hot
chocolate for them.
The rain stopped and we had a boo
about the site checking on picnic table
damage, the outhouse and amounts of
garbage. It was too wet to give either the
outhouse or the picnic tables a lick of paint
so we relaxed, well some of us did, Charlie
of course... went swimming.
It was dark and getting late when we
heard the sound of incoming engines again.
This time it was Kris Maksymuik, Pete
Lembesis and his friend Georg. Pete still a
bit rattled from hitting a deer on the HopePrinceton highway on the way up and his
D110 was showing some slight frontal
fender damage complete with (ick!) hairs.
Next morning Bill & Shawn hopped
to and got some paint on the outhouse
and signs while I happily snoozed in the
warmth of my -50º something arctic sleeping bag. (my parents used to be mountain

Much of the next few hours were spent
like this, clearing away fallen trees and
trying to avoid being pulled sideways and
down into the melting sink holes around
the trees on either side of the trail. Kris,
never one to give up easily, pushed on
determined we would make Wells Lake.
After four hours of slogging, sliding and
winching we made it to the first big ditch.
We all got through the ditch, but it was

climbers before I was born and I have snagged
some items from them over the years)

The weather was wet and rather icky so
it was agreed that we would go as far as we
could, most of us knowing that even tho
Kris said we would get through to Wells
and out, we would not. There was still too
much snow up at this level. The south side
of Lodestone Lake was still frozen over
and snow right down to the waterline.
We headed out and sure enough we
hit snow around the second corner. Kris
pushed through here but Pete struggled for
a bit even with the chains on his 110.
Again we heard the sound of incoming
engine noise and to our amazement it was

decided that we 'give-up' and head back to
Lodestone for the night.
Well, what took roughly four hours
for us to reach this spot, now drastically
changed. In that time not only the weather
changed but the consistency of the snow
changed making for a very long session of
winching and tugging back along the way
we came. It took Wes, Bill, Dave & I just
over 5 hours to get back out to Lodestone
with us blowing apart our new Warn 9500
winch in the process. Dave was not a
happy camper here. Kris rolled into Lodestone about 30 minutes after us and Shawn,
Pete & Georg over an hour after that.
It was now about 8:00 p.m. and snow
had started to fall at Lodestone. Once
re-grouped it was agreed to head out to
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a lower level and camp in a warmer and
drier spot like Copper Creek. So out we
went. We welcomed our late supper at the
Copper Mountain Pub at the top of the hill

outside Princeton and after a dark drive
down to Copper Creek we set up camp.
Morning came fast and even though the
Whipsaw had spat us all out (complete

Lodestone Lake Clean-up Run
July 6-8th, 2007
by Shawn Doherty

minutes of assault.
We carried on to Lodestone Lake and
erected the bug shelter first, sat inside and
had a beer. I then ventured out and cleaned
the site; if I worked quickly the bugs could
not keep up. Charlie was of course no help
at all and went swimming instead to get
away from the bugs bothering him.
After an hour Rick Mellenger and Wes
Rempel showed up and set up their tents
and doused themselves with deet. We
walked around and talked as standing still
invited clouds of hungry mosquitoes. We
started a camp fire which seemed to keep
the bugs to a tolerable level and I heard the
unusual sound of a Peugeot diesel and Karl
Nyland arrived.

I decided to call this trip 'Lodestone'
just to make it sound different, and Lodestone was a major part of it at least in the
beginning.
The day was hot and sunny and Charlie and I were able to get away early, so
when we stopped at Granite City it was
only 3:00 p.m. We aired down here as we
normally do, and I noticed an improved
absence of bugs from three weeks earlier.
We drove up the mountain and I took notes
of the distance to crossroads and natural or
man-made stops of interest as there have
been many requests for information of
this kind from people wanting to drive the
trail. I think the interest has been generated by BFG designating the Whipsaw an
outstanding trail.
When we were past the coal mine I
started placing Lodestone signs at the
intersections to make it easier for people
to find the lake. More signs were placed in
locations where they used to be but I only
placed four in total.

At the first meadow our 'Respect your
Grasslands' sign was damaged so I decided to replace it but only got as far as placing the bolts through it as the bugs were
so bad I couldn't stand more than a few

Karl set up his tent, worked a bit on
his truck and soon Andy & Bailey Deane
arrived. So after a sit around the fire everyone bedded down until around 12:30 a.m.
At 12:30 a.m. I awoke to a horn honking
and loud engine noise of two 110's arriving. Kris Maksymuik, Pete Lembesis and
his friend Georg had arrived in a big way.
They stopped for a few minutes and carried
on into the night determined to make camp
where they left off weeks ago.
In the morning Rick and Karl decided
to return to town as they were just testing
their trucks performance after extensive
modifications. Rick agreed to finish bolting up the sign I had abandoned due to
mosquitoes on the way in. Wes then drove

with a shattered winch) we set up another
date to tackle it again within the next few
weeks and again... hoping for less snow.

off on a recon run to find Kris, Pete and
Georg but soon came back with the news
they were still asleep and only about 5 kms
away. So we drove off on a run that took
5 hours 3 weeks ago and today much less
time.
When we arrived there they were cooking breakfast so we hiked around as stopping was not an option with the bugs.
While we waited a group of trucks arrived
from the south, twelve in all so we knew
the trail would be clear. The last fallen tree
obstacles were cleared by Kris, Pete and
Georg the night before on their way in.
We then set off with little difficulty
except for the amount of traffic on the trail.
There were probably twenty trucks and
twenty bikes and quads running the trail
the other way. We picked up garbage and
re-erected signs as we went.
At Wells Lake we stopped at the camp,
it was as always very messy with garbage
strewn about and many trees cut down. I
decided not to clean the area this time as
we will need a trailer to do it right. I found
myself very angry at the idiots that would
come into this area and leave it like this.
We climbed out of Wells heading south
meeting traffic on the way up the hill. We
decided not to camp on the trail that night
as we had made good time and instead
camped on the Similkameen River near
Copper Creek. There was a lively discussion around the fire regarding some club
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dynamics.
Kris built the fire, 'Kris size', so we all

had to sit around it about ten feet away.
The next morning we had a Rover chef
challenge hashbrown cook-off between
Kris and Pete and during breakfast there
was a heated discussion of winching your
self backwards.
After breakfast we set up three snatch
blocks on trees and successfully winched
Kris backwards and argued why it worked.
After that we pulled out of camp and had
a easy drive home, my thanks to everyone
who contributed to this most pleasant
excursion.

The Rover-Chef cook-off Challenge between
Kris & Pete

Laager in the Valley, Duncan - June 9 & 10th, 2007
Write-up and photos by Greg Sutfin
Lots of other people were here too, and
we had a great time. I'll have to count the
photos when I get them down-loaded, but I
think we had 20 Land Rovers this year, and
probably 40 people. Of course we didn't
have a very effective sign-in system so the
results may be a bit off.
Saturday was great despite the rain.
Dinner was good and the campfire under
the tarp was enjoyed all day long, especially in the evening as we watched the
"1st Overland" video.
The next day we had an enormous
breakfast at Genoa Bay Cafe followed by
our Sunday drive. A few scratches resulted
from the drive and a few muscle strains as
well. The muscle strains will be from all
the grinning.
I'll write more later, for now I want to
thank all those who helped, contributed
and also those who came out.
Till later!
Wheel wisely.
Greg S.
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Jim McEachern Memorial Run - July 21 & 22, 2007
Write-up by Pamela Blair
Photos by P. Blair & Andy Deane
It's been two years this September since
the Rover-Landers lost their good buddy
Jim McEachern and the hole this fellow
left behind is huge. Jim was a great friend,
husband, father and grandfather and he is
sadly missed by all who knew him.
Jim's good pals Dave Tebbutt and Phil
Armstrong started a Rover Run in Jim's
honor in 2006 going into areas they knew
Jim had enjoyed Rovering. This year Jim's
Run was held in the South Cariboo starting
at Cache Creek the morning of July 21 and
heading into the Deadmans Flats area just
outside of town.

