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• The Rover-Landers of BC are committed to the preservation, restoration and driving enjoyment of Land Rover vehicles; and the preservation of the outback environment throughout BC. Events are targeted
towards all members of the family.

From the President
Another busy year is nearly behind us.
Successes this year include the Whipsaw
Trail Clean-up Runs, Mackenzie Trail Trek,
and the recent RTV Trials, held in south
Aldergrove – not to mention numerous other
one day and overnight trips.
On the flip side, road events, such as the
‘Rover all Over Rally’, are not attracting
many of you. A number of club members
indicated their interest in road events, as
opposed to off-road events, yet there are few
that actually want to attend. We are beginning
to plan next year’s calendar, so if you have
ideas on events, please let me know.
Our continued participation in the
4WDABC will be voted on at our AGM,
held in conjunction with Founder’s Day,
January 21st, 2006. As well you have an
opportunity to vote in a new Executive at
the AGM. The postion of Vice President
will be vacant as Andrew has other commitments, but all positions are open to any
nominations. Please contact me with your
nominations.
The Rover-Landers have ended up in a
new position of being “Stakeholders” for
the Alexander Mackenzie Heritage Trail as
well as the Whipsaw Trail. In terms of what
this means, I believe it is a step forward of
us being recognized as a recreational group

with legitimate concerns for trail use and
future land use considerations. I attended a
meeting of the Vanderhoof Land & Resource
Management Plan in late November as a
representative of the club – see my rambling
details on page 22 of this issue. It was enlightening to see all the different opinions and
agendas presented for land use. I believe that
more than ever its important to have our
voice heard on issues of road closure and
recreational off-roading.
At the recent meeting of the 4WDABC
the opinion of the Executive was that there
were few issues in this area anymore and
therefore the post remains open within the
4WDABC. We as individual clubs must
continue to represent these issues in order to
keep our back roads accessible. Thanks as
well, to the members of the North Cariboo
Offroad Adventure Society for keeping us
on the radar in the north. We have set some
good examples with our cleanup of the
Whipsaw corridor. We were happy to see
that the Ministry of Forests rebuilt the
Lodestone Lake recreation site structures
after our cleanups. Obviously some progress is being made. Note as well, that it is
now the Motsa Ministry, (Ministry of Tourism, Sport & the Arts), that looks after recreational sites, so no doubt there will be
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Supporters
• Special thanks goes to our advertisers who
make the publication of this newsletter possible.
Please show your support by visiting these companies.
• The Rover-Landers of BC has a very active
Internet home page.
• Visit our site at http://www.roverlanders.bc.ca.
• Thanks to Openroad Communications and BC
Newspaper Group for providing web hosting
services for us.

On the cover

• W hipsaw Fall clean-up/check-up Run.
In front John Parsons & Karl Nyland, followed by Kris Maksymuik & Natalie
Diespecker and Brad Reid in his Toyota Land
Cruiser.
Photo: P. Blair

some relationship changes with the government contacts. Thanks again to Paul, Shawn,
Andy, Kris, Bill and all the others who have
picked up the trash, the post pounder or the
shovel on the Whipsaw Trail and left a great
example for others.
The old saying, “the more people I meet,
the more I like my dog” is not true when it
comes to dealing with you folks as club members and Rover enthusiasts. However, in any
group, there are always one or two that bring
that saying to life. Recently I had to play referee on the web forum, resulting in two users
getting one week suspensions of use, and two
users being banned permanently. I want to
point out that we, as your club Executive, will
not tolerate insults of others or posting that
intentionally inflames any users. The forum is
a useful tool for our members and non-members alike, but if you cannot post in a respectful fashion, you will be blocked immediately
and your post removed at the discretion of the
Executive. I hate to even have to say anything
about this, as it affects so few people, so
enough said – respect your fellow Land
Rover enthusiasts or go elsewhere.
Have a Merry Christmas & Happy New
Year everyone, and we’ll see you at Founder’s Day!

Dave
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
October Meeting Minutes
October 20th, 2005
The meeting started at 7:30 p.m.
The following members were in attendance:
Dave Blair: President, Andrew Phillips:
Vice President, Rick Mellenger: Secretary,
Stuart Longair: Treasurer, John Parsons,
Phil Armstrong, Andy Deane, Bill Eastwood, Don MacDonald, Shawn Doherty,
Kris Maksymiuk, Gary Spicer.
Guests: Pamela Blair, Dave Tebbutt, Debbie
Waters, Craig Miller, Mark Maksymuik.
Items of Business:
The Vice President started the meeting by
asking for highlights of recent runs.
1.) The discussion followed with comments of
the Okanagan Run hosted by Jim Skelton.
There were 10 trucks present. A truck from
Alberta driven by Ryan came along as well.
There is a video available from Jim, see the
Forum for details of purchase.
2.) The 2nd event discussed was the Northwest Challenge, which took place in Washington State.
There were 3 teams from our club campaigning this year. John Parsons & Karl Nylund,
Don MacDonald & Jeff London, Dave Blair
& Shawn Doherty. There is a good selection
of pics on the website to look at.
3.) Your Secretary had the opportunity to take
part in a run on the Island with a group of 5
trucks which traveled in the Copper Canyon

area near Chemainus. It was very foggy and
a little cold rain, but it didn’t stop a great
time. We all used Frs. radios to keep in
touch, and had the great honor to have lunch
in Victor’s Dormobile. 7 people in it, but we
had a good time. Thanks Victor and Greg.
4.) The 4WDABC REGION 2 hosted a
show and shine at KMS Tools in Burnaby.
There were over 70 trucks registered, more
came. Hundreds looked on and a great
time was had by all. Some excellent trucks,
and thanks to Andrea and her large group
of volunteers it was a very cool event. The
owners of KMS Tools asked us, “THE
4WDABC” back next year.
5.) The next event discussed was the upcoming WHIPSAW CLEANUP RUN. This Sat and
Sunday. This will be the last run for 05 as part
of our club’s stewardship of this great trail.
6.) The next club activity planned is a fall
RTV TRIALS. The area selected is a new area
for us to use in south Aldergrove, watch the
forum for dates and final location. This is an
event that will have an entrance cost attached.
But will lend itself to great audience viewing
as well as challenging participation.
7.) The other business that was dealt with
was a motion put forward by a member for
our club to have on the genda of the AGM,
'that we as a Club vote on the Club’s participation in the 4WDABC by vote of
majority at every agm in future.'
8.) Our President Dave reminded the mem-

bers present that he would like to see members interested in running for election in our
club email him with their intention so we can
prepare for the AGM for next year as it is
coming up soon.
9.) The December meeting will be our
club’s Christmas Party; it will be at our
usual meeting place. The date will be Dec.
15th, 2005.
10.) There was some discussion regarding
an amateur radio course. The dates for this
will Saturday mornings in Feb. 2006 In
Vancouver. Kris has just recently qualified
for his license. And has agreed to give the
club a hand in getting members qualified
to use the much more powerful radios. The
radio we would be able to use is a VHF
radio. This would replace our short range
and poor receptive CB radios.
There being no more business we departed
at 9:00 p.m. to visit in the parking lot.
The secretary would like to take this
opportunity to thank all the members who
took part in our summer runs around the
lower mainland. Hope we enjoyed the
locations. I would also like to thank all
who come out to the meetings, great to see
the attendance building.
Rick Mellenger
Secretary for the Rover-Landers of BC.

