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From the President
So many activities this spring, we
figured we better get some of them out
to you in a newsletter! So we decided
to put out a Summer & Winter editions
of the printed newsletter. Remember,
for those of you that aren't doing so
regularly, all the write ups and photos
are online at www.roverlanders.bc.ca,
so you can check on the events a day
or two after an event or run. You don't
have to wait until we get the printed
edition complete. But there's still nothing like a printed page, is there?
We currently have 54 members this
year, and about a dozen from last year
who have yet not renewed for 2005.

On the cover
Derek Norman in his 1982 Airportable from
Vancouver Island playing in the mud at the Van
Isle ‘Rally in the Valley’. Duncan, June 2005.
Photo: P. Blair

• The Rover-Landers of BC are committed to
the preservation, restoration and driving
enjoyment of Land Rover vehicles; and the
preservation of the outback environment
throughout BC. Events are targeted towards
all members of the family.

Included in the envelope with this
newsletter is a reminder to renew and
a membership form, and as many of
you know, you can now renew online
with a Credit Card or Paypal.
Merchandise is also online as of
this spring, and thanks to Andy Deane
for volunteering to manage this for us.
Bill Eastwood stepped to the plate
earlier this year to manage the online
Photo Gallery & Web Albums and he
is doing a great job of posting photos
after every event.
Kris Maksymiuk took it upon himself to do e-mail reminders of events to
members. Paul Cooper put his hand
up at the wrong time and
ended up being the project coordinator for the Whipsaw
Trail Clean-up, and Gerry
Bolduc has been active with
the 4WDABC. Many thanks
to these guys, and all of you
who have volunteered over the

past year! Your participation makes
this club better for all of us.
The ‘Web Forum’ currently has 272
registered users and 2840 articles,
increasing daily. I am amazed at how
busy certain of the topics are. If you're
not reading the forums online, you're
missing out on a vast amount of club
information and general Land Rover
and off road info throughout BC.
Tread Lightly has been an underlying theme this year with the Whipsaw
Trail Clean-up, and our upcoming trip
to the Alexander MacKenzie Trail.
The Rover-Landers are now considered to be stakeholders of the
MacKenzie Trail due to positive feedback from earlier forays into the area
and the hard work of another offroad
club in the 4WDABC, the NCOAS,
who also uses the area. For anyone
who's been up in the area before, you
know there is limited vehicle access
and a general inclination to exclude
Continued on Page 6
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
AGM Minutes – January 2005
The Minutes of The Rover-Landers
AGM January 8th, 2005.
David Blair opened the meeting on time
at 6:00 p.m.
Items of Business:
1.) Adoption of minutes.
Last year's AGM minutes were accepted
as read, moved by Harold Huggins, seconded by Gary Spicer.
2.) Reports.
Treasurer’s Report by Stuart Longair.
Secretary’s Report by Rick Mellenger.
4WDABC report by Gerald Bolduc.
3.) Unfinished Business.
• The motion to continue support by the
CLUB of the 4WDABC was voted on
and carried.
• The motion to increase the annual dues
of the Club to $50.00 including the
$15.00 for each member to the 4WDABC
was voted on and carried.
• The motion to remove the half-year

membership for new members was voted
on and carried.
• The motion to allow new members who
were not a member in the previous year
to sign up after September 1st and be able
to purchase a membership for the following year at the current price of $50.00 but
will be considered honorary members for
the balance of the current year was voted
on and carried.
4.) New Business.
• A motion to allow the Executive permission to nominate Directors for provincial
regions and for the 4x4 Association
(4WDABC) was voted on and carried.
The President of the 4X4 Association
Brad Paulin was introduced, and spoke
regarding our Club involvement in the
care and upkeep of the campgrounds
along the Whipsaw Trail. The decision to
bring up the matter at the next regular
Club meeting was agreed to.

• The President acknowledged the participation of the members of Region 2
4WDABC who manned a booth at our
AGM. They had the grand prize on the
table of a ‘Chain Saw’, the winning ticket
to be drawn for at the Spring 4X4 Association AGM in Nanaimo.
5.) Election of Executive.
The election of the Club Executive was
held with the same slate of officers carrying on for 2005. No nominations were
made from the floor.
Executive is as follows for 2005:
PRESIDENT: David Blair
VICE PRESIDENT: Andrew Phillips
TREASURER: Stuart Longair
SECRETARY: Rick Mellenger
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. and
was followed by a great Founder’s Day.

February Meeting Minutes
February 17th, 2005
The meeting started at 7.30 p.m.
The following members were in attendance:
Dave Blair: President, Andrew Phillips:
Vice President, Rick Mellenger: Secretary,
Andy Deane, Shawn Doherty, Paul
Cooper, Gary Spicer, Kris Maksymiuk,
Bill Eastwood, John Parsons, Phil Armstrong, Stuart Scantlebury.
Guests: Mark Maksymiuk, Debbie Waters.
Items of Business:
The meeting started at 7:30 p.m.
Dave Blair started the meeting with a
review of the run on Van Isle with the
Rover owners who went to the Port
Alberni area.
1.) 4WDABC News. The Sportsman
Show at Tradex in Abbotsford on March
4th, 5th & 6th will have a 4WDABC
Booth. Volunteers are needed from our
club to assist in manning this booth.
Please go to the 4WDABC web site and
sign up the hours you can attend:
[url]http://www.4wdabc.ca[/url]. The
hours are Friday noon to 9 p.m., Saturday