Jeremy

6 Rovers came out for Jim's Run this
year: Phil Armstrong & Deb Waters in their
blue D90, Shawn & Charlie Doherty in
their SIII 109, Andy & London (no Bailey
this trip) Deane in their RR, Dave Tebbutt
with Jim's eldest son Jeremy in Dave's red
RR, Randy & Kinga Haye in their SIII 109
and us in our Disco with Oliver and new 10
week old Rover-Pup Jaime.
The weather was sunny cloudy as
we headed up into Deadmans Flats. We
reached the Hoodoos at around lunchtime
and this seemed as good a place as any for
a lunch stop. After scanning the hills with
Deb's binocs and others using the zoom on
their cameras we located the 3 hoodoos on
the hillside.
Andy had come on this trip with his
youngest son London, as our favorite Rover-Boy Bailey was out at a birthday party
this weekend. We had brought our new

Rover-Pup Jaime
along and he was
a hit with everyone
but especially with
young London.
Our
lunch
snacks consumed
we headed off up
the valley to Vidette Lake, Deadmans Falls and
over the ridge to
the Bonaparte River where we were told
by Phil & Dave that we would be doing a
river crossing as the bridge has been out for
a few years.
At the river crossing we loaded volunteer Jeremy into Dave's waders and
watched as he ventured into the river with
a pole to check for the deepness. Jeremy
seemed to think the trucks should be fine
so he jumped into the spare tyre on Phil's
hood and the D90 headed in. All of us
watching hoping Jeremy would not be
doing a header into the river. In no time flat
all 6 Rovers were across and heading up
the sandy bank. By the way the water was

halfway up the door sides on our Disco.
At one of the switchbacks Shawn did
a shunt back to get around the corner and
ended up with his back wheels off the
edge. We suddenly heard on the Disco's
CB a little voice come in saying, "Dave,
wanna try that newly repaired winch?" We
hooked up to Shawn and hoisted him back
onto firm ground, the winch working like
it was supposed to. By the way Warn honored their lifetime warranty and the winch
was repaired at the coast in early July. All
the gears had completely shattered on us in
June in Whipsaw.

We then traveled our way out to Green
Lake where Deb & Phil had graciously
offered space for us all to camp at their
family cabin. Tents and camps set up and
supper consumed we all enjoyed a nice
quiet evening around the campfire on the
beach. In honor of our pal Jim we held a
moment of silence at about 10:00 p.m. and
a few of us shared memories of Jim.
Morning came and we started the process of breaking camp, thanking Deb for
the flush loo, watching London on the
trampoline and wee Jaime play with Charlie over in Camp Doherty. Jaime was on
Charlie's bed, playing with Charlie's Frisbee and when I was not looking in the back
of Shawn's truck, yes with Charlie.
Sunday's route found us crisscrossing
the south Cariboo from Green Lake to 70
Mile House, then partway down the Rapha-

el Road and again crossing grasslands via
an old road to Meadow Lake Road and past
Beaverdam Lake to the highway.
We figured it was too late in the day to
try the Big Bar Ferry so Phil popped us in
a little hidden road by the hydro line that
he and Kris Maksymuik had found a few
years ago. This route took us over and
around a course of X-Country ski trails and
brought us out right in Clinton.
Gassing up, airing up and everyone
scarfing ice-cream treats at the local gas
station found us at 4:00 p.m., time for
departing and to make tracks home for all.
Thanks Phil & Deb for the great camp
spot and to our buddy Jim, we hope you
had a good run with us as you were with us
in our hearts and minds the whole way.
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Land Rover National Rally, Montrose, Colorado
Aug. 15 - 18, 2007
Please enjoy the following few pages of stories from some of our members who attended this years National Rally in Colorado. All 5 Rover-Lander trucks did
different runs over the 3 days so they have different tales to tell. If you missed getting your story in this issue, please send it in for the December issue.

Write-up & photos by
Dave & Pamela Blair
Rovers in the Sky
Pamela and I were disappointed that we
missed the 2006 National Rally in Moab,
Utah as we had just moved and weren't
organized, not to mention having no additional funds after moving costs. So when
the 2007 rally was announced, we were the
first to register.
We departed Armstrong on August 11th
and set a rather leisurely pace with only
about 9 hours of driving per day with stops
as we headed south and avoiding interstates as much as possible. The first night,
after meandering through eastern Washington forests, took us to Lewiston, Idaho.
The second day we pushed a little
harder and got as far as West Wendover on
the Nevada border. We met up with Stuart
and Ellen just over the Idaho/Nevada border in Jackpot. Ellen wasn't feeling well
so they stayed there while we carried on
to West Wendover. Wendover was in full
throttle of "Speed Week" at the Bonneville
Salt Flats. The whole town was crowded
and hotel rooms were at a premium, us
getting the last room available at one of
the casinos, after asking at a number of
others. Only $185 per night, but hey we
were on holidays, right? A comment here
on camping, we had planned on camping
the way down and back, however it seemed
that most camp areas we went past were
either geared only for RV's or were barren
patches of earth with no trees or sported
a closed sign. We saw none of the nice
recreational sites we're used to up here. So
next time, we either have to take more time
planning our route around good camp areas
like a KOA, or just hotel it. This time we
hoteled it the whole way.
Monday morning found us out at 8:30

Bonneville Salt Flats, Utah

on the salt flats where we endured the 40°+
temp for a couple of hours, and while it
was an experience worth remembering, it's
definitely not a spectator sport as the cars
doing their speed runs are about a kilometer away and just dots on the horizon.
By early afternoon Monday, we were
melting our way around downtown Salt
Lake City (now 40º+ out) checking out
the big temple just 'cause it was there, then
purchased some new mud terrain tires. We
had a lump develop on one of the front
all-terrains and limited tread left on all
four. Then off to the American Fork Rover
dealership to clear the ABS code. They put
the truck on their computer and shut off
the ABS warning error that had come up.
Keith had instructed me earlier through
the repairs, however the light remained on
when we left Armstrong as I hadn't had
time to run down to the coast and get him
to turn it off. This LR dealer was right on
the way along Interstate 15, and turned out
to be a valuable resource for us and others
on this trip. We then proceeded southeast
down the Dinosaur Diamond Hwy towards
Green River, where we stayed the night
during a heavy electrical rain storm.
The most memorable thing about Green
River was the nice orange TREK Discovery parked out front of one of the old
buildings when we drove through town the
next morning. Couldn't find the owner, but
took a couple of photos as there seemed to
be a severe shortage of Land Rovers so far
on the trip. We took the day Tuesday to do
some sightseeing, starting with the Valley
of the Goblins to the southwest, then Little
Wild Horse Canyon and Bell Canyon. We
think we never actually got as far as the full
canyon, but had a nice hot sweaty walk in
40° temps and saw a huge jackrabbit and
vaious sized lizards. Then over to Canyonlands National Park. Canyonlands is definitely on the list of places to return to and
spend more time. There is a 4x4 road that
goes down into the bottom of the canyons
for 100 miles (the White Rim Road) and I
think next year we'll be spending a couple
of days down there doing that. Tuesday
night we stayed in Moab, sighting a few
other Rovers doing the same.