November Meeting Minutes
November 17th, 2005
The meeting started at 7:30 p.m.
The following members were in attendance:
Dave Blair: President, Andrew Phillips: Vice
President, Rick Mellenger: Secretary, Stuart
Longair: Treasurer, John Parsons, Phil Armstrong, Andy Deane, Bill Eastwood, Don MacDonald, Pamela Blair, Shawn Doherty, Kris
Maksymiuk, Ray Wood, David Vervaet, Jerry
Hurlburt, Gerry Bolduc, Stuart Scantlebury.
Guests: Pamela Blair, Debbie Waters, Joe
Koevan.

Items of Business:
1.) The President started with a request for
volunteers for the upcoming RTV Trials Day.
The need for volunteers for the set up on
Saturday was made as well, to meet at the
site at 11:00 a..m.
At meeting time there were 28 trucks registered for the Trials.
2.) The guest for the evening was Ray
Wood, along with a friend. They brought a
slide show of Ray’s recent trips to Australia. This was enjoyed by all present.
3.) Dave gave an update on the upcoming

land use meeting in Vanderhoof, for the
area and trails around The Alexander
MacKenzie Trail.
4.) The next meeting is our clubs Christmas dinner meeting, so bring out the partners and come and enjoy the evening.
The meeting closed at 9:00 p.m.
Watch the club web page for info on the
next AGM in January.
Rick Mellenger
Secretary for the Rover-Landers of BC.
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Norrish Creek Run - July 16th, 2005

This trip should have been named
‘Disco Fever’, as 3 out of the 5 trucks
attending were, you got it... Discos.
(Cooper, Blair & Barron). The other 2
trucks being (sorry) non Land Rovers.
Our 2 other guests were along in their
Toyota 4Runners.
The one day Sunday outing hosted
by Paul Cooper saw us heading up the
Norrish Creek FSR, up the power-line
and to the view point at the top.
Joining us on this day was Steve &
Glenna Barron from Anmore – great to
see them out doing treks again.

Paul, Gail & Lexy heading up the power-line.

Disco Fever

Next 2 shots: Steve & Glenna up & over the rock/log cut. Below: Disco Fever & friends up in the clouds.

Rover-Landers Stuff
Outback Hats, Ball Caps, Aviator Caps, Denim Shirts,
Tan T-shirts, Navy T-shirts, Hoodies, Fleece Vests

view online at www.roverlanders.bc.ca
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West Harrison Exploratory Run - July 16th, 2005

by Bill Eastwood
These shots were taken by Bill on an
exploratory run up the west side of
Harrison Lake to determine the actual
status of the washed out bridge near
Doctor's Point.
As you will see the bridge has been
bypassed as of our run on the third
weekend of July 2005. Trailers and
long wheelbase vehicles would have a
difficult time in the creek bottom and
recent rainfall could play a significant
role in the passability of the bypass.
• Top Left: First growth log blocking washed out
bridge.
• Top Right: Pathfinder crawls through creek bed
after Bernie Buttner’s Defender 110.
• Bottom Right: Bill’s Defender 90 waits for the
others before crossing the creek.
• Bottom Left: Exiting the creek bed.

ROVERWORKS
Restorations
Service & Repair
New & Used Parts

Call us today:

(250) 458-2447
or visit our website:

www.roverworks.com

of BC

Rover Works B.C. Ltd Director, Alan Simpson, is
a Licensed Interprovincial Mechanic. Laws in B.C.
require work for profit on another person's vehicle
requires such qualification. Shop Liability Insurance (protecting your vehicle) can only be purchased with proof of it. Rover Works has full coverage with a garage policy, complete with repairperson plate for vehicle transport. Rover Works
B.C. Ltd also offers support to the hobbyist working on their own vehicle. We enjoy assisting our
proven customers with accurate, and knowledgeable assistance over the phone.

We also restore
other classic vehicles
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Whipsaw Trail Summer Clean-up Run - July 23-24th, 2005
by Shawn Doherty
A stalwart contingent of the RoverLanders makes good on our commitment to send another clean-up repair
crew to Lodestone and other points on
the Whipsaw Trail.
Apart from litter patrol and sign
erection duties there was still time for
enthusiastic damage of vehicles.
Thanks to Derek, Andy, Shawn, Paul
Deane points out that there’s more
and Kris for the photos. Bill & Shawn Bailey
garbage over there guys.
provided the following write-up of Mark on a tow strap behind Kris.
the Whipsaw Run July 23, 2005.
In typical fashion they had Mark’s
truck up and running again with the PTO
“Don’t follow me you won’t make it!” off and a plywood cover in its place
bolted to the side of the transmission.
Meanwhile the broken table at the camp
was repaired with a new log and the out
house was swept out, holes patched and
a new privacy lock installed.
At this time Wes and Graham and his
two girls arrived. Then we heard “Hello…
Derek gave us Land Rover stickers hello... hello, it’s Robin”, so off went Wes
saying this on Saturday morning before and Paul to find Robin, Joe and Dean and
we headed up to Lodestone Lake, it when they arrived we had our meeting, then
gave us a good laugh. There were four off we went to place signs.
of us at the Granite Creek campsite on
Everything went fine for our first
Friday night, Paul had arrived first and few signs until Mark pulled a Dave
Derek, Andy, Bailey and I arrived later Blair and creamed himself on the nose
at around 9:30. Kris, Natalie and Mark with the post pounder. Fortunately there
arrived a few hours later and camped was a doctor in the house and Steve
patched Mark up in no time.
The bugs were quite bad the whole
time. Off we went again placing a few
more signs then down the hill to Wells
Lake where a big old Ford truck was
broken down to the side with no one
around. We made it to Wells Lake
Shawn & Derek put up signs from the Ministry of Forests.

somewhere close by.
We headed up to Lodestone Lake Saturday morning at around 11:00 a.m. after
Steve and Glenna arrived at the Granite
Creek site. We met no coal trucks on the
way up and I could hear a lot of chatter
over the CB from Mark and Kris. I could
not imagine what they were up to until
they pulled into Lodestone Lake with

There goes Mark!

without further mishap; Paul did a
great job making a very competent
driver out of Robin.
At Wells Lake we met the hiking
grandmothers of Tulameen. A group of
ladies on a walking tour of what we were
driving, only they were moving faster.
It was a nice social evening around
the fire. The next morning Wes and
Graham and the girls left first while we
continued to pack our gear. Kris had
brought his sanky trailer and it was
filled with all the garbage around the
site. At around 11:00 we left again

heading up and out to the Whipsaw
exit. Everyone made it up without too
much trouble and we started posting
more signs. Mark’s front steering went
crazy on a steep down hill with each
wheel facing outward and he fixed it on
the slope in about 15 minutes. On we
went again then I heard Kris had flipped
the trailer but that was flipped back
right away.
The flowers were quite spectacular
along with the scenery something you
only see in the high country like this.
Unfortunately there are many damaged
meadows that have been driven through
thoughtlessly, so we have our work cut
out for us. In all we posted 12 signs with
room for more, possibly next time.
We had a stop for lunch at a cabin
and a stop for pictures where Derek and
I got too far away to attend (sorry).
Mark’s truck finally gave up with about
10 km to go so Kris towed him out and
he got a tow home.
I had a great time with everyone; it
was nice to meet Robin, Joe & Dean. I
hope we can get back there soon.
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Hale Creek (shakedown) Run - August 6-7th, 2005
by Bill Eastwood
Three trucks started out Saturday morning for what was going to be a run up to
the hotsprings north of Harrison Lake and
a pre-Mac Trail ‘shakedown run’ for 2 of
the trucks. A nice lunch stop on the beach
at Hale Creek followed by a couple of
mishaps led us to cancel the trip. The pictures say it all. All things considered we
decided to limp Dave’s fried clutch and
my less than straight tie-rod home for
repairs. Andy decided to just pitch tent and
stay overnight on the beach.