10 to 8 p.m. and Sunday 10 to 5 p.m.
Please show up and help. The next
Region 2 meeting in March will have an
election of a new VP for Region 2. The
meeting is March 15th same place as our
meeting at Ricky’s. The other news is
their next run is to Sunrise Lake March
26th. Meet at Sasquatch Inn at 9 a.m., our
members are welcome, it is a good newcomers run.
2.) Andy reported on the 2nd Snow Run to
Dixon Lake. There were many challenges
to be enjoyed by those who attended.
3.) Dave Blair let us know that to date we
have had 8 members sign up on PAY PAL
to pay their annual memberships.
4.) There followed a lengthy discussion of
most of the upcoming runs, watch the
web site for these updates and try to
attend as many as you are able, please.
There is a camping weekend up the Sunshine Coast in April. Gary Spicer will
head up that run.
5.) Rick remembered that there was talk
at the 4X4 Region 2 Dinner about the

clear cutting on Vedder Mountain. Watch
for petitions regarding this area as it is
actively used by bikes and horses and
quads and 4x4’s as well.
6.) The planned date for the start of this
year's Alexander MacKenzie Trail Run is
Saturday August 13th. With a planned
week on the trail. Kris and Phil are thinking at this point to cut off the participants
at 20 trucks, as there is some limitation
on camping spaces on the trail.
7.) The Club run in June is Rally in the
Valley 2 at Greg Sutfin’s. Dates are June
12th & 13th. This is near Duncan.
8.) The July run in the Cariboo will start
on June 30th till July 3rd. It will be headed up by Phil.

Items of Business:
1.) Rick started the meeting with a little
info on the Region 2 4WDABC meeting
held on Tuesday. There were 4 members in
attendance and a vote was taken to renew
Andrea’s position as President of Region
2.) There was some discussion on the
upcoming Spring Meeting in Nanaimo,

hosted by the local club, The Nanamio
Side Winders.
3.) The meeting was then turned back over
to Dave Blair who let the members present
know that the Rovers All Over Rally was
postponed to April 3rd, as the organizers
were very busy this weekend and there had
been little response to the event on the web

The meeting ended with the selling of
tickets on some prizes, a Land Rover
shirt, a tie down strap, and some light
covers donated very graciously by Gary
Spicer.
The meeting closed just before 9 p.m.

March Meeting Minutes
March 17th, 2005
The meeting started at 7.30 p.m.
The following members were in attendance:
Dave Blair: President, Andrew Phillips:
Vice President, Rick Mellenger: Secretary,
John Parsons, Phil Armstrong, Shawn
Doherty, Andy Deane
Guests: Debbie Waters
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posting for it. There was another call for
Members to show support for this event, as
the work to put it on is quite involved.
4.) There was some discussion on the past
weekends Sportsman’s Show at Tradex in
Abbotsford, as members were helping at

the 4WDABC booth.
5.) There was a few minutes spent on asking who would be attending the Association Spring Meeting in Nanaimo. Rick
Mellenger and Gerry Bolduc were planning on attending, as well as Greg Suftin

and Victor Gerwin from the Island.

and even touching dirt roads We all finished up at Dave Blair's home for
a wonderful BBQ lunch. Many thanks to
Andy Deane and family, Rick Mellenger
and the Blair Family. Oh and myself,
Andrew Phillips for setting and running
the event.
3.) A discusion by the group about sending out email reminders about up and
coming events. A volunteer was called for
to take on this position and Kris
Maksymiuk stepped forward and took on
the roll.
4.) Dave Blair reported that Pamela Blair
has offered to put out the Rover-Landers
newsletter twice a year with the first due
out June and the second at years end.
5.) We also recieved an e-mail from Brad
Paulin from the 4WDABC asking the
Rover-Landers to host the spring 2005
meeting. After discussion it was decided
that we would offer to host the fall 2005

meeting for the 4WDABC due to short
notice for spring 2005.
6.) Gary Spicer then gave a talk and discussion on the April Sunshine Coast Run.
The run is an overnight run leaving on the
first ferry Saturday camping at the porpoise bay camp site returning on the 4:20
ferry Sunday. On Saturday the run would
be along the Dakota Creek Trail followed
by a run on Sunday back towards the
ferry.
7.) There was a discussion on Whipsaw
and it was decided to head in from the
Granite City end of the trail and camping
at Granite City Friday night.

improvise a tent out of their awning on
their truck!! This person also managed to
provide lunch time entertainment with a
sinking of his truck into a large puddle.
Thanks for the pull out. Yes it was me!!!
2.) Andy Deane provided some info on an
impromptu run into the Harrison Lake area.
3.) We discussed the upcoming trip to
Lodestone Lake in the Coalmont area next
Friday, Saturday & Sunday. This will be
our club’s first clean up as part of our
mandate with the 4X4 Association to be
stewards of the Whipsaw Trail. Please
watch the web forum for sign up and
departure point info.
4.) The next club meeting will be at the
Fort Pub in Fort Langley, on the third
Thursday in June.

5.) The June club run is on the Island in
Duncan at Greg Sutfin’s. This is called
The Rovers in the Valley. It is a camping
& workshop fun get together. It was well
attended last year and a great time.

by asking for highlights of recent runs.
The discussion followed with comments
of the Rovers in the Valley Run to Greg
Sutfin’s in Duncan, B.C.
2.) The first of this summers Rover-Landers on the Road Dinners was held at The
Fort Langley Pub.
Please watch the web site calendar for up
coming locations. The next Rover-Landers on the Road Dinners will be at

Vanier Park in Vancouver on July 21st.
We will meet at the parking lot of the
Planetarium at our usual time of 7:30
p.m.. We did not discuss where we will
eat, so we may want to bring our food
there with us.
3.) The Run to South Cariboo coming up
will start from Whatcom Road June 30th
at 6:00 p.m.
4.) Members were reminded of the

There was a short review of the upcoming
runs, and the meeting was closed a little
after 8:00 p.m.