Wednesday morning, we did a whirlwind
tour of Arches National Park, then took a
secondary road eastward that brought us
out right in Montrose, Colorado. Bill, Bernie and April were at the hotel desk as we
arrived, leaving a message for us. Stuart
and Ellen had arrived at another hotel a bit
earlier, and Phil and Deb were at a campsite on the south end of town. So we were
the last Rover-Landers in, having filled our
day to the top with exploring the surrounding area. Also from Vancouver were Ray
and Michelle in their LR3, future members
of the club.
Final preparations were underway for
the rally, check-in, registration, some final
adjustments as the new tires were rubbing
the rock sliders a wee bit. I headed to a
local Jeep modifying shop and had them
sawzall the sliders an inch shorter on all
corners, then adjusted the steering stops in
the hotel parking lot, and a late dinner discussing routes, we were ready for an early
day Thursday. However poor Pamela was
up till 2:30 a.m. working on her clients.
Mornings come very early at the National Rally as the line-up for trails was at 7
a.m. and some of the trail lines filled up

within minutes. So for us, we got up at 5:00
(4:00 BC time) to get ready, have breakfast
and get in line by about 6:45. First day we
decided on an easy route touring a number
of local mines, around the 11,000 foot
level. Mike and Jennie Burris, our trail
leaders headed out with our group of 12
Rovers about 7:45 a.m. Jennie was a geologist so she had a good deal of information
about the mining in the area, especially
once Darryl from East Texas got her rolling
by asking question after question.
We had a bit of trouble with an older
Series III in our group, fresh off the boat
from England 3 weeks prior and was the
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smokiest diesel we've ever seen. Whitish blue smoke billowed everywhere it
went. After some basic troubleshooting, it
was decided that the problem was beyond
our rudimentary trail skills and the truck
should return back to Montrose. Turned
out it was never to be seen again. Hmmm,
wonder what happened to that one!?! I
think the owner, an older lady, who was
from Albuquerque, New Mexico simply
took it home. Pamela is still wondering
about the lady in her fresh out of the box
leather riding boots with faded camoflague
pants tucked in, the John Lennon glasses
and the 10 week old Bull Terrier pup called
"Hildeguarde". Makes for good stories.
The day proceeded with easy trails, but
incredible views of the high alpine vistas.

We may not have had the heaviest of offroading day, but the views were breathtaking and worth every minute of it. The
only thing that saddened was the amount
of pollution left by the mines, even the
modern ones that were still in operation
until recently, when mining shut down, it
seemed the standard procedure was simply
to bulldoze the detritus over the cliff. Some
streams in the area were horribly polluted
and yellowy orange with heavy metals
and various caustic mineral content with
warning signs placed. (later in the week
as we approached Telluride, there were a
number of EPA projects going on to try
and cleanup streams and groundwater, but
they've barely scratched the surface of the
pollution caused by the mines)
Thursday evening a cocktail party was
held at a local saloon which unfortunately
we missed as both Pamela and I had to
finish the last of her work. That done and
taken care of she was then officially on
holidays.
Friday morning, bright and early again,
we lined up for the run called Governor's
Basin and Yankee Boy Basin with Barry
& Bev. This was on the opposite side
of the ridge from our exploring the day
before and presented different and even
higher vistas as we drove around huge

basins at the top of Governor and Yankee
Boy peaks. The trails were a little tougher,
but still very manageable, with some side
slopes and narrow sections of shelf road. A
Nissan Xterra drove off one of the shelves
at Yankee Boy late on Friday after we had
been through, however he must not have
been paying attention to his driving as it
wasn't that precarious or hard at all.
We were finished the two trails by about
1:30 on Friday as we had had an early start,
leaving the fairgrounds at about 7:20. So
at our suggestion, 2 other trucks (D90's)
joined us and then we ended up being 6 in
total in the end and we squeezed in another
run on Friday afternoon – the famous Imogene Pass.
The entrance or exit to Imogene Pass
was along the same trail as Yankee Boy, so

it just called out to us to turn right rather
than head back to the highway and back
to Montrose and nap, however tempting
that thought was. The Imogene Pass is
rather famous as it is the second highest
road in the USA, peaking at 13,114 feet.
The drive up to the summit was beautiful
as we followed a stream cascading down,
then through alpine meadows. The road
was somewhat challenging, going over a
number of steep rock shelves, but no serious drop-offs. We stopped at the top for

pictures and took in the view. It
was cold and the air thin. Pamela
managed to receive cell service
and called her dad back at home.
Down the other side, we dropped
about 3000 feet into the resort/ski
town of Telluride, where we aired
up and headed back to Montrose
via Ridgeway with Rob & Joe
from Indiana. I'm glad we had
time and did the Imogene as it holds much
historical significance for the area.
Friday night was the vendors displays
and BBQ. We rolled in a bit late with Rob
& Joe and things were well under way.
Lots of Rover folk to talk to and compare
the wares of the various vendors. This is an
area that is growing for the National Rally,
but still has a long way to go yet. Vendors
are still just waking up to the idea that there
are 300+ Rover enthusiasts gathered for
this event and they should be there to show
off their wares. The organizers were telling
me that the vendor event is growing fast
and will be much bigger next year as more
vendors catch on.
Saturday morning, Pamela and I had
decided to do the famed Black Bear Pass,
well actually Pamela did. She said we
came all this way and spent all this money,
so we had better get the best bang for our
buck. The Black Bear is one of the trails on
the list of BF Goodrich Outstanding Trails,
and well we were here so...
The Black Bear Pass on the whole is
not a very difficult one, going up over a
high mountain pass similar to the Imogene
Pass we had done Friday afternoon except
for about 100 yards, and that's why this

particular trail has become famous. The
100 yard stretch that's called 'the Steps' is
a psychological thrill ride that's guaranteed
to test the mettle of any driver. The Steps
take you down a steep grade just beyond
the summit, so steep that I had both feet
planted on the brake pedal, and the hand
brake on full and nearly breaking it off
as I gripped it with all my might, and the
truck still wanted to move forward. Each
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step is about 15 inches downward then the
road narrows to a shelf about 6-7 feet wide
at the best part. To complicate things, the
trail curves around the cliff to the right,
while side-sloping about 15º to the left then
straight over the edge, plus it had begun to
rain as we reached this spot. Mark, from
the Colorado club spotted us all through
this section. But there was no time at all

to stop and clean one's undershorts as we
had to keep moving. After the Steps the
double and triple shunt switch-backs that
we encountered down the rest of the mountain seemed like child's play even though
the loose rock could fall away and carry a
truck with it at any given second. We had
some time at the bottom with two other
Rovers waiting for the rest of the group
Write-up & photos by
Stuart & Ellen Scantlebury