Top: OUCH!!... Bill gets stuck between a rock a hard
place. Below: Dave made that steep section look
easy... but can you smell burning clutch??

Top: Out comes the highlift jack... just another
inch Dave. Below: Two Rovers - one clutch - one
bent tie-rod = someone’s getting towed out.

Blow Down Pass Run, Pemberton - August 13-14th, 2005

by Andy Deane

Three trucks met at the Creekside
Husky station early Saturday morning
aiming to see how far down the Blow
Down Pass trail we could get.
It was a nice sunny morning as we
sped past Duffey Lake & took a hard
right onto the Blow Down Creek FSR.
The road was easy & wide for the first Snaking up the trail towards Blow Down
Lake.
few kms then turning to thin & rocky.
get right down to Blow Down Lake.
We took a small detour to see if we could
The road was gradually getting thinner, rougher & rocky until it wasn’t a
road at all... just a rough goat trail. We
stopped to discuss if it was wise to go
any further, as we peered down the
steep embankment, the decision was to
turn around and get back to the main
trail. We did have a few nervous
moments trying to turn around on the
rocky 6 foot wide track, with the thought
of rolling down the cliff always in the
back of our minds.
Back on the High Road past the lake.

Back on the main trail we were
climbing steeply to the peak of a huge
granite lookout, once at the top we
were awarded with a excellent view of
the surrounding mountains and all the
way down the Stein Valley. We could
see the trail running for miles through
the Heritage Park, but unfortunately the
road is blocked with rocks and a sign
stating Provincial Park boundary, no
motorized vehicles beyond this point.
We decided to have lunch & take in
the amazing vista around us. We decided
that we had time on the way home to take
a side trip out to Showh Lakes, so after
lunch we convoyed back to the Duffey
Lake Road and headed for Pemberton.
While we were coming down the
notorious steep Mount Currie Road, we
could see smoke coming from Steve’s
Discovery’s brakes! In fact the smell of
burning brake pads seemed to be in
the

parked up for 20 mins to let the brakes
cool. When they had cooled, everything
seemed to be working normally again
so we carried on towards Whistler.
The Showh Lake turn off is at the
Soo River, which is a strange milky
green colour. We followed a nice twisty
loop which eventually led us to the
Checking out maps & directions.

air all the way down the hill.
Suddenly Steve announces on the
CB that he has no brakes at all! Luckily by this time we are almost at the
bottom & he is able to coast along at
slow speeds, trying to cool the brakes
& what we suspected had happened Steve digging in the Disco on the Showh Lake
was the brake fluid had boiled and lost loop.
its ability to function as brake fluid.
We were finally able to pull over and ‘ancient cedar forest’.
We decided to stretch our legs and
hike the 20 minute walk to the start of
the ancient cedar trees.
After a few photos & a quick look
around and back to the Land Rovers we
went. The next stop was the peaceful
Showh Lake, then due to it getting late
we headed back to Highway 99.
A brief meeting at Creekside, we all
agreed it was a great day of exploring
and we all felt a little better for missing
out on the MacKenzie Trail trip!
On top of the world! Nice spot for lunch.
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Beautiful view of Blow Down Lake.

Young Bailey Deane poses at the trail head
to the ancient cedar trail.

Attempting to turn, around puts Andy’s RR
at a awkward angle.
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Alexander Mackenzie Heritage Trail - August 14-20th, 2005

By now fellow Rover-Landers, friends and family have
heard all about the 2005 Mackenzie Trail Trip – the route,
the repairs, the mud, the winching, the tugging, the bugs,
the dead trees and the great people we met along the way
on our Chilcotin adventure.
Undertaking this expedition that left Quesnel on August
14th and headed west to the Blackwater Road were the
following: (5 drivers being on the 2002 Mackenzie Trail trip).
• Phil Armstrong & Debbie Waters – D90
• Dave Tebbutt, Peter Tebbutt & Sara Washtock – Range
Rover
• Mark Maksymuik – D110
• Kris Maksymuik & Natalie Diespecker – D90
• Dave, Pamela & Oliver Blair – Series IIA 88
• Stuart Longair & Linda Hidber – Series IIA 109
• Bill Eastwood – D90
• Bernie, April & Sheba Buttner – D110

We had a great adventure, not unlike some TV reality
show but without the prizes, money, fighting and hormones.
Some of us hope to return in 2007. Time will tell here.
Many thanks to all the folks we met along the way:
Manny, Carrie & Zack (Mackenzie Trail Lodge), Art & Patty
Pye & their kids, Mr. & Mrs. Walt Lampert, Robbie &
Linda Phillips and of course many thanks have to go to...
Alexander Mackenzie for mapping this route out in 1793
and to the First Nations who have used the Nuxalk-Carrier Grease Trail for the past 6,000 years.
Big thanks go to the following for: Kris’ hot shower,
Mark’s skills at fixing anything!!, Natalie’s banana bread,
April’s cookies & Mac ‘Trial’ towels (so prophetic), Pete’s
barefoot abilities, Mark’s welding skills, Dave T’s little ‘saw
in a can’, Kris & Marks’s chainsaws, Dave B’s beauty salon,
and... to all of us for passing ‘bridge building 101’!
The following photos are just a snapshot of the couple
thousand pictures that were taken by the group along the
way. A more complete view can be seen on the RoverLanders website in the 2005 Mackenzie Trail album.
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Fraser Valley All British Field Meet - September 11th, 2005

Six Land-Rovers came out for fun in the sun at the Fraser
Valley All British Field Meet & Picnic on Sept. 11th. A great
showing and cross section of Rovers was seen from Phil
Armstrong & Debbie Waters (D90 & Disco), Pamela Blair
with Willow & Oliver (Series IIA 88), Doug & Chris Holbrow
(Series I & Range Rover), as well as Rick & Bev Mellenger
(Series IIA 109). Sadly once again the Land Rover did not
pick-up any top awards, those all went to those fancy British
ones like the Jags, MG’s, Healeys, and yes... even the Mini.

British vehicles only please!

Phil & Debbie relaxing by their Rovers.