April Meeting Minutes
April 21st, 2005
The meeting started at 7:30 p.m.
The following members were present:
Dave Blair: President, Andrew Phillips:
Vice President, Bill Eastwood, John Parsons, Shawn Doherty, Kris Maksymiuk,
Gary Spicer, Andy Deane, Phil Armstrong
and Ken Larsen.
Guests: Debbie Waters, Leanna & Mark
Maksymiuk.
Items of Business:
1.) The meeting started with Dave Blair,
Andy Deane and Shawn Doherty sharing
what a fun day they had at Stave Lake on
the 17th. They spent the day playing in
the mud getting stuck and getting unstuck
on the slippery mud pan.
2.) A report was then given by Andy
Deane on the Rally in the Valley held in
March. A great day was had by all 3 participants and 2 trucks spending the morning winding their way all over the valley

The Meeting ended at 8:30 p.m.
Andrew Phillips
Vice President

May Meeting Minutes
May 19th, 2005
The meeting started at 7:30 p.m.
The following members were in attendance:
Dave Blair: President, Andrew Phillips:
Vice President, Rick Mellenger: Secretary,
John Parsons, Phil Armstrong, Shawn
Doherty, Andy Deane, Bill Eastwood and
Stuart Scantlebury.
Guests: Pamela Blair, Debbie Waters and
Mark Maksymiuk.
Items of Business:
The President started the meeting with
highlights of the recent club runs.
1.) Sunshine Coast Run. With details from
the members who attended. It was the
most recent Snow Run. We seem to be
having a lot of them this year. Someone
left their tent poles home?? And had to

The rest of the meeting time was spent
going over the upcoming runs through the
summer. Please watch the calendar on the
web site for details. Remember we are
moving the meeting around the Lower
Mainland through June, July, August &
September.
Our Club is going to host the Fall Convention of the 4x4 Association
(4WDABC). Please watch for dates and
times and be ready to volunteer.

June Meeting Minutes
June 16th, 2005
The meeting started at 7:30 p.m.
The following members were in attendance:
Andrew Phillips: Vice President, Rick
Mellenger: Secretary, John Parsons, Phil
Armstrong, Andy Deane, Bill Eastwood
and David Vervaet.
Guests: Glenn Daigle and Teresa Evancic.
Items of Business:
1.) The Vice President started the meeting
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upcoming car show at Mission B.C. on
Sunday.
5.) There was a few minutes discussion
on members understanding of the term
TREADING LIGHTLY as it pertains to
our clubs off road experience. The consensus was that we honor the MISSION
STATEMENT of our umbrella organization - 4WDABC.
The meeting ended with the members
present going out into Fort Langley to
talk and look at our newest member's
D90. It is a beauty, Glenn Daigle.
Continued from page 3

vehicle access from the list of trail
usage types.
To my way of thinking, there are
many of us who would never get to
visit these out of the way spots if it
weren't for vehicular access, and we
can help by maintaining the trails and

Thanks for joining our club!!!
• The meeting location for August is to be
in Steveston for fish & chips at Dave’s
Fish & Chips, on the main street near
Steveston Hardware. The date for this is
August 18th, 2005.

4WDABC Fall Convention. This hall is
located at 6795 – 256 St. This is a continuation of 72nd St. going east from 232nd
St. overpass. It is also easy to get to from
264th St. by going north from the #1 then
turn left on to 60th then a right onto 256th.

• The September meeting is to be at Crescent Beach at Blackie Spit. This is a good
spot for a family BBQ! The date for this
will be September 15th, 2005.

Your secretary hopes you all enjoy many
miles of four wheeling safely this summer. Take lots of pictures and don’t forget
to TREAD LIGHTLY!!!

• The Secretary has secured Coghlan Hall
in the Aldergrove area for the upcoming

teaching good trail manners to fellow
off-roaders.
I am looking forward to a great
summer and fall of activities with this
fun bunch of folks.
Check the website often for additions and changes to the calendar.
Don't forget that the meeting spots
during the summer are out and about

at various parks, after which we will
return to our regular venue of Ricky’s
Restaurant in Surrey this fall.
See you on the trail.
Dave

ROVERWORKS
Restorations
Service & Repair
New & Used Parts

Call us today:

(250) 458-2447
or visit our website:

www.roverworks.com

Rover Works B.C. Ltd Director, Alan Simpson, is
a Licensed Interprovincial Mechanic. Laws in
B.C. require work for profit on another person's
vehicle requires such qualification. Shop Liability
Insurance (protecting your vehicle) can only be
purchased with proof of it. Rover Works has full
coverage with a garage policy, complete with
repairperson plate for vehicle transport. Rover
Works B.C. Ltd also offers support to the hobbyist
working on their own vehicle. We enjoy assisting
our proven customers with accurate, and knowledgeable assistance over the phone.

of BC

We also restore
other classic vehicles
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‘Founder’s Day’ again a success - January 8th, 2005
January 8th, 2005 was Founder's Day held again at the
Cloverdale Agriplex as has become the club's custom.
54 trucks participated at the combined Club AGM and
truck show. The Four Wheel Drive Association of BC
(4WDABC) was on hand with a display, presentation & Raffle
Tickets. Several commercial supporters displayed their wares
and donated prizes to be raffled off throughout the evening.
There was an RTI Ramp present for testing out your
articulation and Crossword and Trivia puzzles for testing
your Rover knowledge. A good contingent of American
and Vancouver Island enthusiasts made the journey to join
us all despite the stormy weather that weekend.
Many many thanks to everyone who participated in and
supported this Land Rover Event.

Top right: Our Rover-Landers ‘founder’ – Harold Huggins.
Above: An overview of the event – a great turnout.
Right: Andrea Hoffmann & Ryan Egger from the 4 Wheel Drive Association of BC.

Rover-Landers President Dave Blair shakes hands
with 4WDABC President Brad Paulin.

Rover-Landers Secretary Rick Mellenger chats
it up with Gerald Bolduc.

Greg Sutfin from Duncan wins a pair of Rover
windows from one of the Raffle draws.
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Best Series I Truck went to Steve Rogers from Victoria
with his 1956 Series I 86”.

Best Series II Truck went to Neil Hamelin and his wife
from Maple Ridge with his Series IIA 109”.

Above: Dana Nault
from the Rover Park
Boys in Edmonton Best
took the award for
Best Prepared
Expedition Land Rover
with their D110.
Best Series III Truck went to Gustav Pienaar recently
moved over to Burnaby from South Africa .