Montrose, Colorado, August 2007:
Great runs, great people and great fun!!
Thanks a million Solihull Society and
Colorado Clubs, dealers and sponsors and
Montrose.
Montrose off-road trails are clean and
well maintained. The information provided
by the trail leaders such as Dean was much
appreciated, they had real team spirit. They
pointed out the mountain peak names,

and try to catch our breath and stop shaking – which in my case was really needed!
There were around 30 vehicles total, 20
Rovers, a half dozen Jeeps, a tour operator in a extended Jeep p/u, and some bikes
jammed up and going through the Steps,
so it was a little crazy at the top. We were
glad to be back at the bottom unscathed.
I still do not know how Pamela managed
to take those pictures through the rainy
windscreen, it must have been her way of
staying calm. She has admitted since that
she woke up in the night Sunday night
when we were staying 45 miles north of
the Grand Canyon at Jacob Lake having
it suddenly sink in how scary Black Bear
actually was and how close we both were
to dying and she felt she would fall out of
bed if she did not hang on tight.
Saturday night was the Rally Banquet,
and all us BC folk got together and enjoyed
unwinding. Funny, during the 3 days of
Runs most of us took separate routes. Each
of us has their own stories to tell, but after
the day's events we gathered together.
Guess we can wheel with each other any
old time, but this was a chance for all of us
to do something different and meet some
new people.
The way home starting once again early
altitudes, technical suggestions and colour
commentary of local history.
All lead trail vehicles were well
equipped. The vistas were incredible. We
explored several pioneer building that had
plaques telling of the hardships the families
and miners endured. You have to respect
their endurance when you experience these
remote locations.
Most of us were fine, except for a bit
of breathlessness, at 11,000 or 13,000 feet
like at Imogene. Ellen says altitude sickness is miserable – a head that wanted
to explode and staggering gait. The Montrose
hospital provided amazingly good service and
was well equipped. Do
get travel insurance.
She enjoyed her first
post prescription craft
brew at The Brick in
Roslynn, Washington's
oldest saloon (with a
working self flushing
spitoon trough). The

Dave with Rob & Joe from Indiana

on Sunday was via a 13 hour detour to the
4 Corners Monument and on to the north
rim of the Grand Canyon. It was then run
(literally) down the Bright Angel Trail in
time to see this spectacular sight before
the sun went down. Monday saw us pedal
to the metal on the Interstate north to Salt
Lake City on to Butte, Montana, Spokane
and points still north. We arrived at Pamela's parents place Tuesday evening about
6:30. We cut the trip short by a day as
Pamela's dad said our Oliver was sad and
mopey missing us even though he had little
Jaime with him. Too confusing for him we
guessed so soon after losing Willow.
This is a 'must-do' event if you're a real
Land Rover enthusiast, especially next
year for the 60th anniversary of Land
Rover. Hope we'll see you there in Moab!
town was the setting of TV show Northern
Exposure.
Deer came within 20 feet of me, while
others were able to photograph some black
bears. Dozens of marmots complained
from their burrow mounds while we waited
for road clearance. We observed coyotes
hunting and a determined desert fox scavenging road kill on an Idaho highway.

They said, "if you don't think you'll need
a tool, bring it." Well, Stuart did. 105ºF at
Moab and if you have A/C, you want to
use it! But you can't if a passenger window
is stuck open. So: disassamble door, get
a local welder to repair scissor lift arm
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assembly, reassemble. Cost $50 – not
waiting for a garage to get parts, priceless.
5 hours of Moab park: Fabulous!!
American Fork Landrover (Utah) were
fast, courteous and offered a great price

to replace our shattered winshield. It was
broken in front of our hotel by oncoming vehicular traffic, not off roading. Our
chauffer driven LR3 delivered us to Cabella's – everything you ever thought you
needed for hunting or camping, and then
some – during the quick installation.
North of Salt Lake City the clouds rolled
in so we tuned the CB to weather broadcast. "Storm with potential for severe damage. 70 mph winds and golf ball sized hail.
Seek immediate shelter if funnel clouds
form." We were on open road, flat land
with no structures, no ditches and 50 miles
from nowhere. We anxiously scanned 360
degrees, and kept going. The only hail our

Disco encountered was a heavy pea sized
fall on the Ophir bonus run to Montrose.
Hey, getting there and back is half the
fun!

2007 National Land Rover Rally Statistics
Truck Model
Discovery I
D90
Discovery II
Range Rover Classic
D110
Discovery III (LR3)
Range Rover P-38
Series IIA SWB
Series III SWB
Pinz Gauer
Range Rover Mk-III
101 FC
Range Rover Sport
Series IIA LWB
Freelander II (LR2)
Series III LWB
Light Weight

Turnout
46
37
31
21
15
8
4
3
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Total

176

Number of registered attendees

300+

US States attending:
Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, North Carolina,
New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West
Virginia, Wyoming.
From Canada: British Columbia - 6, Ontario - 1
Elsewhere: England & Italy
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Rover-Landers
Stuff
New Styles, sizes & colors for 2007
• Available are:
Caps: Baseball (cloth & oilskin)
& Board style
T-Shirts: long & short sleeve
– available in sizes from S-XXL & child
Denim Shirts, Hoodies, Fleece Vests,
Club Stickers & Club URL stickers
for your truck!
•

•

•

View online at www.roverlanders.bc.ca
or contact Andy Deane
at dr.jbalo@shaw.ca
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in the Garage
Andy Deane - Steveston

1991 Range Rover Classic

ARB Winch Bumper Install – August 2007
• My RRC factory bush bars had done well over my 8 hard
years of trail whacking, including once being ripped half off
my Rover and bent badly on the Whipsaw Trail. I remember
removing the bent bars & carefully driving over them to bend
them straight again!
• Well, this August my eye was drawn to an ad on Craigslist,
stating "Range Rover ARB winch bumper for sale". It was at a
good price and local so no shipping involved. I had to have it!
• The next day I was racing home with the new ARB bumper
tied with rope to the front of my RRC factory bush bars (I tried
on the roof rack, but it didn't work well!). Once at home I set
about fitting it onto the RRC.
• The old factory bush bar and factory bumper came off easily, I did however get a face full of soapy windshield washer
water when I disconnected the hose to the headlamp water
jets (mounted on the old bumper). I heaved up the new ARB
bumper and found it slid snuggly over the front ends of the
chassis arms. To my amazement the 6 holes through the chassis
(3 holes each side) lined up perfectly with the ARB holes, so
I proceeded to slide the bolts through and tighten everything
up. This was all going too easily, there had to be a catch I
thought.
• I stood back to admire the new bumper firmly bolted into
position and was happy to see the quality, strength and fit that
ARB are famous for.
• Then something crossed my mind... how was I going to get
my 10,000 lb Warn winch onto the new bumper?? There was
no room through the top or through the bottom... doh! It then
clanged home in my head that the winch had to be fitted to the
bumper before being installed onto the Rover. I just knew this
install had all been going way too smoothly!
• So, I set about taking off the nuts and bolts that I had just
installed through the chassis and I found with just one bolt

Old bumper removed, ready to align new ARB
bumper.

Want to get in

IN THE GARAGE
forthe next issue??
If so, please contact
Pamela at:
hoofandpaw@sunwave.net
before
November 1st, 2007.
Text & pics due by
November 15th, 2007.

through each front chassis arm that the ARB bumper would
hinge down far enough for me to squeeze the Warn winch
between the top bar and the front grill. With a lot of grunting
and swearing I managed to get the winch securing bolts tightened up & the ARB bumper repositioned & resecured.
• I stood back once again to admire the beauty. Looks great I
thought, now all I have to do is secure the winch control box
onto the welded tab of the ARB bumper. I tugged on the wiring
trying to locate the control box into its new
position... but to my dismay it fell about two inches short from
where it needed to be mounted. I cut the tyraps on the winch
wiring bundle, breaking the wires loose hoping that I may gain
a little extra length, but to no avail. Darn it!!! I will have to
rewire the solenoid control box (3 big wires & 5 small wires)
just to gain the extra two inches I needed.
• I did consider at this time relocating the winch control box
into the engine bay, I know a couple of people have done this
and found that moving the winch control box under the hood
keeps it dryer and cleaner, probably extending the life of the
solenoid pack. One quick look into my wiring supplies confirmed I didn't have the lengths I would need to move the box
under the hood so I set about making all the cables 3" longer.
This involved crimping new ring terminals onto both ends of
all the new cables.
• Well, by midnight I had everything rewired, reconnected and
ready to test. The only part missing was a roller / fairlead which
I was picking up from Lordco in the morning. I was pleased
with the end results, although I did note this estimated 3 hour
job turned into a 8 hour job by the time it was all said and
done... but hey, isn't that true for just about every task that we
work on with our beloved Rovers!
cheers, Andy

New ARB bumper installed. Oops! Should have
installed the winch first.