Rover Row

Willow & Oliver wonder where their dad is.
Mr. President was off in Chicago on this day.
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Tribute to Jim McEachern - September 2005

Soon after, Phil
Armstrong and I
James Douglas McEachern
were seconded into
Born August 27th, 1950
finding a truck for
left us on
him! We eventually
September 12th, 2005
found a neat little
~ gone now,
white 88” in Chillibut never forgotten ~
wack. Once the
• • •
truck was up and
A Memorial Service was
ready Jim drove it
held for Big Jim on
everywhere and his
September 17th, 2005
sons Jeremy and
at the Langley
Trevor would often
Secondary School, B.C.
come out with him
on the runs.
Jim beside his Ex MOD 110 on the 2002 Mackenzie Trail trip.
We have many
by Dave Tebbutt
are with Jim's wife Debbie and his three
fond memories of
Jim coming to terms with the intrica- sons Jeremy, Kevin and Trevor.
We lost a great friend and good com- cies of off-roading, somepanion on September 12th, 2005.
times sweating profusely.
James McEachern passed away at
After a few years he had
home, with his family around him, after to have a 110 with a diesel
a prolonged fight with cancer.
and after a bunch of false
Jim had had several operations and starts he got hold of Dixon
radiation to try and stem the disease. and arranged for delivery of
Throughout that time he never lost his his Ex MOD truck, just in
sense of humour and had a smile for all time for the first Mackenzie
those that visited him. His attitude Trail trip in 2002!
amazed and impressed everyone.
I’m sure there are lots of
The Rover-Landers will remember people who remember Jim
Jim for his participation in our runs from runs all over B.C. and
over many years.
into Washington, Oregon and
Jim crossing the Blackwater River at Messue – 2002.
Jim got hooked on ‘Rovers’ after Utah.
going out with me on several runs,
I will think of Jim as always ready Editor’s Note:
including doing the first ‘Border to and willing, helping out with all the Although David & I did not know Jim
Border’ to Mexico in 1998.
camp chores and having a bunch of quite as well as some of the other Rovgood yarns to tell. Not to er-Landers & Mountain Rovers, we did
mention the fun that was come to appreciate in the 6 years we
had from “who was did know Jim just what kind of a man
Rose?” on any given day. he really was. We have both been fortuSome of you will under- nate to have had opportunities to
stand the circumstances accompany Jim on a few Rover treks –
surrounding that! Feel David having the great opportunity in
2002 on the first Mackenzie Trail trip.
free to ask me.
I'm hopeful there will Jim will be missed by all that knew him
be a Memorial Run for over the years and hopefully he knows
Jim in the new year with just how much he touched his friends.
Jim’s boys accompany- Big Jim had such a big heart, a gentle
soul and never a cruel word. You will
ing us.
I know that all our always be with us. Rest in peace dear
friend – we miss you.		
PB
Jim in his first Rover being guided by his good buddy Dave Tebbutt. thoughts and best wishes
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4WDABC Fall Convention & Run - September 17-18th, 2005

This year the Rover-Landers hosted
the Fall Convention of the 4WDABC on
Sept. 17th at Coghlan Hall in Aldergrove.
The meeting was followed by a Sunday Run for both Land Rovers and
4WDABC members up to the Norrish
Creek area to do the “Can-Opener”.
A week prior to the 4WDABC Meeting saw a few trucks headed up by
Rover-Lander Bill Eastwood go up the
Norrish Creek FSR to scoop out the
area for the Sunday Run. Included in
this outing was a trip up to Wilson
Lake and topped off with a little rollover action on the Can-Opener.
A great turnout of mixed 4x4
trucks (Land Rovers included)
showed up on Sept. 18th including a
Hummer from HOT. Several trucks
opted out of traversing the tight
squeeze that makes the Can-Opener
famous for what it is.

Herd of Turtles President Gord Salter up
inside the Can-Opener with his Jeep YJ.

The weekend prior to the run saw a little action with a roll-over in the middle of the Can-Opener.

A couple of late arrivals from Vancouver on the run grabbing a quick second to air down. Dave Blair helps
Jason Kennett air down his RHD D90. In front is Gerry’s Hummer from the Herd of Turtles.

Bill grabs a quick shot as Bernie Buttner’s
D110 gets a pull up over the rocks.

Kris Maksymuik’s D90 going over the rocks
where the first bridge once was.

Andy Deane’s Rangy climbing out of the dry riverbed as the 2nd bridge is now gone.

Up above the Can-Opener at the saddle
viewpoint. Quick chats and down off home.
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Greystokes Run - September 23-25th, 2005

Camping out in Jim’s back yard in Coldstream.

Some of Saturday’s group.

This run was once again organized by Jim Skelton out of Vernon. Last year’s
run saw only 2 other trucks besides Jim’s Rover. This year saw 11 Land Rovers
on the overnight trek to the Greystokes Recreation Area high above Kelowna.
One Rover, a ‘totally trekked’ out D110 came from Calgary. Ryan driving all the
way to the Okanagan to do the run claiming not much was happening in Alberta
for group treks. Ryan’s D110 had spent time with him in Africa while he was
working over there – so yes, was ‘totally trekked’ out with fantastic stories.
Great scenery, great fall colors, great trails, great company a bit nippy on the
Saturday night – hovering down at -somethingº and freezing everything up on us.
But as soon as the sun was up in the morning most of us were back in our shorts.
We had a great run over the top and twisted our way back down the valley
			
Thanks from all of us Jim!!
towards Big White.

Top: Camping at the Greystokes Recreation site.
Below: It got a tad cold overnight, even for Oliver!

Steve & Glenna Barron’s ‘new’ shiny 2004 Disco.

Stuart & Linda’s ‘power-puff’ diesel.

Shawn & Charlie head up the hill watched
by some hunters.

What do you think Bailey, will dad be able to
make it out of this one?

And... the road goes where??

Andy guides Steve & Glenna down the really
steep bit.

Kris says, “I meant to do that”.

Great views as we wound our way down.

All about to go their separate ways. Thanks Jim!!
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17th Annual Northwest Challenge - October 7-9th, 2005
Northwest Challenge
October 7-9, 2005
Tripod Flats, Manastash Ridge
Washington, USA
by Carl Bielstein
The PCRC hosted Northwest Challenge took place west of Ellensburg,
Washington on the Manastash Ridge of
Mt. Rainier. Only eight vehicles participated as contestants. It was almost
an all V-8 powered affair this year. The
only non-V-8 contestant was Dave Blair
from B.C. with his 1966 Series 2A 88”
2.25, and our Masters of Ceremonies
Matt & Lan Mills and families.
Some Northwest Challenge History
The Northwest Challenge is an
opportunity for Land Rover owners to
do some heavy off-roading with a competitive edge. This event offers the offroading enthusiast driving and navigational challenges best not attempted by
the faint of heart. You may be asked to

Team MacDonald-London

cross a river three feet deep, winch up
an impossible-to-drive vertical rock
face, navigate hundreds of miles of
roads with only minimal instructions or
perform a special task, sometimes technical and sometimes physical.
Even though we try and make it as
challenging as possible and sometimes
impossible, we still want everyone to
have fun. Usually everyone receives a
token or award for participating!
In 1989 the first Northwest Challenge was held in Oregon, organized by
Doug Shipman. The group of Land
Rovers braved the wet weather and
headed out into old snow conditions,
which made for slow progress. Although
there were no prizes for this wet run the
Northwest Challenge has evolved over
the last 17 years and has even been
featured in LRO and LRM International Land Rover Magazines.
The original organizers Gord’n, Aart
and Doug thought it would be best to
share the load of putting on this event

Team Blair-Doherty

every year and thus the Northwest
Challenge alternates host locations
between Oregon, Washington and British Columbia.
Since 1989 members of the Pacific
Coast Rover Club and Rover-Landers
of British Columbia have organized
and participated in the Northwest Challenge. Dedicated Land Rover enthusiasts have come from as far as Vermont
and California to participate.
Typically entry is accepted on a per
team basis, although depending on what
the organizer does, you could be
assigned a teammate when you arrive.
A team consists of two Land Rovers
with a minimum of two adult occupants
per vehicle. Land Rovers must be
licensed, insured and in good mechanical condition. A proper roll bar is
required for all open and soft-top vehicles. Equipment carried must be sufficient to see the team to and over all
obstacles encountered, without the
assistance of other participants.