Best Range Rover, Discovery or Freelander went to ‘the Zebra’
Range Rover from Washington.

Top: All the way in from Edmonton Alberta for Founder’s Day were the
‘Rover Park Boys’. Below: Checking out the variety of rooftop tents.
The Peoples’s Choice for ‘Best of Show’ Truck went to Gord Land from
Langley with his Defender 110.
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Snowflake Run I - January 9th, 2005
The Annual 2005 Snowflake Chase was held up the
Chilliwack River Valley at a left turn up a logging road
beyond the Correctional Institute.
On January 9th, 11 trucks met at the Tim Horton's at
the Whatcom Road exit from Hwy 1. There was a blistering arctic wind blowing across the Sumas Prairie
that morning as we convoyed towards Yarrow and up
into the Chilliwack Valley.
The snow depth was lighter than expected but we
still managed to get adequately stuck as we got to
where the logging road entered a high altitude bowl.
Mission accomplished!

A great view shot of the Chilliwack River Valley as well as
some ‘fun in the snow’ shots of the boys & their Rovers on
the Annual Snowflake Chase, traditionally held the day after
the Founder’s Day event.
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Snowflake Run II, Dixon Lake - January 23rd, 2004
by Andy Deane
During the monthly meeting it was
decided to take a second bash at
heading to the hills to find snow,
“Snow Run II”. So, the following
Sunday after meeting at Michael’s
near Mission for breakfast four
trucks eagerly aired down &
prepped for the on-slaught of snow.
There was Kris & Mark in the
90, Dave & Oliver in his 88, Andy
& Bailey in the Range Rover,
Shawn & Charlie in his 109.
After a short convoy run up the
Norrish Creek Road it soon became
apparent that finding snow wasn’t
going to be as simple as we had
hoped! It was decided that we would
head West, following the powerlines that run parallel with West
Norrish Creek. We found lots of
twisty, narrow tracks, some great
huge puddles… but still no snow!
After a short while, we came to a
dead-end, just 1 km short of the road
we were hoping to hook-up onto.
Time for snacks & a good look at
Kris’s “super-computer”, which is a
laptop showing a detailed map of our
progress so far. There we were, a little
flashing icon on the screen, and a little wiggly line showing where we had
come from. Great technology for
exploring the wilds of B.C.!
After re-tracing our steps (treads!)

we headed north to Dixon Lake. This
track that curves around the topside
of Dixon Lake turned into quite the
challenge. The masses of rain we had
over the last two weeks had left some
major wash-outs along the white-

deep “V” shape wash-out that left
Shawn’s 109 rear axel hanging in mid
air! With tow hook firmly bedded
into the entrance bank & front wheels
half way up the exit bank, all the rear
wheels could do is spin away. A few
rocks placed correctly & a little tug
with a tow strap & we were off
again.
The next obstacle began with
hearing Kris announce on the CB,
“we could have a big problem
here”! We all parked up in a line &
walked up to a section of cliff edge
where erosion had taken the normal
12 foot wide track down to 6ft
wide. We all peered down the 100
foot drop where the rest of the road
had fallen! Yikes!
After a short debate, it was
decided if we were to move some
big rocks that had fallen from above
& put our inside wheels into the
bush scrub that we could cross this
knuckle track. These wash-outs were
section safely. (I’m glad I wasn’t
often rock covered, 45º into & 45º out going first!) We all crossed one by
of, deep enough to swallow a Rover
one, with the instructions, “keep hard
whole! Simple enough for the short
left, don’t look down & don’t stop”.
wheelbase, a little “tow bar scraping”
We headed up & around on the
for the long wheelbase, but we all
South Statlu road, now at 2100 foot
managed to gingerly navigate huge
on the GPS, this is when it hapwash-out after wash-out. Our progress pened…… we found SNOW! Only a
was also challenged by some swollen few inches but enough to formally
creek crossings, always concerned
about huge hidden rocks under the
white water or even worse, being
pushed sideways down
the creek! We stopped
for more snacks
(lunch) whilst looking
down on a beautiful
silent, mist covered
Dixon Lake. The lake
edges were frozen
solid, but still we hadn’t seen any sign of
snow.
Onwards & upwards
we went, curving
around Mount Catherwood. Here we found a
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title our run the “Snow Run II”.
We finally emerged at the Twin
Bridges Rec Site & headed down the
Statlu FSR.
The fun wasn’t over yet, just as
Kris ran his 90 over a washout, a section of the road disappeared (sank)
into a big sinkhole. Now we had 1
Rover over on the “home” side & 3
Rovers on the “far-from-home” side!
Dave decides there is just enough of
the road left to squeeze his Series
truck through, which he does successfully, but as he does this another large
chunk of road sinks into the hole. So
we still have 2 Rovers to get across

and only 3 foot of road left. After a
short search in the trees we found a
couple of sturdy looking lengths of
wood that we hauled out & patched
together to make a Camel Trophy
style bridge. By placing one wheel on
the “bridge” & one wheel on the
remaining road we were able to get
our other two Rovers across & home.
All-in-all, it was great day full of
interesting challenges, beautiful
scenery & the rain even held off right
until our homeward bound coffee stop
at Timmy Hortons.
Thanks guys for a fun day out.