Winch & bumper installed.
Now to start the electrical connections.
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in the Garage
Dave Blair - Armstrong

1999 Discovery Series II

Those bloody Rovers!
• Getting ready for the National Rally, I noticed when we drove
up the Coquihalla and a few other steep grades that the temperature was rising a little. Fluid levels were good, and it occurred to
me that it was likely just a build-up of mud, debris and dust in
the radiator and air conditioner compressor that was warming it
up a little. One look through the grill confirmed this. I removed
the grill, which is easy since I'd had it off a couple of times to
mount the winch, and drove it to the local car wash. 5 minutes
with a pressure washer and the radiator, oil cooler and air conditioning compressor was well cleaned out.
• Next day, I had to take the truck on the road to Kamloops
and the temperature stayed noticeably cooler on the hills. Success! Except that on the way back from Kamloops the Service
Engine Soon light came on. It actually took a few minutes to
notice since the "Three Amigos" of the ABS light, Electronic
Traction Control light and Hill Descent Control light were on
too. I drove home resigned to just one more thing to do before
leaving south – sigh!
• Parts were beginning to trickle in from my pal Keith R. for
the brakes – the ABS system had generated a hard error due to
a severe vibration between the brake pad and rotor on the right
front. (Not out of round, just the pad itself. My conclusion at this
point looking back was that the pad and rotor had experienced
too much dust and dirt over the past year or so and simply
weren't operating smoothly.) So off come the rotors, into a local
shop for turning, and everything assembled again a day later.
That looked after the vibration. Things were noticeably quieter
and smoother, but the ABS hard code can only be cleared via
a dealer or service technician's computer, not just a plain old
OBDII reader.
• Now back to the SES light...
It was generating 9 codes, including misfires on 4 cylinders on
the left bank, front and rear left O2 sensors, undetermined mis-

Chasing down the Disco's braking issues.

fire and some codes reminding me that the ABS wasn't working
as well. A tad discouraging! Several chats with Keith later, I was
prepared to head down to the coast on Thursday as time was
running out for a Saturday morning departure for Colorado. But
Keith had a hunch that nothing was really very wrong, and that
moisture from the pressure washing the previous Saturday was
causing the misfires. Also, plugs had 50,000 km on them, as
did plug wires. Replacing the plugs did nothing to improve the
codes, although it seemed to perk up performance a little. Keith
suggested unplugging all high tension wires at both ends and
blowing them out with compressed air. Guess it's a good thing
Pamela let me buy that new compressor last week! The plug
end of this job is a breeze, done in 5 minutes. But the coil end,
which is coil packs on the rear of the intake manifold is another
story. I must have skinned nearly every knuckle unplugging
and blowing out these connections. And I also blew out the low
tension power to the coil packs while in there. A day of driving
after this and I was only getting error P0308 meaning a misfire
on cylinder 8 and the accompanying O2 errors as a result. OK,
we're getting somewhere.
• I had ordered a plug wire kit through Lordco back on the
Wednesday, which they forgot to have shipped for Thursday.
Friday morning I picked them up, and intended to install them,
but I discovered that they had sent the wrong kit. Thanks a lot,
Lordco! So now, Friday afternoon (I bet you can all see Pamela
scowling here), I had to decide whether to head out with the
code, or do further work on it. An additional session of drying
wires, combined with unplugging and drying the 4 connectors
for the O2 sensor, and a good drive, and I couldn't get it to generate the error code. Time to pack!
• Once on the highway, it felt like the problem was solved. I
plugged in the OBDII reader several times over the trip to check
on the codes and indeed, it appeared that the problem went away
with simply drying and replugging all the connections. We had
arranged ahead of time to stop at the Land Rover Dealer in
American Fork, Utah (just south of Salt Lake City) and have
them delete the ABS brake code, which drastically reduced the
Christmas tree light appearance on the Disco's dash. So far, so
good, no new codes have appeared after the 6500 km Rally
trip.
• As well, while we were down in Montrose off-roading, a
discussion arose on the radio between drivers of Disco II's
regarding whether they use the Hill Descent Control down hills,
or just their brakes. This was at the top of Yankee Boy Basin,
anticipating a downhill section of about 2000 feet, fairly steep,
but quite smooth. So we tried HDC on Yankee Boy. Other than
a few places where it seemed a bit fast – due mainly to my 33"
tires – HDC worked very well, BUT I don't think it's designed
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and more aware of what each of the warning lights mean, which
ones can be ignored and which needs immediate attention. Having the OBDII reader really helps (thanks Pamela) in determining what the problem is and whether it requires me to fix right
away or whether its just being finicky.

Our trusty Disco in various states of repair prior to the National Rally.

for long descents as it started beeping at me with an entirely
new light, one with an exclamation symbol about 3/4 of the
way down the hill. I must have overheated the ABS unit a bit.
I resorted to foot braking and tried HDC later in the day on the
Imogene Pass. The warning light no longer appeared, but I only
used it for short distances.
• The truck ran like a champ for the trip but I'm becoming more

Glenn Daigle - Vancouver

Can you guess?? Well I'm saving this little nugget for the next Issue.

1985 Defender 90

• So my Land Rover 90 finally has a 200 Tdi in it! I am very
pleased with it. Compared with the old engine, it is a huge
improvement. I can maintain or exceed the speed limit all the
way to Squamish, and it will even accelerate up hill!
• But it was not to be so simple. The week after I put it in I
noticed a little bit of overheating while on the 'Clapperton
Ranch Rover Round-up'.
• The Viscous fan now sat too far away from the radiator. I
decided to put an electric fan in the space where the fan shroud
should have been. I currently run it with a simple switch. I plan
to install a thermostatic switch at some point. The fan came
from a mid 90's ford Taurus, and fits beautifully.
A little sound-proofing goes a long way.

denly my girlfriend Julie doesn't complain about driving in it
anymore. She actually LIKES it! Hurray!!
• Next on my agenda it to improve my off-road ability, I'm
installing a 2" recevier hitch, this week, and soon will have
some winch points installed. Perhaps new springs, tires, sliders,
radio, winch... never mind, one thing at a time.