Team Parsons-Nyland
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Final Standings for the 2005 NWC
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
6th
7th

Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team
Team

#2
#4
#6
#7
#5
#1
#3
#9

Carl Beilstein 				
Doug Shipman & Steve Schoenfelder
Chauncy Curl & Lou Tauber		
Dennis Bell & David Tauber		
Bill Herzig & Kirk Wright			
John Parsons & Karl Nylund		
David Blair & Shawn Doherty		
Don MacDonald & Jeff London		

280
270
260
240
220
210
210
130

pts
pts
pts
pts
pts
pts
pts
pts

Breakdown of placement based on the following info:
Peer – Saturday Peer Voting
Blindfold – first task of NWC
Skill 1 – Technical climb up and around boulder at Funny Rocks
Skill 2 – First go-round of timed event at Funny Rocks
Skill 3 – Opposite direction of Skill 2 at Funny Rocks
No separation between teams from the GPS Night Run

NWC 2005
by Don MacDonald
I was planning on leaving Friday at 1
or 2 p.m., but as I was still under the
truck welding up the rocker sliders, (on
my recently acquired 1996 Discovery), at
3 p.m. we were a little behind schedule.
Things got started around 8 p.m. on
Friday at “The Riders Campground”
about 45 mins drive from Ellensburg,
WA. I wouldn’t know for sure because
Jeff, my co-pilot, and I were still heading east on I-90 at about 120 km wondering if someone was going to wait for
us. We finally arrived at 9:30, found
Matt’s Dad who gave us our instructions
and we were glad have made it in time.
Around the corner we found the first
task, a timed blindfold course, where
the driver was blindfolded and the passenger gave the instructions. Oh Boy!!
Having never had the Disco off-road

yet and not being used to the automatic
we totally blew this one. Something
like nine minutes when the rest were
between 6 and 8. Oh well!
Next was the GPS course which had
everyone driving all over in teams of
two looking for little pumpkin buckets
with colored pencil crayons to mark our
cards. One of the pumpkins was missing and had people looking all over for
hours into the night & morning.
After we gave up on the missing
pumpkin we handed in our cards at
about 1 a.m. and got our instructions to
camp. The trail into camp was a bit of a
challenge, no easy gravel road. There
was one spot where the darkness fooled
our group into taking the wrong road
causing us to winch a Disco Series 2 up
a 3 foot ledge before realizing there
was a way around.
Finally we got to camp and most

went straight to bed. I didn’t bring a
tent so I just curled up in the back of the
Disco and I somehow managed to find
a comfortable position to sleep in.
Saturday morning we left camp as a
group for a trail ride. It was a great trail
ride through some great terrain and lots
of squeezing between trees. Just ask
John Parsons about those trees!! We
made it back to camp early for a lovely
meal around a campfire on a cold
night!
Sunday we ventured over to the
“Funny Rocks” where a technical course
and a timed course were set up. Everyone
did extremely well and had a good time.
The results, pictures, and more stories can be found on the Rover-Landers
website. Maybe next year you’ll be up
the challenge.
Thanks again, Matt Mills & crew for
another great NW Challenge!
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Whipsaw Trail Fall check-up Run - October 22-24th, 2005

by Pamela Blair

One could not have asked for better
weather and conditions on this weekend – the third and final trip up the
Whipsaw Trail for 2005.
Once again planned as a ‘clean-up’
trip it really was more of a ‘check-up’
trip to see how many signs the local
crowd had shot at, driven over or taken
down and how much more damage had
been inflicted to the upper meadows.
Five Rovers met at the Granite City
townsite on the morning of Oct. 22nd.
Andy Deane (no Bailey this time) &
two friends, Dave & Pamela Blair with
Willow & Oliver, Shawn Doherty &
Charlie, Greg Pollock & Bob (non
canine) and John Parsons & Karl

A cleaned-up & repaired Lodestone Lake campsite.

Nyland. Kris Maksymuik, Natalie &
bro-in-law Brad Reid catching us all up
at Lodestone Lake.
A quick lunch stop at Lodestone
Lake saw excitement by all as the

campsite was in ‘excellent shape’! Picnic tables had been replaced, signs
were still up and the outhouses re-done
and painted.
Carrying on we did find some signs
pulled up and thrown off to the side.
These were quickly put back in place,
repaired if necessary and we moved

on.
Up in the
main meadow
where
there
always seems to
be the most damage we came
across a thrashed
out,
stripped
The Boys checking out the Subaru – or
down and aban- what’s left of it!
doned small car. would be contacted and the vehicle
The remains of a removed. Guess we will see in the
spring.
Top: Dave & Shawn handling the ‘post-pounder
The rest of the run went fine. The
from hell’. Below: Andy doing more sign repairs.
original plan of camping over at Wells
Lake was abandoned as the campsite was
once-was Subaru.
The group who
had been up on
the July 23-24th
Whipsaw Run
said the car was
not present in the
meadows at that
There is always time for some fun in the puddles. Here
time.
Kris & Natalie plow thru a big puddle. There was no
shortage of water on the Whipsaw this year.
Not much was
left of the Subaru,
but we did find a
license plate and
took that along to inform the Princeton
Police that this vehicle needed to be
accounted for and removed.
After getting back home Dave Blair
contacted the Princeton RCMP and
reporting what we had found and where.
The RCMP were most cooperative and A recently erected BC Parks sign and the boundary.
seemed to be well aware of the ‘local
boys’ and their escapades. They ran a very muddy and messy. We pushed on to
search on the serial number and knew one of the top meadows that sported
exactly who was at fault. They got back almost panoramic views of the area.
The night was not too cold – unlike
to Dave quickly and said the owner
Greystokes where most of us wondered
if we would ever be warm again!
After rising to a fabulous sunrise we
were off, down past the cabin and heading out. We did however, notice some
more signs that had been posted on the
boundary by BC Parks.
Most likely clean-up/check-up trips
will be planned in 2006 and we will
Greg & Bob head along side the meadows. The Subahead back into Whipsaw Country.
ru can be seen in the distance - top left corner.
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“Secret Lake” Run - November 6th, 2005

3 Discos, 1 Range Rover and 1 Series III
truck took a Sunday run up the west side of
Harrison Lake. Just past the Fish Hatchery
they popped off on a right side shoot and
began the steady climb up. Started out fine
but the road got steadily worse with washouts and big rocks. The fellow in the third
Disco works at LR of Richmond, buying
his Disco 2 weeks prior and this was his first
time off-roading! Quite a bit of time was
spent digging and filling in holes for the
lead truck to get thru. Lunch was at “Secret
Lake” up top. Remote and quite pretty.