Left: Great top view shot of Shawn Doherty &
his 109 doing a creek crossing. Right: Dave Blair
& his ‘88 navigate the slippery and moving
rocks. Below: Mark felt the road give way as he
drove over, Dave got over and it fell away further beneath him, so we stopped to bridge it a
bit for Andy & Shawn. About 4 feet deep, the
water had washed around a deeply buried culvert pipe. This was on a fairly main road, so we
left big planks sticking upright in the holes as a
warning for others.
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New Zealand Travels
by Stuart Scantlebury

we were faced by a veritable line up of
Land Rovers, guts and all. There were
dozens of representatives of several
eras and continents, and enough parts

‘LANDY HEAVEN’ of New Zealand.
Thanks to a great Kiwi host of Hotel de
la Mer, North Island , New Zealand.
We got a lead to contact the owner
of Landy Heaven, just inland of Napier. Our host was working on restoring
his dad’s ’51 Landy. We explained that
we’d like a few photos for our club in
Canada and were enthusiastically
received and free to take as many photos as we wished. We drove our rented
4x4, alas not a Land Rover, into a picture postcard, steep, lush, green valley.
Down the last deeply rutted hill, defi- to build many more! There was even a
nitely a 4 wheel drive entrance, and
Land Rover 2 door coup, and a Land
Rover short cab “pickup truck”.
Blithely ignoring this pile of
riches were pens full of two
footed transport, Aussie style
(ostriches – breeders & young).
He imports some of his vehicles

and parts from Hong Kong and Japan,
where the vehicle gets written off and
they don’t want them anymore. The
older models have a provenance showing (in true Land Rover style) that
they’ve been to Australia, Africa, the
Far & Middle East, etc. And of course,
many will be cannibalized hybrids of
their ancestors.
“Aussie transport” eying the Land
Rovers. Maybe Andrew could saddle one!
Stuart & Ellen
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Mt. Arrowsmith, Van Isle Rovers - February 12th, 2005
by Greg Sutfin
It was a long day and we only went
for an Off-Road drive of 30 or 40 kilometers. Of course I had to get up early
to throw the tire chains and tool box in
the back of the Land Rover (neither of
which were needed), scarf down a bit
of breakfast and put on my long
woolies for any mountaintop snow
squalls we might run into (we did). I
was only a few minutes late picking
Victor up at 7:35. We headed straight
for the highway and drove to Nanaimo
and on to the Tim Horton's in
Parksville to meet more of the gang.
We were a few minutes late again, for
our 9 o'clock rendezvous. Glenn and
his wife, Steve, Dave and Pamela were
there as planned. My son David with

his schoolmate Andrew pulled in a few
minutes later and we formed a convoy
headed to Hilliers to drop off Pamela
for a meeting she had to go to. From
there we continued along the Port
Alberni Highway past Cameron Lake,
through Cathedral Grove (HR
MacMillan Park) and to the top of
"The Hump". We met with Derek and
‘Tofino Dave’ at the appointed intersection just 20 mins late for our proposed ten o'clock start.
It must have been quite a sight for
the crowds of on-lookers as this convoy of antique British Four Wheel
Drives thundered past at high speed.

Till we got to the top of the "Hump"
and swelled our numbers with Dave's
nicely rebuilt Series 2 and Derek's
pristine Series 3 Airtransportable, we
consisted of 100% of the Vancouver
Island Austin Gypsy Club in his
(Glenn's) 1962 SWB Gypsy, Dave's
1966 Series 2A 88, Steve's Series 1,
Dave & Andrew in Dave's boss's LWB
Land Rover/ Land Cruiser hybrid and
Victor & I in my 1970 109 Station
Wagon. The on-lookers were so
awestruck that one couple in a car followed in our midst for ten miles or so
till they could finally pass us at a wide
spot on the windy highway.
After introductions at the meeting
place, working out final destination
and radio plans, and taking a few pictures, we headed along some of Vancouver Island’s logging
roads towards the
burned and deserted
Mount Arrowsmith Ski
lodge. The roads were
wide but untended so
had a few more potholes than normal.
After crossing the
bridge over the
Cameron River
we turned left up
the road to Mount
Arrowsmith
Regional Park.
Despite the main logging road in
the valley bottom being covered
in ice and snow, as soon as we
turned up the road to the park, we
were on rock and gravel.
It wasn't till we were well up
the mountain, about 1000 meters
elevation, and away from the
southwest slope, before we were
back onto snow again. Oneminute gravel road, the next we
are into several inches of packed
snow. At the top of the four
switch-backs we had a commanding view of the town of
Port Alberni, the valley and part

of the Alberni Inlet We stopped for a
few photos and watched as our view
was quickly obscured by clouds and
the first of several snow squalls.
Continuing up the mountain the
snow was getting deeper, not from the
current snowfall mind you. Several
vehicles had been up before us so
there were tracks to follow but the
road wasn't packed. As lead vehicle
there was some trail to blaze and a bit
of wheel spin on some steeper stretches but good headway was maintained
all the way to the old lodge.
We mustered around the front of the
lodge, concrete footings are all that is
left after the fire several years ago.
Some had lunch while everyone visited and looked at each other's vehicles.
Several of us tried to drive up the old
ski hill, ya, right, then turned our
sights on just getting around the terrain in front of the lodge. Dave made
several, and several more, attempts at
one route before being successful at
getting back to the lower parking lot. I
(Greg) went around to the bottom to
meet Dave and do the route in reverse.
I quickly stopped once I was high centered on a rock. Dave kindly came
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mountain top there
were squalls going
through, blasting
us with cold winds
and ice crystals.
Between squalls
there was blue sky
and a good view
east towards
Parksville, the
Straight of Georgia
and the Coast
Mountains beyond.
Despite the view
and good time we
Glenn digs out his 1962 SWB Gypsy.
were having, home
back to jerk me back, off the offending was beckoning. The drive down the
piece of mountaintop. Once some of
mountain was short and sweet. We did
my tires were on the ground again I
take a short cut
was able to continue, this time by plac- or two but nothing the rock under a tire instead of
ing too chalunder a cross-member. Dave (one of
lenging and the
the other one's) tried, tried and re-tried snowy road was
to drive the 114" Land Rover, with
well packed by
lockers front and rear, over the piddly
the time our
little hill Dave (one of the other one's) whole convoy
had just driven over with his open diff had ascended
88. A few passages is all it takes to
and then
pack the snow slippery enough to
descended the
make passage tough for even a locked mountain.
diff vehicle. He did make it eventually!
Good-byes
Most of the time we were on the
were said at he

stop before the pavement and we headed
different ways. Some of us to a meeting
with Kerry and Dave (yes, a different
Dave, again) to work out some details
for the 2005 "Land Rover Rally in the
Valley". Two hours later Victor and I
were on the road home. Late for dinner
of course so we stopped in Ladysmith
for a nice meal.
After dinner and dropping Victor at
his house, it was just after 8:00 p.m. by
the time I was home. Dave and Pamela
still wouldn't be home yet, they would
be on the ferry, probably to arrive home
at 9:30 p.m. or so. It was a good day, but
a long one for a drive "off-road" that
only amounted to that 30 or 40 kms.