• A little later I took my nephew out with me and drove up the
Elaho Valley near Squamish to try it out. The engine was great,
but we returned with leaky rear brake cylinders, as well as
sloppy rear bushes on my drag links. Clonk-clonk, all the way
to Don's shop (I don't like doing brakes myself).
• After that episode, I decided to start a little program of preventative maintenance and replace anything I think may be suspect.
I started by rebuilding the alternator, and suddenly my truck is
much quieter! Excited now about the possibility of comfort I
soundproofed half my truck, and put on my quieter tires, sud-
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Campaign targets licenses
for Dirt Bikes
by Tom Fletcher – Black Press
(The Morning Star – July 13, 2007)
East Kootenay MLA Bill Bennett admits
that calls for more regulation seldom come
from the B.C. Liberal side of the legislature, but he's continuing his six year
campaign to have all-terrain quads, snowmobiles and dirt bikes licensed in B.C.
Bennett says B.C. should be embarrassed at being one of the last provinces
to deal with the injury done to wetlands,
grasslands and beaches, as well as some
unregulated operators. He's calling for
vehicle registration by ICBC, so the owners off off-road vehicles can be made
accountable for damage.
"We have serious problems in the East
Kootenay with Albertans especially, who
come in on long weekends and bring their
quads and dirt bikes," Bennett said. "They
ride across natural grasslands, which house
a majority of B.C.'s endangered species.
They ride into creeks and riparian areas
and even into pristine areas around tarns,

and use them for mud-bogging opportunities."
The problem shows up around the province,
on remote wilderness trails and on public
roads. In rural gateways like Tulameen.
Quads are a common sight on streets
and fueling up at the gas station. Princeton RCMP report that with an increase in
popularity of the machines, they've been
sighted on streets in town as well as outlying recreation spots.
In Cumberland on Vancouver Island,
community leaders have struggled to protect Perseverance Creek Park, site of historic Chinese and Japanese settlements.
Relics such as the wooden water pipe have
been exposed by quads and bikes using the
old railbed, and barriers at the gate have
been removed repeatedly.
Naikoon Park on Haida Gwaii is one of
the B.C. parks posted with signs urging allterrain vehicles to stay on the rocky beach
and avoid the sensitive lower beach, hiking
trails and upper sand dunes – magnets for
adventure seeking quad users.

The fine for using an uninsured motor
vehicle on a road is $598, and users can also
be fined for operating without a licence or
a helmet. Parks notices indicate that users
are also liable for any damage they cause,
but Bennett says without a vehicle plate or
sticker to identify the owner, enforcement
isn't practical.
The B.C. government introduced legislation this spring to allow for a fine of up
to $100,000 for mud-bogging with fourwheel drive vehicles, which also extends to
using all-terrain vehicles in alpine or range
land areas.
Bennett says he has the support of
motorbike and all-terrain vehicle clubs
as well as farmers and the B.C. Wildlife
Federation. He notes that since 1992, there
have been eight resolutions to the Union of
B.C. Municipalities urging the province to
deal with unlicensed off-road vehicles.
He wants to see the vehicle sales tax
extended to used as well as new off-road
vehicles, as part of a system to keep track
of ownership.
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Tatas and M&M may bid for Land
Rover, Jaguar
Source: The Economic Times powered by
India Times
Tata Motors and Mahindra & Mahindra
(M&M) are learnt to be exploring the
possibility of bidding for Jaguar and Land
Rover, the cult auto brands owned by
Ford Motor Company.
Although there's no confirmation on the
deal size, international media is pegging
it at around $1.5 billion. Sources say
bidding for the two brands would start
soon. Industry analysts say the Tatas may
finance the bid along with Fiat.
The two automakers recently entered into
an alliance to jointly market and manufacture Fiat models in India.
Tata Motors may also look at partnering
private equity players for the deal, said
sources.
As for M&M, its real interest is in Land
Rover, say analysts, but since the two
brands are being offered as a package
deal, it is looking at a combined bid. Both
the Tatas and M&M refused to comment.
•
Tata and Mahindra place bids for Land
Rover and Jaguar
AFP, NEW DELHI
Friday, Jul 20, 2007, Page 10
Source: Taipei Times Jul 20.07
Indian automakers Tata Motors and the
Mahindra group are considering separate
bids to buy luxury British car brands Jaguar and Land Rover from struggling US
carmaker Ford Motor Corp, media reports
said yesterday.
Ford announced last month that it was
considering selling off the two iconic
marques as it restructures its North American operations.
Media reports have pegged the deal as
worth US$1.3 billion to US$1.5 billion.
CONFIDENTIALITY
Tata Motors, India's biggest automobile
company, has appointed advisers to evalu-

ate a bid and signed a confidentiality
agreement with Ford to access financial
details of the two brands, which have a
combined British workforce of 19,000,
the Business Standard daily quoted
unnamed sources as saying.
The move would be in keeping with Tata
group's growing appetite for overseas
acquisition targets.
Earlier this year, Tata Steel bought AngloDutch steelmaker Corus for US$13.7
billion, India's biggest ever takeover of a
foreign firm.
Leading tractor and utility vehicle maker
Mahindra and Mahindra, which formed
a joint venture this year with France's
Renault and Japan's Nissan, had also
signed a confidentiality agreement with
the US carmaker, the Economic Times
reported.
Ford bought Jaguar in 1989 for US$2.5
billion and Land Rover from Germany's
BMW in 2000 for US$2.7 billion.
Spokesmen for Tata and Mahindra
declined to comment on the bids.
The Economic Times said that Mahindra
and Mahindra's real interest is in Land
Rover, but since the two brands are being
offered as a package deal it is looking at a
combined bid.

Land Rover Offers A Special Version Of
Its Highly Popular Range Rover Sport
Source: Ford Press Releases
Following the huge success of the Range
Rover Sport in the U.S. market, Land
Rover North America is delighted to
announce that a special version known
as the LE will go on sale immediately.
The Range Rover Sport LE will be a very
exclusive model with only 250 available
in North America from August. This special version is equipped with flush-fitting
front and rear bumpers, an extended rear
roof spoiler, body-colored lower side panels, a new rear exhaust treatment, tread
strips and 20-inch Stormer wheels which
add to the vehicle’s visual appeal.
Inside the Range Rover Sport LE, there is
a Luxury Interior Package that includes a
cold climate option, adaptive front lighting, premium leather seats, hand-polished
oak wooden trim and a center console
cooler box. Carpet mats are also included.
Furthermore, an audio visual entertain-

ment system for rear seat passengers and
adaptive cruise control are also included.
“Land Rover is delighted to offer a limited edition Range Rover Sport for those
customers who want something a little
different,” said Finbar McFall, Vice President of Marketing, Land Rover North
America. “With many exclusive features
and options, the Range Rover Sport LE
will appeal to those consumers who want
a level of personalization that reflects
their taste and style.”
With the legendary on- and off-road
prowess of the 2008 Range Rover Sport,
the LE features a 4.2-liter Supercharged
V8 engine. The permanent four wheel
drive system is coupled with Land Rover’s proven Terrain Response™ system to
provide the go-anywhere capability associated with the current Land Rover range.

Land Rover Defender fails Moose test
Source: earthtimes.org
Stuttgart – The Land Rover Defender has
failed the so-called Moose test, tipping to
the side in a swerve to avoid an obstacle
on the road, Germany's auto-motorsport magazine reports. The test with the
Defender 110 TD4 was carried out at a
speed of 60 km/h.
Testers attributed the bad roadholding
quality of the Defender to poor weight
distribution and indirect steering, the
magazine said.
Despite the safety deficit, Land Rover
failed to offer an Electronic Stability
Programme (ESP) and airbags for the
Defender, the report said.
The Moose or Elk test was introduced in
Sweden where a high number of collisions with elks have been registered. The
test became famous when the first generation of the Mercedes A-Class failed the
test and the company responded by introducing standard ESP in the small car.

Land Rover to the Rescue
Jul. 25 2007
Source: Forbes.com
As water levels rose over the wheel arches of many cars, Land Rover lent eight of
its 4x4s to the rescue mission.
A spokesman from West Midlands Ambu-
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lance Service described the Solihull based
company's contribution as "invaluable",
as they were used to access areas too
flooded for regular ambulances.
Land Rover Discoveries, Range Rovers
and Defenders were fitted with blue lights
to respond to emergency calls, transfer
supplies to affected areas and collect
ambulance staff who were unable to get
to work.
The Land Rover Club is still on standby
in case the dramatic scenes reoccur.
West Midlands Ambulance Service chief
executive officer Anthony Marsh, said:
"We would like to thank Land Rover for
providing us with off road vehicles that
are proving extremely useful in the current emergency situation."