Top left: John Parsons looks out to check his path.
Top right: Paul Cooper bypasses a rocky bit.
Below left: Shawn Doherty bouncing over the messy culvert.
Below middle: The boys out digging in
the mist to fill in holes for the lead truck.		
Bottom right: “Secret Lake” .
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RTV Trials, Aldergrove - November 20th, 2005

by Dave & Pamela Blair
Wow!! 25 acres of dirt and mud to
play in! A 4x4 driver’s dream come
true.
The 2005 RTV Trials were held on
Nov. 20th at the Operators Training
School, on 8th Avenue, just west of
272nd Street, in South Aldergrove.
OTS uses this site to test heavy equipment and train their drivers, so we were
able to toss the term ‘tread lightly’ into
the wind. They were more than accomadating in helping us out for the day.
OTS had earth built into a large hill
about 100 feet high, with room for 4
different courses to be run simultaneously. We put together courses that we
called the ‘Mountaineer’, ‘Run through
the Jungle’, ‘Tiltover’, and the ‘Black
Hole’. Judging by the names of the 4
courses, the drivers got a chance to
climb, go through some deep cover,
traverse some tricky side slopes and
maybe even get a bit dirty. The whole

place was a mud-pit! We roped the
really bad spots off, however most of
the spectators and volunteers found
they were a tad muddy by the day’s
end.
When we plotted out the courses on the
Saturday prior to the Trials starting we
really wondered just what we had got
ourselves into – and could we get out
again! Having to take one Land Rover
and a Jeep to tug out Shawn’s truck when
it sunk deep in the mud and kept going
down.
However, the weather could not have
been more perfect for the 2 days –
warmish and sunny with the fog starting to roll in about 3:00 on Sunday.
At the end of the day and after a lot
of winching and tugging out of the
‘Blackberry Bog’ prizes were handed
out to the winners with the highest
scores in all 4 courses. There was a tie
for 2nd place and a 4th place prize
given out to our own Bill Eastwood for

placing high with his Defender 90 – we
had to get a Land Rover in the final
standings somehow!
Many thanks to the crew at OTS (I
think we drove their poor guard dog
crazy all day!) and all our many volunteers that gave up their day or weekend
to make this RTV Trials a huge success.
28 trucks registered, 24 trucks started.
Well done everyone & congratulations!
The Rover-Landers are now seriously looking at holding this RTV Trials event twice a year now so look for a
date in March or April and come on out
and get really really muddy.
RTV Trials Crew
Dave Blair – RTV Trails Director
Andrew Phillips – Marshall Group A
Karl Nylund – Marshall Group B
Debbie Waters – Scorekeeper Group A
Dave Tebbutt – Scorekeeper Group B
Peter Tebbutt – Recovery
Phil Armstrong – Recovery
Pamela Blair – Photos
Shawn Doherty – Registration & Spotter
Gerald Bolduc – Registration & Spotter
John Parsons – Gate Spotter
Stuart Scantlebury – Gate Spotter
Stuart Longair – Gate Spotter
Linda Hidber – Gate Spotter
Ryan Egger – Gate Spotter
Greg Schmore – Gate Spotter
Rick Mellenger – Concession
Bethany P. – Concession

First Gerald was stuck and... went over. Then Dave got stuck and... went nearly over, then Shawn sank deep deep down into the mud.
Lots of digging & sweating here. Then it took both Dave & Gerald’s trucks to tug out Shawn’s Rover in the end. We were all glad it was not raining!
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#		
B10		
B2		
B7
A5
A9
A10
A7 		
A2 		
B8
A1		
A6 		
A8 		
B1 		
B6b 		
A3 		
B3 		
A4
A11 		
B12		
A12		
B11		
A13		
B6a		
B4		

DRIVER			
Don MacDonald		
Jason Kennett		
Andy Deane		
Bill Eastwood		
Sharon Roman		
Taylor Roman		
Shirley Vander Veen
Kris Maksymiuk		
Ben Vervaet		
Wes Rempel		
Shawn Van Kleef		
Victor Buholzer		
Vince Hilgerdenaar		
Mark Davison		
Steve Dillen		
Bill Van de Ligt		
Bradley Reid 		
Paul Meneghetti		
Darrell Laurenson		
Donovan Ficych		
Melanie McEachern
Candace Koch		
Derek Jarman		
Dave Samis		

TRUCK			
96 Land Rover Discovery
85 Land Rover 90 (RHD)
90 Range Rover		
87 Defender 90		
92 Range Rover		
64 Land Rover IIA		
98 Land Rover Discovery II
86 Land Rover Defender
79 Land Rover Airportable
95 Jeep YJ		
Jeep Cherokee		
91 Jeep YJ		
03 Jeep TJ (Rubicon)
91 Jeep YJ		
91 Ford Ranger		
88 Ford Bronco II		
86 Toyota Land Cruiser
84 Toyota Pickup		
90 Toyota Pickup		
86 Toyota 4Runner		
85 Toyota Pickup		
91 GMC Tracker		
91 Suzuki Sidekick		
Suzuki
Winners:
1st Place: Vince Hilgerdenaar - Jeep TJ – 39 pts
2nd Place: (tie) Candace Koch - GMC Tracker &
Shawn Van Kleef - Jeep Cherokee – 38 pts each
4th Place: Bill Eastwood - Land Rover D90 – 32 pts

Photos Courtesy of: P. Blair, S. Scantlebury, A. Deane,
K. Maksymuik & N. Diespecker.
• Top: Ben Vervaet & ‘Hermione’ head up the hill. Jason Kennett out of the Black Hole and thru the mud ditch.
• Next: Taylor Roman looks for some tugging help to get out of
the Blackberry Bog. Bill Eastwood backing up thru the blackberries to get a run at Gate 2. Kris Maksymuik tries the same
tactic in the blackberries. Late entry Candace Koch pops over
the hill on her last run. • Line-up of Group B’s.
• Andy Deane does a ‘tippy-tippy’. Paul Meneghetti tests out
the mud after the Trials had ended. Yup - took a bit to get
him out! Don MacDonald’s Disco throws up some mud &
spray at the ditch.
• The winners: 1st - Vince Hilgerdenaar,
2nd (tied) - Candace Koch & Shawn Van Kleef,
4th - Bill Eastwood Highest Scoring Land Rover.

LENGTH
100”
90”
100”
90”
100”
88”
100”
90”
88”
94”
100”
94”
94”
94”
126”
95”
90”
103”
110”
103”
115”
94”
94”
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LRMP Meeting, Vanderhoof - Nov. 25-26th, 2005

by Dave Blair
As the Rover-Landers of BC were
made Stakeholders of the Alexander
Mackenzie Trail in 2005, I felt that it
was important as President of the Rover-Landers of BC I should attend this
meeting in Vanderhoof.
A quote I found in Michael Crichton's recent book, State of Fear, that
sums all this up nicely:
Within any important issue, there are
always aspects no one wishes to discuss.
– George Orwell
In the pursuit of formulating a Land
and Resource Management Plan, there
appear to be many voices, each with
their own agenda, and their own set of
fears and sensitivities.
Kudos to the staff of the various
ministries involved, and especially to
Romona Blackwell & Traci Leys-Schirok, for taking on this virtually insurmountable task.
Our area of interest, to put it in perspective, is the Alexander Mackenzie/
Nuxalk-Carrier Grease Trail corridor,
which runs through not only the Vanderhoof Land Management District,
but also through the Quesnel and
Chilcotin LMDs. Thus, we are only a
minor interest in the district, perhaps
1/16th of the overall picture for the
Vanderhoof project.
The primary item for us that came
out of this meeting was that there is a
joint-district committee being established with stakeholders to discuss
future use of this corridor, and that will
be held in a separate set of meetings.
The balance of the two day meeting
was not a waste, as it did reveal to me
much of how the various interests interact with each other. It appears each

group has its own set of rights, limitations and some sort of a trump card to
be played in the event the group does
not get it’s way.
The two groups are divided reasonably evenly between government based,
and public based.
Romona Blackwell displayed an
excellent example showing a single
hectare of land, and all the different
levels of demand on it, using a MasterCard style ‘Priceless’ comparison. In
the example, the resources under the
surface, mining, oil, gas, were valued
very high; surface resources such as forest similarly valued; various licenses
and tenures for guide outfitting, ranching, grow ops (??), fishing camps, recreational activities, each had their own
value, and as a final point, “Getting out
in the back country where it's quiet and
I can relax” was PRICELESS.
I had never thought of a single piece
of land with so many interests in it.
Even land that is privately owned is
still subject to a number of the factors
above. We then had the Ministry of
Environment, wildlife branch, present
an overview of how they manage the
wildlife in the area. What came out of
this, at least for me, is a quick synopsis
of some of the interest groups, their
desires, and their capability to effect
change or maintenance of current conditions. Keep in mind that this is my
bias coming through, and each of these
groups would also have their own point
of view as well.
I’ve probably named all the ministries wrong, but their names seem to be
changing on a regular basis anyway, so
you'll get the idea.