Weaver Lake / West Harrison Lake - February 2005
Photos courtesy of
Paul Cooper.
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Smud Run - February 19th, 2005
by Bill Eastwood
These are photos of our first SMUD
run, an effort to get out and really
enjoy the type of driving surface that
can only be afforded by melting snow
and the effects of millions of gallons
of Squamish rain water. Squamish
unfortunately did not live up to its normal billing for a February Day. It was
sunny and crisp and most of the mud
was solid with ice. Eleven trucks started out by heading up the Squamish
River Valle Road. After a brief diversion into mud beneath the power lines
and a pleasant stop on the riverbank of
the Squamish we spent the rest of the
day exploring the Sigurd Creek area
including the abandoned Osprey Mine
site. Most roads in the area have suffered recent washouts that limited
areas we could explore. All in all a
nice day out and an event with some
interesting potential for next year.
Shawn Doherty contributed the
following write-up of the trip.
Roverlanders Smud Run 2005
The meeting time was 9:30 a.m.,
McDonald’s parking lot in Squamish.
We had a total of ten trucks, a very
good turn out. Three Discos, one
Range Rover, two Defender 110s three
Defender 90s, a Pathfinder and keeping up the old guard one Series 3 109.
Aside from the drivers, there were
several of their wives, several kids
(future LR owners) and 4 dogs, so it

was a well-balanced crowd.
What a day, warm for this time of
year and lots of blue sky. We set out
on the Squamish
River Road heading north and
found a little mud
to play in, but it
was still frozen and
didn’t have the
desired effect.
Except for Kris,
who immediately
got hung up on
frozen mud within
100 yards of going
off-road.
After a little chat
we set out again
and crossed the Squamish River at
Buck Mountain, here we drove down
to the river for a picture of our trucks
(take a look at the pics — the one facing the wrong way is not me). Here
we again had a nice chat, the kids and
dogs ran around and it
was quite a nice spot.
After a bit of cruising in
the sand we headed up
Ashlu Main and took
branch A600 up to
Osprey Mines.
This was a very interesting spot, with lots of
old buildings and heavy
equipment it looked as
if the miners just walked

away in mid shift. The road was
washed away at this point so we spent
some time checking everything out
and then headed back
the way we came.
Some of us took a little
side trip and there was
a little rescue involving the Pathfinder and
then we all headed up
the Sigurd Creek Road
trying to reach Sigurd
Lake, there was a little
tuff stuff here but even
Dave was able to get
Pamela’s Disco II
through only to be
stopped at another
washout.
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We all headed back down the road
and stopped at the Ashlu River pull-out
where we commandeered a small
campfire to stand around. At this point
trucks started to leave one by one to
make their way home all in all a very
fun day.

Left: It was a tad ‘stinky’ at the old
abandoned Osprey Mine. We never
did find out what it was. Dave,
Shawn, Stuart & Charlie (holding
their breaths for a quick photo).
Top Middle: Some of the abandoned
buildings at the mine site.
Bottom: Then we hit the ‘end of the
road’. In our attempt to reach Sigurd
Lake we were all stopped in our
tracks by a very extensive washout.

The Rover-Lander • Summer 2005 Page 17

Stave Lake / Mt. Crickmer Run - March 20th, 2005
by Andy Deane
Even though the fair weather forecast had changed to rain & drizzle the
meet went ahead, meeting at Timmy
Horton’s at 9am at Mt. Lehman Road
(Auto-mall Exit 83).
Three trucks (88, 100, 109) headed
North towards Stave Lake, airing
down just past Stave Falls. Plan A was
to see if we could find the trail up Mt.
Crickmer. As we were searching for
the turn off we couldn’t resist trying
out a few interesting looking trails. We
finally turned off at (what we thought
was) the Mt. Crickmer turn off, we
rumbled along slowly over rocks &
logs, lots of tight turns which Dave’s
88 made look easy but Andy’s RR &
Sean’s 109 had to do in a couple of
attempts! After a few kms along this
“goat trail”, we found a fast flowing
white water river which cut across the
trail & there was nowhere to go after
this (unless you were crazy!)

So back down we went.
The next trail turn off we took, led
us through a series of challenging
muddy twists & turns, eventually
emerging through thick growth onto a
muddy plain at the edge of the lower
SW leg of Stave Lake. Wow, nice
views all around, we circled around to
the waters edge & parked up for lunch.
There were a couple of convenient tree
stumps beside us & when Dave’s
Series truck seat cushions were applied
they made comfy picnic seats! As we
chowed down on lunch, we noticed

that the rain had dried up &
the skies were starting to
clear.
After dogs & humans had
finished lunch & had a good
leg stretch it was time to
explore the mud flats around
us. It didn’t take
us long to be spinning our wheels in
bumper high thick
oozing mud. One
mushy area had
our front ends disappearing under
the mud before the
momentum of the rovers
pushed the front end
through. With mud flying &
wheels
spinning we all got
through without
tow straps. (just
about!).
Once back on
the main trail we
decided to pop onto
the main Stave
Lake mud flats to
see what was going
on. As we peered
out onto the Flats it
was like a scene
from Mad Max!