Hunt for England's missing Lord Lucan
reopens at small New Zealand town
The Associated Press Published:
August 8, 2007
Source: International Herald Tribune
Asia/Pacific
WELLINGTON, New Zealand: A 33-year
long hunt for missing British aristocrat
Lord Lucan is being renewed at the small
New Zealand township of Marton after
claims he may be living in a car there.
Lord Lucan, born Richard Bingham in
1934, disappeared after the nanny of his
children was found murdered in London
in 1974.
His estranged wife claimed at the time
that the English peer had admitted to the
crime and had said it was a mistake.
New Zealand's "Dominion Post" newspaper reported on Thursday that former
Scotland Yard detective Sidney Ball is
leading a fresh attempt to solve Lucan's
mysterious disappearance.
Since vanishing in 1974 Lucan has been
reportedly sighted dozens of times in
countries including South Africa, Australia, Ireland and the Netherlands.
The link to Marton, population 6,800,
on North Island, follows claims Lucan is
living in an old Land Rover outside the
town with a cat and a pet possum.
The newspaper said a local television
production company was taking Ball to
Marton, where he will be filmed for a
program about neighbors being at war.
Neighbors of the man were convinced he

was Lucan, Ball said.
"I can't say more until I've completed my
investigation," he was quoted telling the
newspaper.
Rangitikei Mayor Bob Buchanan agreed
there was "quite a resemblance" between
Lucan, who would be aged 72, and the
man living in the Land Rover.
Neighbors said the man has an upper
class English accent and "military bearing". Lucan attended Eton, a top English
public school, and served in the Coldstream Guards.
Reports at the time of the murder suggested Lucan had wanted custody of his three
children and had bludgeoned their nanny
after mistaking her for his estranged wife.
His blood-soaked car was found abandoned and Lucan disappeared.

Roger Woodgate, who has been mistaken
for Lord Lucan
"I’m too young and too short to be Lord
Lucan, possum"
(Richard Bosselman/NZPA/PA)
Alan Hamilton, and Bernard Lagan in
Sydney
Source: Times Online

The accent is clipped and the bearing is
military. But surely, after all this time,
it couldn’t really be him, could it? After
all, he was officially declared dead by the
High Court in 1999.
Rumours had spread that Roger Woodgate, a jobless Englishman living in a battered 1974 Land Rover with a cat, a tame
possum and a goat called Camilla, was
Lord Lucan, who disappeared in 1974.
Mr Woodgate says that he is, in fact, a
former photographer for the Ministry of
Defence in Britain. He moved to New
Zealand in 1974 to enjoy his preference
for free-living.
He is furious that his age and accent have
raised suspicions. He has been living on a
small triangle of boggy land, with a busy
road on one side and a rail line on the
other, for 51⁄2 years. Before that, he lived

in similar circumstances for 16 years on a
farm until it was sold.
“I am not Lord Lucan,” he said yesterday
when tracked down to Marton, a farming
hamlet in the lower North Island. He suggested that a neighbour spread the rumour
as part of a continuing dispute, which in
turn is the subject of a forthcoming television series.
Mr Woodgate said that the rumour about
him being the disgraced English peer
surfaced in April, but he was surprised to
learn that it was a front-page story yesterday in The Dominion Post, a daily newspaper published in the capital, Wellington.
Bob Buchanan, Mayor of Marton, told the
paper: “I wouldn’t be surprised to learn
he is Lucan. There’s quite a resemblance.
And although he lives only about ten
minutes out of Marton, his mail goes to a
PO box in Palmerston North, the nearest
city.”
Neighbours say that Mr Woodgate has an
upper-class English accent and a military
bearing like Lord Lucan, who was educated at Eton before serving in the Coldstream Guards.
The claims proved irresistible to Sidney
Ball, a former detective inspector who
solved more than 150 murders for Scotland Yard before retiring to New Zealand.
He was asked to check the claim by the
television company making a series about
Mr Woodgate’s war with his neighbours.
But on arriving in Marton – population
6,000 – he immediately dispelled the
rumour.
“I can’t say more until I’ve completed my
investigation,” said Mr Ball. Mr Woodgate said: “He told me that I was not
Lord Lucan. I said, ‘I know that’.”
Two television news crews and three
reporters from daily newspapers also visited the hamlet yesterday, but all would
be disappointed, Mr Woodgate said.
At 62, he is ten years younger than Lucan
would be now. Although he came to New
Zealand in June 1974, the murder was in
November that year. “Oh, and I’m also
five inches shorter,” he added.
Richard John Bingham, the 7th Earl of
Lucan, went missing on the night of
November 7, 1974. Sandra Rivett, the
nanny, was found battered to death in the
family home in Belgravia, London.

The Rover-Lander • Summer 2007 Page 25

Bill Donaldson
Unit 111 – 1305 Welch St.
North Vancouver, B.C.
V7P 1B3
Cell:
Tel:
Fax:

604-813-7673
604-985-7673
604-985-7678

• Donaldson Ropes and our staff have more than 40 years experience in the Marine Industry. Our sales staff is constantly upgrading
their techniques to bring you the latest in technology, performance
specifications and standards. We are located in beautiful North Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada and are family owned and operated.
• We are the authorized dealer for Manila Cordage, Samson Ropes, Canacord, PolyTwine, Polysteel Atlantic and Bridgeline. Our rope products range
from natural manila to synthetic nylons, polypropylene, polysteel &
polyester in braided, double braided and twisted styles.
• Service and satisfaction is first and foremost at Donaldson Ropes.
• We are proud of our commitment to our customer, our
product knowledge and overall friendliness!
• Specal rate for Rover-Landers members!
We look forward to working with you.

www.donaldsonropes.com
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Editor’s Message
Hello everyone and here we are once
again. Another year over half over and
another newsletter put to bed. This one has
been a real struggle to get into your hands.
First off the power supply for my computer
suffered an irreversible meltdown in late
June resulting a new one brought in to do
my 'paying' work. Unfortunately with this
came upgrades to the programs I use. I was
forced into changing to a new program that
I use to produce such items as a newsletter.
That being said it is not the same as the old
one I used that I could do with my eyes
closed. This new one although similar in
some ways has been a challenge as many
things were different. I have been fumbling
my way along with this issue to get it done
hoping that the December one will go
smoother for me. So I apologize for any
errors or clumsiness this newsletter may
have. Also I simply did not have the time
for the color feature center spread we talked about. The December issue for sure.
To further compound things as most of
you now know, I lost my best friend Willow on June 30th. My girl lost her battle
with cancer and we laid our special friend
to rest. It was a heart-breaking decision
to make and I felt like an executioner for
weeks after, but it was the humane thing to
do for her. She was very sick in the last few
days of her life and was dying.
July was then a blur to me and I felt like
doing nothing as I was miserable. Willow
had been my true and trusted companion
for the last 12 and a half years, living without her by my side was painful.
David, Oliver and I lasted a heartbroken week and then set off looking for a
pup. I had wanted another husky but knew
in my heart that is was probably not the
best choice right now. In Summerland my
farrier's dog Sara had pups on May 5th and
Dave, Willow, Oliver & I had seen them
on our way to meet Shawn on the June
Lodestone trip.