Ministry of Environment, Wildlife. To
oversimplify, this ministry manages
wild animals and hunting licenses. In
terms of land use, this ministry has the
right to assign hunting rights anywhere
within the boundaries, except for in
designated urban, provincial/federal
parks and on private land. It is not
bound by designated ‘backcountry’ or
protected areas of a land management
plan. It does, however consider these
plans and build policy and license rules
accordingly. One thing to note, is that
this branch is not in the road restriction
business. It has recognized that other
government ministries can trump them
on road usage, so it has found the better
method of regulation for the wildlife
branch is to regulate hunting season
lengths, and quotas. There is a concern
about ‘loop roads’ into and out of the
back country, since it makes it harder
for conservation officers to enforce
when a hunter can get out of the back
country by several routes.
Ministry of Natural Resources, Oil,
Gas. This ministry works mostly with
resources under the surface. Since these
resources often have the highest value
in terms of land use, they most often
end up taking the highest priority for
usage, and trump nearly every other
user type in terms of opening up roads
and access points. They weren’t represented at the meeting, but this appeared
to be the overall feeling, that if Oil and
Gas wanted roads, they’d get roads.
Ministry of Forest and Range. This
ministry also has a very high level of
trumping other interests due to the value
of tree harvesting to the province. There
appears to be more of an interest in the
Ministry of Forests being the secondary
user, not building new access points, but
piggybacking on access points created
by Oil and Gas, where possible.
However, this winter vast amounts
of Beetle Kill harvesting is being done
in the area, thus a huge temporary road
network has to be built to accommodate
the removal of the trees. There appears

to be a general trend, however for the
ministries listed above to consult each
other for road planning rather than to
build parallel roads to the same place.
Ministry of Tourism, Sport and the
Arts. This is the new kid on the block.
the primary interest for us here is that
this Ministry has now taken on management of all Forestry recreation sites
in BC. No doubt we will be having discussions with them regarding Whipsaw.
There was not a great deal of input
from the representative of this ministry
at the meeting, as I think they are still
trying to get a handle on current assets/
responsibilities before looking at new
ventures.
Guide Outfitters, association and individuals. Both the association as well as
a number of individual guide outfitters
were represented. These folks have an
interest in keeping as much land as possible within the region absolutely as
primitive and inaccessible as possible.
This enables them to bring their hunting customers into pristine, roadless
wilderness and sell the experience of
not seeing another human being, or
motorized vehicle for days. As you can
imagine, this is getting harder and
harder for them to do, as forestry and
resource roads open up, which then
opens the roads to recreational users.
Guide Outfitters are generally opposed
to motorized access, since it forces
change to the movement of wildlife
within their areas. While the guide outfitters often have licensed rights to
large areas of the land, it needs to be
remembered that they do not own or
lease the crown land, rather share the
right of use with other parties.
Wilderness Lodges. Some overlap
exists here with Guide Outfitters, but
the primary difference is that the lodges
usually have the use/tenure license of a
much smaller tract of land and either
ownership or long term lease of the
land their encampment is based on.
These lodges sell the wilderness experience same as the guide outfitters, but
usually base it on fishing or other
adventure tourism activities.
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Trappers. Trap line licenses exist, often
overlapping the same land that the outfitters and lodges use. These are usually
fairly remote and often include several
cabins along the trap line. For the obvious reason of maintaining a good supply of wildlife to trap, the trappers are
generally opposed to introduction of
access to their areas. The other reason is
the safety and liability issue of humans
coming in contact with traps. Quite simply, they usually don’t want additional
human traffic into their areas.
Ranchers. These appear to be concerned mainly with grasslands and
areas of cattle grazing. Encroachment
of humans and vehicles into the large
meadows, many which are barely
reclaimed from swamp (and many
going back to being swamp due to high
water tables) is a concern for these
folks. Several of the ranchers also make
part of their living from guiding, and
running lodges, so this packs an additional punch in their opposition to land
access within their regions. However,
many ranchers need to keep the basic
corridors open in order to get supplies,
deliver their goods to market, visit
neighbors, etc., and in doing so, open
the corridors for public use.
First Nations. This group has reserves
in many areas, and as it applies to us, a
couple of reserves right on the Mackenzie Trail corridor. This group would like
to see access closed as it sees public
access as an infringement of their lands,
however, the access corridors reach
much further than the borders of Native
reserves, and they have little control
outside of their reserve borders. this
group uses the primitive roads and trails

regularly to haul diesel fuel into the
reserves. This activity, while essential
to the reserve life, is extremely hard on
the primitive roads and results in a high
degree of road erosion.
Recreational Users. Quads, snowmobiles, hikers, bikers, horse riders, and
4x4’s all fall into this group. Most users
in this group simply see crown land as
their birthright – the access to it, and
recreating on it is their right as British
Columbians. There definitely needs to
be some rules of access (motorized) in
a number of these areas, however, the
prevailing thought is to make access
the same for all, not available for some
and closed to others. Examples of trails
open to Quads, but closed to 4x4’s were
mentioned. This promises to be the
most contentious area of the process.
Mackenzie Trail Use – my thoughts. As
a conclusion, I have a little more perspective now on the issue of Mackenzie
Trail access for motorized vehicles. The
fact that we’ve been able to make two
trips through the corridor of this heritage
trail, and the NCOAS has been able to
do similar has put us on the list of stakeholders, which is not a bad thing.
In the previous Land Management Plan
(1997), motorized access to the trail
corridor was a point of conflict between
the Guides, Ranchers, First Nations on
one side of the issue, and the Federation of Wildlife on the other side of
issue, wanting to maintain motorized
access. The truth of the situation was
that the Guides, Ranchers and First
Nations did have and do use motorized
access for their own purposes. There
were supposed to be permits issued for
these people to access, and others, such
as individuals or groups like ours, could
not get a permit.
However, it is not clear if permits
were ever put into place, what government body looked after issuing the
permits, or who would enforce the permits. As a result, it is my opinion that
our limited use of the corridor over the
past 4 years has been somewhat under
the radar. So long as we didn't say too
much about it, they wouldn’t either. I
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am told there are several in the noaccess camp that are quite happy to see
groups like ours, doing trail maintenance and treading as lightly as possible, but others have also warned verbally that we are not wanted and could
be chased off if we’re not careful. That
seems to me a good reason for staying
involved with the Mackenzie Trail
access committee in the future.
I feel that the corridor should remain
open to motorized vehicles, but would
suggest that portions of it be closed dur-

ing most of the year, opening only during the dry season. Due to beetle kill,
the pine forests are not drawing water
out of the land and low lying areas are
wetter than usual. Thus closure of low
lying areas for the next few years could
also be considered, but not if it is a
mechanism to get final access to the
trail closed. I am in complete disagreement with Quads driving on the walking
portion of the Heritage Trail where it
leaves the main wagon trail – which we
witnessed towards the eastern end of the
trail, and also of any new trails being
blazed, since this is a heritage site.
But without groups like ours keeping the trail open and maintaining it,
there will be no trail left for our children or grandchildren. Some might
want to keep it open only to walkers or
horseback riders, however, my first-

hand experience is that there are very
few recreational walkers or riders using
the trail right now.
In two traverses of the entire length
of the trail I have seen one walker, a
gentleman from Germany walking on
his own, and three horses this year –
some local women from Vanderhoof
riding part of the trail. This, to me does
not constitute enough usage at peak
season to allow any maintenance of the
trail or make it worthwhile to keep it
open as a heritage site.
Next phase, I hope we as a club can
be represented in future trail discussions and perhaps we can take an active
part in trail maintenance, while balancing the needs and interests of the other
groups with our own.
Dave Blair
President, Rover-Landers of BC