All kinds of trucks, some heavily
modified, some standard. All churning
around in the mud, several bogged
down above the axels, some abandoned, some attempting to get towed
out, some doing crazy do-nuts in the
mud! Quite the scene. We went onto
the flats to get a closer look, the
Rovers making good progress through
the sticky mud. After seeing a couple
of huge trucks with 38” wheels stuck
firmly in the mud we decided we were
pushing our luck criss-crossing this
area. We headed back onto the main
trail & headed for home.
We finished with a coffee & chat at
Tim Horton’s, whilst here we all
agreed that the day was a lot of fun &

we headed home with muddy Rovers
& big smiles….
Cheers, Andy Deane
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Sunshine Coast / Sechelt Penninsula Run - April 23 & 24th, 2005

Dakota Creek Trail.

Dave & Shawn clearing trail to get all the trucks
through.

Andy & Bill heading down into the snow.

Shawn Doherty off into the snow.

Stuart Scantlebury comes out of the trees and
into the snow.

Andy Deane’s Range Rover taken on the water.

Above: Rick Mellenger getting a tug out from Andy Deane’s Range Rover.
Below: Andy Deane heads up the bank.

Above: Bill Eastwood drops his D90 into the icy water.
Below: Stuart Scantlebury’s Disco on the Port Mellon Trail.
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ABFM Van Dusen Gardens - May 21st, 2005
by Bill Eastwood
Here are a few shots from the 2005 Annual All British
Field Meet at Van Duesen Gardens. Bernie Buttner's 110,
Bill Eastwood's 90, Rick Mellenger’s 109, Charles Tupper's 110 and John's Australian army spec 109 were among
those on hand to represent Land Rover. We set up tent and
had a BBQ and enjoyed the surroundings. A couple of 88's
and a lightweight, plus two P38 Range Rovers rounded out
the private entries. Richard Creed brought along a 90 and
two 110's as part of his commercial display. The Rover car
boys were a little down in the dumps as they were all reading news articles about the demise of the Rover Marque in
England. It will be interesting to see if the brand lives on
under another parent along with MG.

Rover-Landers Stuff:
Outback Hats, Ball Caps, Aviator Caps, Denim Shirts,
Tan T-shirts, Navy T-shirts, Hoodies, Fleece Vests

view online at www.roverlanders.bc.ca
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Whipsaw Trail Clean-Up Run - May 28 & 29th, 2005
Here we have some photos of the
Rover-Landers first run in 2005 to the
Whipsaw Trail area in their official
capacity as representatives of the
4WDABC ‘clean-up and maintenance
crew for the Lodestone & Wells Lake
Forest Service Recreational Sites’.
The snow was just off the trail, there
was lots of water everywhere and the
bugs were hungry for fresh meat – us
all being their prime catch of the day.
One group headed for home Sunday
morning not having the vehicle preparations for the ‘Whipsaw’ and the forecasted snow. 3 other trucks went on
into Wells Lake then turned back after
hitting deep snow mid afternoon. The
other part of the group had pressed on
to Wells Lake Saturday night in an
attempt to exit at the Hwy 3 exit of the
Whipsaw Trail. They hit rather a lot of
snow and after hours of pushing, digging and tugging they all made it home
at various times throughout the night –
beat, very tired but all safe. All were
proud to have made it thru and have
not been ‘whipped’ by the Whipsaw.
Clockwise: •Bill Eastwood doing ‘clean-up’ at
the Lodestone Lake camp site. •Example of some
damage to the meadows done alongside the
Whipsaw/Brigade Trail. •Dave’s ‘88 emerging
out of the Wells Lake crossing like a creature
from the black lagoon. •Shawn Doherty says,
“Hey, can someone give me a tug, and just
where are my wellies?” •Kris & Mark
Maksymiuk, Andy Deane & friends decide what
will be the best way to conquer the ‘Whipsaw’
to get out. •Kris & Mark give their friend & his
Jeep another tug thru the snow. •Will Oliver be
the next Rover-Lander’s President? Only his hairdresser knows for sure.
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Van Isle Rovers, ‘Rally in the Valley’ - June 12 & 13th, 2005
by Greg Sutfin

bour prepared the mud pit for us.
Dave, Derek and Victor all showed
up Friday to make sure last minute
things were taken care of. Dave Looy
and Dave Harmer did cooking and
other things. The Rover-Landers provided for the toilet. Stephen and Dave
Blair carried out their planned workshops (Somehow I weaseled out of
mine, something about the clock going
too fast). And Saturday’s ‘Welley Toss’
was administered by Derek.

This was the third year for the
fledgling event, which was a success
again because of the help of a few
friends. Victor Gerwin & I prepared
the field and yard and set up the shelter frame with the help of my son’s
friend (thanks Joel). I had far more
lawn mowing to do this year because
of the weather. I kept about an acre of
our bottom field mowed with our lawn
tractor. The first mowing was in February due to fantastic weather, but then
I had to keep at it. I mowed at least
Thanks goes to Wise Owl Parts and
twice as many times as previous years! the Rover Park Boys for supplying
prizes and parts for trophies. Thanks
also to Dixon Strachan (Rock Island
Rovers) and Paul Quinn for prizes they
donated. Land Rover Victoria gets
thanks for the posters, magazines and
license plate frames that we gave out.
Special thanks to Steve for knowing
how to cook great ribs and for the
Land Rover chocolates that are going
Victor spent hours on the weed
out as gifts to certain suppliers.
whipper trimming up the perimeter.
I have to give a special thanks to all
Jim kept the event website information that attended. We had 25 Land Rovers
up to date, Derek made and put up
confirmed as being here with photosigns and looked after trophies, Steve
graphic evidence. One more was here
was our T-Shirt maker. Jeff, my neigh- but we weren’t able to catch it on film
due to a malfunction with its Stealth/
Normal mode switch. Our log shows 53
people here, but I know a few slipped in
and out without signing our guest log.
The only ‘flattish’ area of our property was mown to provide Parking,
Camping and Picnic space. I didn’t
know how many might show up so
didn’t know if I would need a larger
area or not; it turned out that we had
plenty of room. It will be enough room