Willow (Blair)
Siberian Husky / Alaskan Malamute
October 9th, 1994 – June 30th, 2007
She was known to her friends as the 'pet me' dog,
but not only was Willow beautiful, she was the most
happy, content and caring creature I have ever known
and living without her is one of the hardest tasks I
have ever had to do. In April she was awarded the
official title of a St. John Ambulance Therapy Dog.
We did 7 sessions together at PV Manor and she
brought smiles to many sad and lonely souls.
She has left us now, but she will never be forgotten.

Long story short we drove down to
Summerland the Saturday after Willow
was laid to rest and came home with a 9
week old all black Border Collie/Lab male
pup that we named Jaime. Why Jaime you
ask? Well, I wanted something to tie back
to Willow, and William or Willy just did
not work for us. Willow was born in Fort
St. James so I came up with Jaime and it
fits him and works.
Jaime is so very dear and completed his
first Rover Run at 10 weeks old on the Jim
McEachern Memorial Run in July with us.
Jaime met new friends, especially London
Deane and was the hit of the weekend.
Jaime also met Charlie that trip and sad
to say that was his first and last time with
the big guy as Charlie passed away very
suddenly on Aug. 11 with Shawn. See
our canine obits down below. Dave, Bill
& I met Shawn's new little guy 'Odoul'
on Sept. 1st doing yet another Whipsaw
Run. So start looking for Odoul wherever
Shawn and his green 109 are.
I have decided to feature in a corner of
each future newsletter a new spot called
'Rovering Rovers'. So if you have a great
shot of your dog in or around your Land
Rover, please e-mail it to me and I will
feature one Rovering Rover per issue.
Bernie, I really want a shot of Sheba in
her 'doggles'. You guys have to see this,
it's hilarious!
Enough said it is time to move on to real
Land Rover news. Thanks to the members
who did help out in contributing items for
this newsletter. I had to really crack the
ole whip a few times to get stuff in. Hmmmmm??? Another reason this newsletter is
late in getting out. I love doing the newsletters, but this one was a real grunt to put
together and get done. Sorry.
The National Rally in Colorado, what
can I say – it was totally awesome and
David & I had a super time and met some
fabulous new friends and we can't wait

Farewell to 2 great Rover Pups

until next year's Rally. Special thanks to
the Solihull Society for their fabulous
effort and all the hard work involved in
hosting this huge event. As well thanks to
Larry Grubbs, Peter Hope, Mike & Jennie
Burris, Barry & Bev, Jim & Vangie, Darryl
and his wife, Rob & Joe, Chris & Heather,
Las Vegas Mike, Barbie & Ken, RoverPups: Sammy, Max & Blue, Mark for spotting us over the worst spot on Black Bear
and everyone else we met over the 3 1/2
days of Rally fun.
Here is hoping that the BFG Run
through Whipsaw on Sept. 15th goes off
without any glitches. Judging from the list
in to date of drivers we will have a good
turnout with some new members coming
out too. That is just great!
Also here is hoping that this year's
Northwest Challenge is successful this
year as it is the Rover-Landers turn to host
the event. All I know is that organizing the
BFG & NorthWest Challenge event these
last few weeks has been a lot of work for
Dave, Shawn and myself. My horses only
see me or the caretaker at feeding times
these days. It has been a year since I rode
Joey! And now I fear poor David is headed
down the burn-out road with all that has
landed on his shoulders this year.
By the way the Rover-Landers membership for 2007 sits at 78 to date, I think that
just may be a record for this club.
So till December I am signing off here,
Happy Rovering and please send in Rover
articles into me well before deadlines. I
have set the deadline for the December
newsletter at November 15th in hopes that
items come in on time.

always, Pamela & the Rover Pups

PS – To note here, former Rover-Lander member Dave Tebbutt and his wife Ruth had to lay
their Rover Dog 'Taffy' to rest this spring. Our
Willow's very first Rover Run was with Taffy &
Co. many years ago.

Charlie (Doherty)
Black Labrador
January 11th 1996 – August 11th 2007
Charlie passed away suddenly from us,
he was great Rover dog and a great companion
to us. He is sorely missed by us,
Teresa and Shawn.
Rest in peace dear boy.
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Rock Island Rovers Imports
Spanning the seas to bring Land Rovers to you
• Land Rovers are our business and we
specialize in importing Land rovers into
B.C., Canada. The best 4x4 ever made,
Land Rover Defender & the Land Rover
90” & 110” are our main thrust. We have,
and can import or locate Series III Land
Rovers for Canadian & US customers.
• Rock Island Rovers purchases its Land
Rovers direct from one source in the UK
which gives us the quality control we need
to ensure the best value for money whilst
meeting our own company standards.
• All of the Land Rovers that we import are on the original frame and bulkhead. We
look for the best available whilst trying to meet our customer budgets. Land Rovers
need to be 15 years old to be eligible for importation there for years of availability
range from 1984 through to 1989 at the current time. We are a commercial auto
importer and work with Brokers to ensure correct clearance with Customs. All our
Land Rovers are sold with Canadian registration papers and a B.C. inspection.
• Rock Island Rovers Imports started in 1999. We are located on Thetis Island,
B.C. Having grown up in the UK, where the site of a Land Rover is roughly 1
every 3 minutes, we were shocked to only find only Series Rovers, Range Rovers, Discoverys and NAS spec Defenders.
• I am in the UK on a yearly basis keeping current with the people I who supply us
in order to maintain quality. The amount of times I have seen & heard of imported
Land Rovers on rusty frames with poorly fixed outriggers and crossmember, rusty
bulkheads and suspect registration made me realize that there is a need for good
quality used Land Rovers.

• There are many good Land Rovers out
there but not one of the civilian Land Rovers I have seen can compare with an exmilitary unit when you look at the chassis
or drive train. The MOD have a very large
service budget, therefore their Land Rovers are maintained & serviced more often
than a civilian Land Rover. Many of our
90’s and 110’s have had axles replaced,
new brakes, replacement gearboxes and
engines. Sometimes there are ex-civilian
Land Rovers in very good repair available
but they are rare. Therefore locating our
Land Rovers from the MOD or utility companies who also service their fleets to high standards is our way of getting the
best. We only buy the Land Rovers which are still on the original frame and
bulkhead.
• The ex MOD Land Rovers are very basic. They have the 2.5 L diesel engine in
and have no power steering. Being basic is not bad, as it is a starting point to get
into the world of Land Rovers at an affordable price. Then you can upgrade the
interior and exterior as you wish, or we can do it all in our shop for you.
• We are unbiased and offer advice freely to any prospective customer. If we do not
think the Land Rover can meet your needs or is clearly not the vehicle for you we
will not pressure you.
• Remember... we wouldn’t bother importing them if they were not the correct age
for importation, did not have the correct registration, or be in serviceable condition. Our company is built on good quality Land Rovers.

We supply only the best!

Dixon Strachan ~ info@90s110.hypermart.net
Phone/Fax 250-246-2898 ~ Cell: 250-701-5310
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Genuine Parts &
Trusted Service
for your
Land Rover

10% off

Parts & Service
for Rover-Landers
members

Proud supporters of the Rover-Landers of BC!

When the road ends
and the fun begins
you’ll be glad you
chose genuine
parts for your
Land Rover
Direct Parts Line
(604) 214-3305

Land Rover of Richmond
Come see the new
LR2, debuting right
now! Experience for
yourself the signature
Land Rover power,
capability and style
with a whole new level
of versatility and agility. From its intelligent
all-wheel drive to its
spacious interior with
stadium-style seating, LR2 can take you
virtually anywhere with
stunning confidence.

Land Rover of Richmond
5660 Parkwood Way
Richmond, BC
604-273-6068 Phone
604-207-1682 Fax

www.landroverofrichmond.com