4WDABC Toy Run, Surrey - December 4th, 2005
About 62 4x4 trucks participated in
the Annual 4WDABC Toy Run from
Guildford Mall to Bear Creek Park in
Surrey for the ‘presents drop-off’ and
a pancake breakfast put on by the local
Lion’s Club.
The Surrey Christmas Bureau Boys
were on hand with hot Tim Horton’s
coffee for all on this snowy morning
and commented that the number of
trucks and overall donations was down
this year.
The 4x4 clubs and trucks should not
have been daunted by the snowy conditions. But many did show up from the
Herd of Turtles, Coquitlam Crawlers,
Sasquatch 4x4 Club (the actual organizers of this event) and of course the
Rover-Landers.
Unfortunately it was sad to see this
year such a low number of Rover-Landers show – only 2 actual members and 1
non-member in a Discovery who is a
member of one of the other clubs with a
Toyota. Last year we had 5 turn out.
Merry Christmas Everyone and
maybe next year we will see more of
you out at this event to help out some
of the needy kids at Christmas time.

Top: One of the head trucks of the event.
• A good line-up of off-road trucks, with a lonely LR
buried in the middle.
Middle: Rover-Landers Secretary Rick Mellenger picks
up a 2nd place prize for Best Decorated truck.
• The Surrey Christmas Bureau Boys loading toys.
Bottom: A few decorated trucks at Bear Creek Park.
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Amateur Radio & it’s uses for Off-Road

by Glenna Barron

• Amateur radio call signs VE7DSC/VA7ROV

What is amateur radio?
Amateur radio is a hobby. It is a way
of communicating with other amateur
operators, either locally, or worldwide.
Some like the hobby for its technical
aspects; some just like to chat with others. It can be used for communications
during disasters or other emergencies;
some amateur organizations hold regular disaster communications exercises.
During off-road travel, it is commonly
used for communications within the
convoy, and for safety purposes.
Some amateur operators travel offroad specifically for the challenges of
setting up battery-powered stations
outside their vehicles, testing new
antennas, and making worldwide
radio contacts, often during amateur
radio contests.

Why use amateur radio
frequencies off-road?
Why not just use CB radio
or FRS radio?
How many times have you been
frustrated when you use Citizen’s Band
radio and can’t contact a friend who is
well ahead of you in a mountainous
area? How often have you wanted to
smash your handheld Family Radio
Service radio while driving off-road,
straining to hear an important message,
but never quite getting the message?
Amateur radio will not solve every
off-road communications problem, but
it is often much better than C.B. radio
and FRS radio. CB radio and FRS radio
are confined to voice operation using
low-powered equipment, and both radio
types use only a single frequency band.
On the other hand, amateur radio has
many available frequencies, has power
choices ranging from less than 1 Watt
to 1 kilowatt, and offers many different
ways, or “modes”, of operating. If one

mode does not meet your needs while
off-road, another mode may work very
well.
Amateur Radio operators can use
voice, Morse code (remember the
dididit dadadah dididit of “SOS”
you’ve heard in military movies?),
computer/radio combinations that
include voice and text messages, computer-to-computer using voice, and
television. The signals are transmitted
directly, or via repeater stations (which
amplify the signals so they can be sent
much further), via earth-orbiting satellites, or via the Internet.

Amateur radio can be useful and fun
for communicating within an off-road
convoy, and could be your only link to
rescue services if an emergency arises
while travelling off-road in remote
areas. HF or “High Frequency” signals
travel long distances; during an emergency, you can contact amateurs who
can advise emergency services of your
location and your situation. C.B. and
FRS radio signals are neither strong
enough nor do they generally travel far
enough to reach someone who can help
you if you are off-road in a remote
location.
For typical off-road purposes, amateur 2 metre (VHF) and UHF frequencies are quite useful and work well. HF
frequencies may work better than VHF
and UHF for convoy vehicles separated
by a several miles in mountainous territory. Through other amateur operators,
or via technology only, you can use

VHF, UHF or HF to chat with family
and friends who are at home while you
are in remote areas.

How can I learn more about
amateur radio?
How do I get my license?
To learn more about this exciting
hobby, go to the Radio Amateurs of
Canada (RAC) web site: www.rac.ca
RAC is an excellent organization to
join. Among its many mandates, it
defends amateur radio frequencies from
interference and prevents frequencies
from being reassigned for nonamateur uses. The web site is a
valuable educational resource
with many links. RAC maintains
a list by province of accredited
amateur radio instructors and their
contact information.
The Industry Canada Amateur
Radio web pages contain information about amateur radio regulations, licensing information,
information about examinations,
and more. It is wise to peruse the
exam question banks, as well as to
download exam question generator
software while you are studying for
your license.
To get an amateur radio operators
license, you first need to study the
approved course material for the “Basic
Qualification”. If you take a course
from an accredited instructor, a study
manual will be recommended or will be
provided. The exam will also be given
as part of the course. When you pass
the exam, you can apply to Industry
Canada for a license and a call sign. If
you study without taking a course,
order the RAC Study Guide for Basic
Exam from the RAC web site or enroll
in the online Hamstudy course (www.
hamstudy.com).
Use Industry Canada’s exam generator or questions database to test your
knowledge. When you are ready to write
the exam, contact Industry Canada.
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The Rover-Landers of B.C.
Founder’s Day 2006
January 21st, 2006

Cloverdale Fairgrounds Agriplex
62nd Ave. & 176th St., Surrey
• Doors open at 4:30 p.m.
• Rover-Landers AGM at 6:00 p.m. – sharp!
• Doors close at 10:00 p.m.
• Prizes, draws, vendor exhibits, demos, parts swap, vehicle judging
• Bring the whole family! & all your Rovers!
• $10.00 per Land Rover (includes all occupants)
• $5.00 per ‘walk-in’

January

Snow• route &
• For

22nd, 2006
flake Chase
details tba

mor e inf o c hec k t he
www.roverlanders.bc.ca

website:
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LAND ROVER
JAGUAR
COMPLETE
SERVICE
& REPAIRS

• Factory Trained Technician

• Courtesy cars available

•S
 tate of the art computer
diagnostic equipment

•E
 lectrical, drive line, full
engine service

•S
 ervicing foreign, domestic • Tires, shocks, struts
& SUVs
& alignments

Dependable, Affordable
& Professional.
You can count on us!!

HESP

AUTOMOTIVE
LTD.
67 Mahon Ave, North Vancouver

(2 blocks west of the Seabus Terminal)

604-986-4377
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See
you at Founder’s Day 2006!
Give us a call to arrange, and we’ll bring your big items out with us.