for next year as well even if we have a
few more Land Rovers. If anyone can
suggest improvements, please let me
know and I will see what can be done.
This is held on one of our working
fields and when it isn’t being used for a
Land Rover gathering, the horses are
on it. One of our only rules for the
event is that NOTHING be left behind
on the field after camping. Each year I
am incredulous that a place can be left
so tidy after so many people have spent
a whole weekend camping and “carrying on”. Erica and I spent quite some
time scouring the grounds for anything
that might have gotten left and we
found nothing. Last year I only found a
plastic wrapper for a drinking box
straw and a bread bag closer. This year
we found nothing, even after I scoured
the area of the welding seminar.
The first attendee arrived Friday
night, the rest on Saturday and one
snuck in Sunday for breakfast. We visited and examined each other and each
other’s vehicles, had a potluck BBQ,
and a Wellington toss with 1st, 2nd &
3rd prizes. There was a fun little mud

The ‘Crack’
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run at the base of our irrigation pond.
Each year we have professed that
this is a technical weekend, a weekend
to learn new things about fixing and
maintaining our Land Rovers. This
year, for the first time, we got around
to having a couple of seminars.
Thanks Dave for the welding demonstration using car batteries, and thanks
to Stephen for the information on
installing a relay to brighten our headlights. This is the third year in a row
we didn’t get the axle changing demo
or winching demo, although there was
a bit of winching done in the mud pit.
In the afternoon, just before dinner,
we went on a 32 km drive climaxing
in a short walk for a view from the top
of Mount Prevost. Back on the farm,
after dinner disappeared, and the sun
started disappearing, Land Rover
videos were shown on a large movie
screen. We had our slick little canned
campfire for atmosphere and a little
distance away, a real campfire for a
conversation pit. Sunday we convoyed
to Birds Eye Cove in Maple Bay to the
“Shipyard” restaurant for breakfast.
There were 20 of us. Speeches were
made and awards were announced.
Afterward a few hardy souls in 8
Land Rovers went on an escorted
drive to the Shawnigan Lake area. It

was a somewhat more challenging
drive than Saturday’s and there was a
bit of body damage. I hear that Dave’s
Land Rover managed to get some mud
knocked off of it, which, according to
Pamela, was a good thing. Because my
planned Mount Sicker route is currently being logged, and the trails are now
plowed into unchallenging roads, I had
arranged with Trevor and his Suzuki
to guide the group, I know nothing of
the trails at Shawnigan. If you go to
www.island4x4.com and look on the
“Message Board” under “Island
Wheelin’-Image Gallery” and the
heading “Land Rover Run” there are
some good photos. Unfortunately I
couldn’t make it on this drive due to a
need to attend my son’s Annual Air
Cadet Review.
When I returned home from my event,
I found the last of the campers packing
up and showing off the body panel

please don’t be offended if your name
got left off my helpers list, I know
many did, including my family.
For myself, the event's highlights
were the attendance of the Maple Bay
Volunteer Fire Department’s 80” Fire
Tender (’49?), the attendance of and
photo opportunity presented by all three
of the “Classic” licensed Land Rovers
in British Columbia and the cleanliness
of the field after everyone went home.
Does anyone know if, other than
MBVFD, are there any other “Antique”
licensed Land Rovers in BC?
Thanks for the good time everyone.
I’m looking forward to next year. I
will be calling the event by a new
name next year, thanks to Kerry Russell. It will be known as a Laager
instead of a Rally or Get-together.
Laager, as in, a camp protected by circled wagons. Laager is a word of
South African origin.
Winners of awards for this year
were: (And some of them don’t know it
yet, as some awards are yet to be mailed.)

Some of the Boys: Dave Blair, Bill Eastwood,
Derek Norman & Steve Rogers. Great shirts Steve!

wounds received on the Sunday run. I
haven’t heard from all 8 of the Sunday
trip crowd but the ones I have talked to
said they had a great time despite the odd
dent. Many thanks are offered to Trevor
for taking them on the drive.
So far I have been able to get by
without charging an attendance fee.
This year it was suggested that I put a
donation can at the entrance. Thank
you to all who contributed. It will offset some of the costs incurred. Thank
you also to everyone who donated or
solicited awards and give-aways.
Although this is held at my place, I
can’t possibly pull it off without lots
of help. I am grateful for the generous offers of help from everyone and

• Farthest Traveled – Dave Looy
(Campbell River)
• Newest Truck – Eric & Donna
Campbell-Smith (2003 Discovery)
• Oldest Truck in Attendance –
Maple Bay VFD (’49? or 51 or 53)
• Most Stuck – Dave Harmer
(’58 S2 88” V8)
• Dirtiest Truck – Dave & Pamela
Blair (’66 S2a 88”)
• Cleanest Truck – Victor Gerwin
(’62 Dormobile)
• Most Embarrassing Repair – Kerry
Russell (’59 S2 88”)
• Best Sport – Steve Rogers
(’56 S1 86”)
• First Time Off-Road – Daniel
Sterzeubach (’66 S2a 88”)
• Most expensive broken part (repair)
– Ian Dodds (write off, no year or
model known at this time)
• Latest Arrival – Graham & daughter
Clare Bessant (’96 Discovery)
• Welley Toss
1st Place – Dan Sterzeubach
2nd Place – Kerry Broome
3rd Place – Sean Broome
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LAND ROVER
JAGUAR
COMPLETE
SERVICE
& REPAIRS
• Factory Trained Technician

• Courtesy cars available

• State of the art computer
diagnostic equipment

• Electrical, drive line, full
engine service

• Servicing foreign, domestic • Tires, shocks, struts
& SUVs
& alignments

DEPENDABLE, AFFORDABLE
& PROFESSIONAL.
YOU CAN COUNT ON US!!

HESP
AUTOMOTIVE
LTD.
67 Mahon Ave, North Vancouver
(2 blocks west of the Seabus Terminal)

604-986-4377
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